4/3/74

Dear George,

If you want a veasure of how nuch your lelter ofthe 2d excites me, 1 have eight
peges frou Jimay Ray and L haven't even read them to bs cortein 1 will be eble to umail
this when + leave for town to pick wy wife up this aftermoon.

1 au all for all or any of your suggcations, howesvar it works out of whatever you
or the MV people suzsest or prefer. And please do whatever you can to get it started
48 SOun &S You C&Na

1 do have two sugyestions to make and if there is any reluctance or opposition,
they are only sugrestions.

Recently there has developed institutmonal interest in my vork, ell of it, not just
on assaspinations. If the funding can be arranged through some foundation, it will begin
ofificially impediately. +nformally it has already begun with a small local college that
is being reborn, so to apeak. formerly it was & women's college, liow there are a few sen,
And both institutéions are interested in oral histories.

Sonw of these young women have already begun specialiped studies. They are bright
and all I have met to date are fine human beings. (I expsct two thia afternoon,)

So, if the UMW @ are interested and have no rsluctance to have a few college
women presant, I wo weloome that. I think giving students, particularly women, an
insight into this new breed, would be good for both the undlon snd the students, and I
think letting the students in on a largely unrecorded part of the seamy side of recent
history while they have an opportunity to be with and to evaluate the kind of men who
 hav: evolved could b2 valuable to thems

Your hsnduritten note saks,"Or should I wait for your book?" I plan nons of this.
Perhapas one of thoe students might be intervsted inx thesls that cou.d uake a book? If so,
would it no%t serve all interests?

This leads me to one oi the two restrictions I would like to make, The first is an
obvious one, given the nature o the matordal: not that what can reflect unfairly on others
be prohibited from any use, which on other subjects I was ask, but that there be real
care and consideration before there is any use ol this kind. The other is that I hold for
ny lifetine the right to the literary rights. *lis is not the same as seying I reserve
all litorary rights. “t is, rather, that 1 would want some fair shhre were there to be
commercial use. ‘his is not only normal, bt we have been broke and in debt for a decade.
And I mean not use but only whers they may be commereisl use, I do believe there can be
movie material in this,

S0, if the others are willing, I lock forward to what you su gest, but I would like
it to be taped, not with the formality of what 1 understand oral histories to be, but
wore like a bull seasion, with wide participation. Fot only is it likely that othery’
will have substantial contributions and probably fascinating personal recollections,
but I imow for experiences of the past that when I have real dieslogue end a receptive
audience it draws me out. Not like a ham on camera but it triggers recall, reminds me of
indicents that had not come to mind, thinze like that.

Hy own taping equip=ent is, of the opsrative, limited to a Sony TC 40.

If it is agreeable to ths WiW people and any others (you? your idds?) I would then
suzgeat that for busy men an svening might be batter. For these students, any time up to
about the middle of the first week of lay, when they have to begin preparing for finals.
If thias ia agreeable, I have in mind a suall group, to be selected by the dean Hho would,
I am confident, be interestal herself,

Unfortunately, I'm too brokeuto use the phone. As of no+ 1 have an afternoon mseting
in Washington 4/15. I atdll get u, before the mm and could be at UMW headquarters the
begdn dng of thelr day if these people would lik¢ to mcet with me briefly and disguss
what interesta tiem, hov to go about it, etces It is possdbls my schedule will chna--e but
&g of ysst rday, it 1 thise *t can be iuportant to ne bolause it is a ‘-‘ollywoud interest
in an aspect of uy work. Yesterlay s mpilgram concludes they are ready %o recch an agreement.

.




1 o Pive days I'ros gy 61st birthday. I ao anxious to ar-ango for access 4o an
enormous anount of worke I hope so much frow soiething %o come of the broed arrengements
I an trying to caike I can feel it while I tuste 41t. and I have been part of very much
over the years, and enormous part, in snatches, not recorded anyvhere.

Aside froa ay own investigzative reporting, vhich was not the newd kind, leaks and
liitls core, I palked and boozed with public figures. There are bits and pleces of
history I serhaps alone have,

Right after I wrote you another bit of this came back, the inderson coluzn with
aahoﬁpammpatmbmmmmfmmﬂann)- That was one of my more
sensational anth-iazi ca exposures awl the entire story involves a foruer President
and a man prominent v llugh Socotts I wrote Whitten. You know the hangup on me. “ack
Anderson apparently shares it, s I do not know what if any the response will be, Houcver,
while I was able to get most of oy work published, one that I couldn't should interest
the UM poopie because it »elates to a restrictive arrangement to in ofsct prevent the
developunt of aynthetic oil from coal (also synthétic rubber). Whether or not I still
have those files in storage - and becausc I was working with both IV and British
intelligence either pay not have rétwmed them - I have a sharp enough recollection,
including names, to get them started 1f they want to look into this.

The story was then so hot that even I, uhich gos wind of 1%, probably through
DJ, firet apgmnnhudqm and then chickensd out.

And is this not an area where stulent power could be of interest to uniona?

Could <here not be mutual intereats?
So, your sugsestion excites me, whether in limited or full use.
'Hmmahoa&mddnﬂmtwumwumumm.lmmadmoe to
whatever arvangements are uede and to whatever restrictions anyons pdght want, but I
would really want a tape very umuch and for it to be available for oral-history uce.

and Goorge, 1f I cun got a foundation intorested, I see not only fairly extensive
and socially useful literary pomsibilities fron a tresercuous asount of worke. I can
se: the work of Students over the years, and centered around a readdly-avedlable archive,
1 can sea potomtial useiulness to all the nedis.

* much apyreciate any cncouragvment, Thanka for yours,

mmaz' »



