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UNITED STATES DEPARTMLENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
. Birmingham, Alabama

In Reply, Please Refer o December 24, 1975
File No.

P S

SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE ON
. INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES
(3 INTERVIEW OF SPECIAL ASENT
ROBERT M. BARKETT,
DECEMBER 17, 1975

I, Special Agent Robert M. Barrett, was inter-

viewed by Comaittee Staff member Paul Wallach, in Room
608, Carroll Arms, Washington, D.C. The interview began

at 2:02 PM and was recorded by Mr. Alfred H. Ward.

~ At the outset, Mr. Wallach advised that the
4 Committee was attempting to determine whether or not
Lo there was any basis for reopening of the case of the

assassination of President John F. Kennedy. He further
stated the Committee was reviewing the activities of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) before and after the
assassination.

- Mr. Wallach asked when I arrived in Washington,
D.C., and how I received notice to come to Washington, D.
C., for this irterview. Fe was told I arrived akout
. 5:45 PM on December 16, 1975, and that on Friday, December
L 12, 1975, I had received notice of a teletype from FBI
: <; Headquarters to my office in Birmingham, Alabama, instruct-

ing me to report to Washington, D.C., on December 17, 1375,
for this interview.

Mr. Wallach asked if I had conferred with any
Bureau cfficials prior to this interview. I informed him
that I had met with Inspector Jghn Hotis of the Legal
Counsel Division. Mr. Wallach asked for the contents of
this dicscursicn ans I advised hin that I had ashed !r.
tiotlis 1f he knew the reason why I was being interviewved by
the Committee, and that Mr. Hotis had stated he did not
know the reason or purpose other than it concerned my role
in the assassination investigation.
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SENATE SLLECT CcOl ITTEE OW

JNTLLLICUTCE ACTIVITIES

INTE)ViIA! OF SpP1CIAnL &HGERT

POBLRT M. BDARIRLETY, .
DECLIELR 17, 1975
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I told lir. vallech that Nir. Hotis had furthcy ‘in-
formcd e that 1 should dccline to answer any questions as

to scnsitive SOUXCEs, senecitive teckniques, on-¢going investi-
gations, and any information received from a third agency.

Mr. Wallach asted if I had talked to ?g;*ggnl_nalgu_
and Lic vwes informed 17. Dolv was in and out of the office fre-

-

quently @i tphat I hed hag very little conversation witin Lim.
M. Wallach asked now 1oOng I had talhed with r. Fotie, ana I
told hin the ablve conercation wag very brief, +hat I was
originally infornad the ipterviev was tO take place at 10:00
RY, that this we&s crhceuucntly changed to 2:00 Dit and et I

had cpent the time in LKr. votis' office waiting and occasionally

discussing othexr unrelated matters.

I also tcld Hr. wallach thet 1 had been intervicwed
eavlier Oor Necohar 17, 1975, hv Assistant Director liarolgd

N. bassg¢ii, and Deputy hzolistent Director . pllascn CQitaCye

Mr. Vialiech asked whaot thie interview was zLout, and I told
him I was questioncd s to any wnowledce I bzd cf Lec Harvey
O-wald ceming to «he 'BI office in Dallas priox to the &ssasS—
sinaticn and jecving a no.@ for Specia rgent Jomes HoGhys

I told lr. valicch what 1 had proviously told MNr. Bassett,
that somc four or five months after the assassination I was
asked Ly scomaonc in thc Dallas office, vhose idertity I can't
yccall, thecocause wiint this unrccelled person acked mc wioE &
yumor and insigniiicant) if I had heard the rumor that Oswald
had como to the belles Officec where he acked Han Fenncr, the
Recepiiconist, to sce Hosly. 1 recall thcre becing no ;eention
of any note lefc by Oswaic, nor did llosty, or anyonc clce in
pallas CVer talk to me about the incicdent, the note oY the
contcnts of tnhe notc. Nr. wallach ashked if I had reported to
anyonc in pallacs at thc +ime the alove ipcident and Mr.
wallach was advised I did not report a rumor and that I
trcated it as a rumor, in that 1 prosptly forgot about it as
1 was very bugy at the tirwe conducting inpvestigations of other
matters having to do with the assassination.
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INTERVILEW OF SPECIAL AGERT

ROBERT M. BARRLTT,

DECLMBER 17, 1973 : .

Mr. Wallach asked if Mr. Hotis had informed me of
my right to counsel and I stated this had bcen done. . Mr.
wallach then adviced me of my right to counsel ard my right
.to refuce to ansver any guestions. I advised Mr. Wallach I
was awvare of my rights.

Mr. Wallsch advised me that recorded results of
this intevvicw would later be ava.lable to me, in Washington,
D.C. I asghed i: I would ke furniched a copy anéd if a cop,
would be furnishcd the Bureau. I was informed that the Burceau
vwoull not ke furnisi.ed a copy nor wousd anyone, other than my-
sclf, from the Bureau, have access to this report. I was also
tola that I would be advised by mail when I could have access
to the report. NMr. Wallach did not say if I would be furnished
a copy. lie also said I could request the presence of a Serator
during the interview, which rcquest I did not male.

ir. Wallach then ashced akout my Bureau car=exr and
ascignmcents prier to November 22, 1963. He was advisced of nmy
assicnrents in Phoenix frem 1952 to 1954, in Amerillo, Texas,
from 1954 tc 1¢56, ard in Dallas {rom 1956 to 196C. [Fr.
Valluch inguired ¢o fo what Xind of investigative work I was
doing as oI loverber 21, 1963, and I told him that primarily
was assigned to investigations having to do with organized
crime, gamhling, and criminal intelligence, and occasinnally
some involved civil richts cares, and somc extortion cascs.
Mr. Wallach asked hew long I had been doing such work and who
else in the Dallas Office was cither wvorking with me or cdeing
similar vork. I told him I had becn working these type cascs
since lloventer, 1957, eand that I was assistced by SA Iven D.
Lee from abcut 1960, or so, until the assassinction, at which
tire Lee and I were both assigned to the assassination investi-
gation, primarily, for about a yecar.

-

Mr. Wallach then asked me to define a "hip pocket
informant" and after I gave him my definiticn, he asked if I
had any in Dallas. I defined a "hip pocket informant" as a
source of information whose identity was never madc known nor
was there ever any record made that such a person wvas being
uscd as an informant. I told Mr. Wallach I have never cmploycd
"hip pocket informants" in Dallas or clsewhere.



SEEATR SELIZCT COMLIITTELR O
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DECEMPLR 17, 1975

Mr. Wallach asked if I knew of, or huad heard of

‘@Eligﬁl_lzajiiggugg of Tampa, and Carlos Marcello of MNew

= - Orlcons, Louisiana. I guid that in inveftigations of or-
ganized crime natters, I had become acquainted with these
nancs, but 1 beliceved the correct name was Suntos Trafficante,
to which Mr. wallach agreed. Mr. Vallach asked if I knew of
2 man nanod Molillie (Phoretic) and I said I covld not recall
ever hoving heecd of thls name. .

Mr. Wallech askred if I knew of Jack Ruby. I said
I hed krown vy as the owner or operator of two Deilas night
- clubs, thot were frecuentcd by pimps, prostitutes and persons
: involvad in cririnal activities. I was asked if I hed ever
. talked to Ruby and I saié I had on mayle two occasions prior
i to Noveikor 21, 1963, but I could not recall the contents of
thesc conversations, other than it most likely had to o with
persons who frcyuented Puly's nicht clukbs.

a
i

Mr. Vallach esicd if I was aware of a conncctlicon
of Ruby with Trafficantc, with Harcello, and with Mclillie
(Phonetic). I said I was not aware of any connection by Ruby
with ary of tho:o perscns and repeated that I did not recall
the nume MeWillie. )
'G ‘ Mr. Wallach acked if I was acquainted with the term
‘ *pcI" - “"poteritiel crimirzl informent", if I kpew Jack TNuby
was a PCT of thc Dallas Office, and if I knew the identity of
the FiRI Zcgent in Dallas, o "rad headed fellow" who had had
Ruby acsigned to him, and which Acent was later disciplined
or trausferred. I had just begun to answer !lir. Wallach,
vhen U. S. Scnctor Richard D. Schwoicgrer, of Pennsylvania,
entere@ the rcom at 2:33 141 and thereafter took part jointly
in the interrogation of 2 with IMr. Wallach, after introducing
himsclf. Nr. Wallach briefly revicwed with Scnator Schweicler
o what had previously transpired in the interview. Senator
Schweicker asked if T knew Ruby was a PCI and if I was not
awarc of Ruby's connectjions with organized crime.
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I stated that my investigation of orcanized crime
and criminal intelligence matters in Dalles were primarily
concerned with the activities of Joscph Francis Civello
and hic associatcs and the activities of a roving band of
crininals, not conncctcd with Civello, who used Dallas as
a basc for their aectivitics. T snated that in thesc invecti-
gatione ncithcx I nor 84 Lee had lccone aware of any in- .
volva .cnt by Ruby in craanived crire mattcrs Or any asso-s
cictien with the persons vho were the subjects of our investi-
gatliong.

At this point, 2:37 Pii, Scnztor schweicker asked
h if I had been sworn, and when £0ld that T had

c

nct, Sznator Gchweicker placed me under oath, making reference
to all the ansvers I had given pricr to keing sworn, as well
av Lhoosoe Iowoull give afver Roing CcunIn. '

I pointed out that if nuly had been involved in
organized crire matters, such as asscciation with Trafficante
cr larcallo, arda tl:is hod beceonme ncwn to the F3I, I was sure
I, as an Lacnt assicned to organined criime investigations in
Dallas where Lkuby recided, would have becn so acdviscd and
that this was not the casc.

In
rPCcI, I statcd
that an rgoent an
Ruby, but I aid no know any details such as when this oc-
currcdé, the name of the hgent, and I was not awarec that this
Aaocnt, whocver he was, had been Cisciplined kccause of any

dealings with Ruby or for having Ruby as a PCI.

r to the qucstions about Ruby becing a
heard somcthing after Noveaber 24, 1963,
1zc hod at onc time orcncd a PCI case on
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Senator Schweicker then acsked if when a person is
designated a PrCt, the hgent malcs such o recommendation to
his supcrior -2nd that Ruby had been made a PCl becausc of
his conncction:s with organized crime. I explained that a
person can bc designated a PCI by the Agentl Lhecause of his
associaticn with the crimanal element, his residence, his
employmient, or for any of a numnboer of recasons, and that this
pcreon ray never furnish any pertinent or uccful. information
or be of any valuc. Senator cchweicker then acked 1f PCIs
wore not paid and I said they were only paid when they
furnished pertinent or good useful information only on a
C.0.D. basis. I was acsked if Ruby had ever been paid and
1 said I had no hknowludyge of any such paymcnt.
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SERLTE SELECT COMHMITTEL ON
INTELLIGYNCY. ACTIVITIES
IRTLRVILEY CI' SPCCIAL AGENT
ROEERY M. MARRKRETT
DLCCIELR )7, 1975

I was asked if I had any opportunity to sece
OswaXd in thc police department -t that time or any other
subcequent time and T stated to the best of my knowledge
Osviald had lceccen talien to the office of Captain "will"

Fritz, that T nover did gyo to Captain Fritz's office at

any timez on November 22, 23, or 24, 1963, and that I had
ncves personally observed Oswald subseqguent to his arrest

"in the theater in Ozk Cliff.

2t this peint in the interrocatien, Mr. Wallach®
acked nie if 1 kncw that disciplinary action by the Durenu had
bcen talen ecainet L (Jares) losty, I advised them that T
wes avare of this through ny association with Hosty in Dalles.
I was then asked if I knew that some Assistant Directors of
the FBI Lad been disciplined lecause of their handling of
certain mitters in the assassination investigation. I statad
I was not cwsre of this and had no knowledge of any such
disciplinery action.

Fr. Wailach thcn aslied me if 1 had attcended a
"going away" party hcld, not in the Dallas Office, for Hosty
by his fricnds in Dallas. I stated I did not rccall any

such party ond further felt that if there had been such a party

I vould have koren dnvited ana veuld have attended because
Hosty and T vore in the same car pocl, we attendcd the sane
church, we bzlonged to the samc clubs, and I had coached
his son on the schocl foothall team, and further, that many
of lioscty's friende were also my friends.

I was asked if I recalled a conference being held
by SAC J. _Gorden Shanklin on the carly morning of November
23, 19€3, in which Agents of the Dalles Office vere given
instructionrs on investigation to be conducted that day. T

stated that I recallced reporting to work on Saturday, Noveithor

23, at about 6:00 Al after haviug worked to about 3:00 AM

‘that same wmorning from the Friday before, and I did not recall

any such confcrence held by Mr. Shanklin.,

I was asked if thcre had not been a conference on
the worning of November 24, 1963, in vhich Mr. Shanklin in-
structcd the Dallas Zaents not to go ncar the arca at the
city jail where Oswald was being removed that day and 1

12



STNATE SELLCT CONMITTEE OR
INTLLL1GLHCE ZCTIVITIES
IRTLRVITY GF SI'ECIAL AGLNT
ROBERT M. BARRETT

DLCLIPLR 17, 1675
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statecd I did recall thrse instructions, and further, I nad

becn inutructed, along with gA_leQ_gétggi, to go to KRLD-
TV Stuetion to obiain any pertinent ph craphs that that

staticn nicht have and further, that while there I hzé ob-
servcd, on closad circuit televicicn, the Oswald sheeoling
in the bascment cof tle police department. I wac ashed if I
had any knowledoe of a telephore call rcceived by the T'DI
durirg the niciht of lloverher 23-27, 1963, cor.taining a .
threct against Cswald. 1 said that to the best of iy knoi--
ledge, I di¢ recall somnething to the effect that SA izilien
Neesen had been on duty during the ea-ly morning hours of
Novelber 24 at the Dallas FBI Office and had reczived such
a call. I counid rot recall at this tirm2 who was the source
of this inforration nor did I recall any details as to the
conteints of the call.

ach then acked if there hed not been scome
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n and discussing whether o not it wie

t wos the act of one man acting alere

or was a concpiracy. I stated I wvas sure that there had been
such dizcuscions on an informal bacis but thav I could not
recall eny dctoils or anythirng as to when such diccussions
were held or who was prersent and, further, that I was sure
that cveryonc co:xnected with the investigaiion would have
made soia2 personal conclucions.

9

ALt this point, IMr. Wallach asked if it was not
true that My, ch:anklin or some otherx Rureau officicl hed
given explicit dircctions that the investication vas to
establish that Oswald octed alonc in conneciion with the
assacsination. Before 1 could ancwer this question, MNr.
Wallach stated that such informetion had been rcceivcd from
other I'BI Acgents. I stated that this was not so, that I did
not belicve any other Lgents had made such statements, and

further, that we had, to the coatrary, been given instructiong

to conduct our investigation in an effort to cstablish all
the focts to identify all persons involved. '

At this point, which was about 4:23 PM, Scnator

Schweiclker left the room and did not tuke any further part
in the intcrrogation. .
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