HISTORYZPOLITICAL SCIENCE 315 Fall '83
Politics of Assassination
Dr. Mcfnight(Off hrs TBA )

R Texts for the course: Harold lhhbnrg, Whitewash IV: JFK
&nsasmimsim Tramscript; Sylvia ﬂaagher. Acmsorias After the Fact; and D:vid Garzow,
Thu_ ?:1‘ and Martin Luther King, Jr. .

Statement of Purpose: The essential purpose of the course is to examins
how Amarican institutions responded or fsiled to respend to the major political assassination
of the 1980s--President John F. Kemnedy, Senator Robert F. Kennedy, and Dr. Martine Luthsr
Ring, Jr.[ The instuctional content includes a variety of materials: momographs, slidess,
-tapes. T.V. casettes, and class discuassion. Tha instructor regards all of thése instructions

devices end approaches as equally important in furthering the basis purposes of the
" couvse. The hope is that im the end the siudent will have a more wmeaningful historic context
within which to judge these momentous evenis, and will be better able to evaluate their
impact on out forms tof government and the coci.al order and will understand why these
inatitutional -failures meke a course like this necessary.

o Procedures :Thia u a course for students interested in teaching
a.hemselvel and each other about the political assassinations of the 1960s. It will
require some reading in government documents, some analysis of these documents, and
sctive participation in class. The quality of the course will depend largely upon the
asaigned readings, which I hava carefully assigned, and the quauty of student participation
ovar which I have no eom:rol.

m:s:mn will be mpou!blc for t.h- mlpnd weekly
readings and will respond to them both orally ‘and-im "journal" form whilch will be turued
in at the end &f each class session. The weekly journal entry should be about two doubla-
spaced Eypewritten pages. I will comment on these journals and return them the following
‘wagk. At the end of the semester the journal will be turned im for a grade. Tha journal ias
not a "book report;" instead, it should reflect your persomal questions, responses, intel-
lactual or emotional, to what you have read. The suggested questions for esch class session
are porvided soley to get you started on the material; they are not meant to rastrict

" you in any way. For ‘example, your entrias might ask how the rsading fits together witho-

or sontradicts--what you already know, Does it interest you, or move you in any way(fsar,

" anger, sarprise,etc)? Does it suggest new lines of analysis? You msy also respond in ths
s jouml to other readings on the assassinstions of the 1960s., to memories, or to
_intersctions within the class itself. There are no "wrong" answers in the journal; the omly
failure is a fallure to respond. In short, the journal should represent an ongoing
dialogue bagwesn the student and the cpursa curriculuw, Your jmh can be used in !11
‘exsms in the course. You will be allowed one "bye'" on clu journal mmm fduring the -
course.,

. Grades: Gradas in the course will be arrived 'ae ronshl.y in :ho
. .following manner: Journals(25%P; class participation(30%); mid-term “(M).
Ve " final m(zo‘z.) and oral book report{5%).
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Sﬁatmﬁr 13t . o - oOrientation o o ¢ o o o

September 8th . . . . Dallas in'Parspective . . . . . . .

Readings: Peter D, Scott, "The Kennedy Assassinationd and the
Vietnam War," on Library Reserve
Hearings (Church Committee): "Institutiomalizing
Assassination: The 'Executive Action' Capability,” pp. 181-190;
Sanate Hearings(Church Committee): "'Executive Action’
Frograms Against Castro," pp. 71=90 and pp. 120-133 ending w/ {aa), on Library Reserve

Soms gquestions: According to the Scott article what, if any, alternatives was JFK
considering vis-a-vis US policy toward the Govermment in South Vietnam right bsfore
Dallas? What internatfional debelopments does Scott cite to support his basic thesis?

Hou does Scott dsal w/ Lyndon B, Johnson’s stressing that "continuity" characterized

his administration's foreign policy with that of his fallem predecessor? To your wmind what
relavance does the Church Committee’s findings on the "Executive Action" programs have

in any investigation into the assassination of President Femnedy?

Library Exercises: Be sure you read JFK's American University Speech found in the New
¥ork Tiwmes on June 11, 1963. The following is optional: You might want to check the

BY Times for Movember 21, 1963 for reports of the Honolulu Cenfernce referred to in
Scott's erticle. Ses report on fron/t page in arteile entitled “Saigomn's Control in

Two Provinces Periled by Reds.” The pertinent material is buried in the third paragraph.
Also check the MY Times for December 21, 1963 for US policy on troop withdrawal from
Vietnam undar the new J hnson administration.

Saptﬂ‘mber lsth. " 8 .mulr!‘nw“ioncul. e & o ® 9o o

Readings: The Warren Commission Report: Chpts. 1, 3, and 4 on
Library Reserve; S. Msegher, Accessories, Chpts. 1 and 2.

Scme questions: These thrae chpts. out of the WC Report should be read to gibe you a

pretty good idea of the Commisgion's sase and how it arrived at its conclusions. For exampls,
what witnesses did the Coumission choose to give cradence? What witnesses did the Commission
chooss to ignore? Be sure you ave familiar with the WC's recomstruction of the shooting:

How mahy shots were fired? What was the direction of the shots(their origim?). Which

cf the shots missed? Have a fairly good idea of the kinds of wounds sustained by JFK

and Governor [} Connally zccording to the official findings. In what areas dees Maagher ,

if any, convincingly challange the WC"s findings?

Class raports: You should compose a mimi-blography for each member of tha Warrem Cesmission.
These mini-biographies should contain material pertinent in regard to the workings of the
Comuission. For example, what wars the members political affiliationa? What roles d4id they
have in Govermment? Were any of these men Kennedy liberals as far as you can establish?

The best and quickast source for this information can be found in the reference work

wntitled Politieal Profiles--The Johnson Years found in the Hood Library.

Class: Show the Zapruder film and slides cn the JFE assassination.
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Septesbar 2%0d . . . . The Warren Commision in Action=--"Truth Was Our Only Client" . . . .

Readings: Welsberg, Whitevash IV, read pp. 37-121 for the critical
Jaruary 27th executive transeript. Read also the Eisenberg mswo, February 17, 1964, and

the Willens' mewo for Jamwary 20, 1964, all on p. 25 in Whitewash.

Bead aleo: T tive line of the Work President’
Cormission. Aad the foldowing mewoes from D. Berlim to J. Lee Rankin, Jan. 230, 1966:
Hamo from N. Redlich to Rankin, March 26th, 1964; and memo from Redlich to Rankin,
April 27th, 1964. All these are found in "packet” om Library Reserve. ¥

Seuma gquestions: What is the nature of the sc-called "dirty rumor" that plagued the WC
from the very cutset,of it's work? What federal sgencies stood to be compromised by this
alleged rumor? What role does Commissioner Allen Dulles play in this particular sessiom
of January 27th, 19647 How does the WC finally resolve to deal with this "dirty rumor"?
¥hat do the Tentative Outines and memoes tell us about the mamner in which the WC went
abput solving "Tha Crime of tha Century”? How would you characterize the WC's collective
etildude toward J. Bgdgar Hoover amd the FBI? Why?

Librarvy exercise: Use the NY Times Index for 1964 to find out exactly when the WC
beard its first witnese. How use this information to reflect back om the "packet"
material eontaing the Tentative Outline snd the in-house meworanda, What questionms,
if any, do you feel compelled to raise hera?

Septesbor 29th . . . . Warren Commission in Action[Pazt IX1/ . ¢ ¢ o ¢ o o « o

s: Whitewash, pp. 137-165. Thess pages should give you a
pretty good idea of how the WC tracked down the "dirty rumor.”

Read also: FBI documents on Commissionmer Jerry Ford's conmectioms
©/ the FBI. See alsc N. Katzenbach to B. Moyers, Nov. 24, 1963; Conrad to Jevons, Bec.
1 2, 1963; Balmont to Rosen, Dec. 17, 1963(see addendum) ; SAC(Little Rock)to All Agenmts,
Dee. 12, 1963; Sullivan f4 from Bremnan, Dec.19, 1963; Evans to Belwont, Nov. 27, 1963;
Belwont to Sullivan, Feb. 7, 1964, all in "packet™ om Library Reserve.

Sowa questions: How di4d the WC ultimately satisfy itself about the validity of the
untiuth of these "dirty rumors."? Was this approach consistent with their oelf-proclaiwed
charge that "Truth Was Their Only Client"? What role did Texas attorney Laecm Jaworski
play in this whole episoda? What do the décuments and ths press clippings reveal about
Jarxy Foxd’s role in this investigation? Why was the WC so concerned sbout the "leaking"”
of tha FBI Report om the JFK assassination? Finally, you speczlate on the origins of
these "leaks" and the political purpose behind them(sse sspecially N. Katzenbach's
tastimony om this point to WC in Whitewash, p. 138).

Clasa: Volunteer{s)to do a comparstive anslysis of the FBI Rsport on JFL assassination
with the WC's final Report. (x-credit sssigned).

Racommonded(optiongl): Read Chpt. 5 from William Sullivan's The Buresu entitled
"Flacking for the Bureau," on_Librery Reserve.
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Octobar 6th . o » o The Warren Commission and the Evidance . - ¢« o o o o o
¢ Meagher, Accessories, Chpks. 3, 4, and 5. This

session is bullt around your amalysis of three(out of four case studies)case
studies of the evidence aud how the WC went about dealing w/ the evidences.

The inventory of the materials to be use is found on attached page.
Soms questions: The hbove "mimi" studies are of such a nature that you should be able

at this point in the course to formulate your own questions. Note: this sssignment®
is not a candidate for a "bye."

Class: Voluntesr to@nalyse the testimomy of Colomel Plerre Finck before the Garrison
investigation in New Orleans in 1967. (X-credit assigned).

0!:50&8!13!1) e s s o o » Mid=sesmster break . o o o o o 2 0 o 0 o

Suggestion: you should be using this time to finish up you
oral book report due in class om October 20th . . . .

Ontober 20€h . . . - o Class Oral Reporzs on Readings in the JFK Assassinmation. . . . . . .

Clazs: This essigoment will be outlined in special handout in claas

Oczober 27th « « « » . Oswald: Asssassin, Conspirator, or Pall Guy? . o = s « = « o

um: Heagher, Accesgories, Chpts. 6-13 and Chpt. 20.
Ses also Caroline Arnold’s statements to the FBI on Library Ressrve. Rsad also
material from Howard Roffman's Presuwed Quilty also om Library Reserve. This material
will help you place Arnold's statements in perspective. In this "packet" see also

the sbort Bummary and Conclusions of ths House Selact Committes om the Assassinatious(1979).

Soms guestions: Had Oswald lived to bs triad bafore a jury of his peers what kind

of witness would Caroline Armold have mande for the defemsa? Were thers any other

likely witnessss who might have served a defense case for am Oswald "alibi."? Recalling
Charles Givens® testimony, compare it w/ the way the WC and Staff trested Caroline Arnold’s
statesents . What kind of comparisons surface with this kind of comparsion? After reviaw-
ing the conclusions of the House Select Committee what really remains of the "official"
version of the JFK assassination as presented by the US Government in 19647

Libzary exercisa: Check the Hood Library Reserve for the Supreme Court Raports on the
landmark case of Brady v. Maryland(1963). How does the Court's ruling in this casa
compara or relate to Mrs, Arnold and her statemants?

Class: Showing of ths t.v. casette "Oswald: Fallura of the American Justics System."

A Good presentation that should help to sharpen up your overview &f the JFK assassination
and help to ficus the material for the upcoming mid-term exam . . o o .

MI. ® & 2 o ©o o » m“'t‘“ Mm‘m a 9o o @ e & o & & ® 0O s o e
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November 10th. . . . . 1968--The Hard VYear: Electlon Year lassusinaticans, . » . .

Rasdings: Allerd Lowensteln, "Murder of BFK: Suppressed Evidence of
More Than Cme Asgassis,” om library zessrve.

Basd alse: To halp focus on RFE and tha 1958 prasidential caupaign
and whera Bobby Xen.udy wtood om the igauss read from ous of the followlng works on

library reserve:
Pp. 230-251.

-F.*:k Vewfisld, Robevt Feavedy: 4 Memotr. Read pp. 110-142, and

Staart G, 3rown, The Fiasidascy on Trisl. Read pp. 2345, and

By “"J*&g-
David Halberstom, The Uniinished Cdyvssey of Dobart Hewmnedy.
Reod sectiom 17, pp. 886-123.

Cugarticna: Fonmlete your own guastiens for this evercise.

Hoverber 17th . . . o Dr. Eing, tha Givil Rights Movewent, snd the FDI Vendetta . o o o
Raadings: David Gerrow, The FBL and Dr, Maveiw Lurher Ring, Jr., read

chpts. 3,6,5, 2nd 6. Also read Director Hoover's "Black Messish" Letter and other
docupents on library vagerva. Rasd also Les Puyas®s "FBI Tied to King's Returm to

" Memphis," also om library reserve.

class; sampls of Dr. King'as anti-Vietnam war speach, Rivarside Chowel, Wew York, April
19a7.

Libracy emerzise:; Using aviailable sources found im the public velords reconsbruck
as thorcughl' as posmibls a chronological record of the publie 1ifa and achlavements of
Dr. King. (You may find everything you nead in Eing's obituary).

Quectione: Your logs zhould reflsct your oun guestiows anc rzasktlone Go che readings for
thim waek.

Decesber lat., . . . . The Ring Case and the Evidonca, o« o v o o o o 0 0 o o o o
Bradines: Transerigt of Jim Leapar's appeai for his ellent Jimss Esrl

Ray(sbout 70-80 lmgal brief psgesdon litoary ressrva. This sesignment i optiomal bug

nighly recomandad for pre-law atudznts.

Clenn: Jis legar®s t.v, casetis praseatatlon or the evidewmun ia thr Bing cesa.

fua:tioma s Nony easfygued feor this psriod.

Decoubar Bth . . . o . Bvening v/ Harold Welsd2z3 o 5 o = 5 o 2 o o o



