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s Revealed by Another Who Defeciar

By Peter Deriabin , - FEAR OF PUBLICITY
“The recent defection of Soviet intelligence officer Yurl — —
1. Nosenko has agsin focused the attention of the world on T recall that I had an alost pathological faaf of
_ the subject of delectors {rom communism. As a former Sovict pudicity, which even now, 1a retrospech S {S5euit 10 eX-
- intelilgence oficer, NOW & United States cltizen, and a resi- plale. MY only experience with Press media was in ihe
. der:t of the United States for the last ten yeaTs, 1 naturally Sovict Union, where the press is the oScial voles
have more than 2 passing fnterest in such evenis. I government and the Communist party. As naive as It may
vicariously relive each new defection as each one takes me.sound, I could not be, convinced that American press cofit-
back to the time. almost exactly 10 years ago, when I made men:s o0 my defection did not refiect oXictal U. S. govera-
my own fnal, {rrevocable decision to reject communism, ment reaction to my defection. But with the passazs ol the |
the Soviet system and the Soviet way of lite. I remember;lass 10 years 1 have come to » better understaniing o
5o well that feeling of deep loneliness which accompanied Wesiern democracy and to appreciate tha true meanns
the decision to leave all that I knew and embrace the un-’ of the expression wfrec press.” I think it saie o 5a¥ that
known. It was some comifort that the unkoown West had; tie life blood of Western LeWSDApErs i3 curTent news. Tke -
at least been expiored by me samewhat during my sty in;dcfc:'.tan of a Sovieb eitizen, and particulasly of & Soviet
Vienna. I knew that it might hold hardship for me in the’ {ntelligence oSicer, 1s “hos news,” and as goon B3 it happens,
future, but 1t could hold no horrors comparable to those, there s pressure (0 get something about it into print.
I was leaving. - 37 But unfortunately the time of the greatest prossure. oF
vet I was leaving "much that was good and much desire, It you will, on the part of news xecia for ipforaation™
which I loved. This knowledge ORLY made me more bisterly - about & defector and his de’ection, coincides exacily with
hate the inhumad rezime which had made it impgssibie the time of the greatest resistence o the releass of any .
for me to retain both my heritage and m¥ self-respect.  news on the patt of the defector Bimeel and on the part = .
1 think that Nosenko must be experiencing similar of the defector’s YWestern friends who are harte.in3 him.
f‘"‘; geelirgs. Even now 1 vividly remember, in the weeks fol- Lacking factual information. and uader pressure =2 pros . —
L 1

lowing my oWn defectlon, how I was aiternately depressed ‘duce cony, our enterprising reporters Wil often iz what-

and elated; NOW filled with 2 tremendous drivg o unburden €VEY seimpy facts they can uneatth, ard embellish TEel oY

-mysel?, to cleanse myself of the filth which hacd {orced e {ndulging In tanctful, unrealstic gnd somedlcts PY Ay g

to bresk away, DOW lethargic, disinterested, overcome py harmful speculation regarding the motivation a=d value of

_"welr,achmm" : .guct defectors. . * .
The most difficult transition of all was to realize the Certainly Nosenka's immediate value to the Azieriesn | !

freedom Wwith which Americans criticlze themselves snd ‘counter-intelligence services wiii te great. However, his

their institutions. In the controlled state society of jong-range value to the West is infinitely &re ser and.

‘Soviet Union. eriticism s either an undercurrent, dangerous lonzer-lasting. Ctssentially Nosenko as 2 Soviet ‘nteiligence

to express, or 1t is used as & deviee of the regime—elther officer personifies the elite of the Soviet Tnlon. As an in-

ofEcial self-criticism designed to relieve tension_in & sen- telligence officer he was arst & political reallst sho, due <0

_gitive area or the sort of provocation intended to ferzet out His privileged access o information and right t0 travel °

~groublesome™ people. Suspleion within the highest levels sbroad, best understood conditions 83 they really ware In |

of the Soviet state is intense, and helf your waking hours the Soviet Ualon without the gloss put on them by the

are spent speculating oa the veal motives behind relatively - Boviet propagands machine. . -

simple Bscts: you begin to worTy about _the infiection of As a member of the XGB, which Ls the primary astru-

casuai greetings. So it was deeply unsetiling to me, at first, * ment for implementing Knrushchev's “peaceflul coexistencc”

to hear the normal g:ommen'.a of Americans about every- POy abroad, he bess-understood the inherent Lypocsisy of .

thing from the Presidency 0 the price of egas. At gty T pest;understood the HERLEL R

trylng to it American outspokenhess<nto thc norms of B

Soviet soctety, I broeded about ~provocations” or “counter- - . o -

venture to say that the experience of 2 free speech rocieiy
{s the most gm:nlt adjustment any Sovlet defector must ,
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Soviet foreizn policy. As he was & Communist paniy mem-
ber. Le experlenced the moral and spizitual bankruptey of
the ruling poiltical parsy in the Soviet Unlon. As & member

of the KGB, charged with maintaining the iron-fisted sub= -

jugation of his own people, he was not deceived by "Potem-

kin Villazes” and other fancy showplaces erected to decelve

and delude the foreign tourists who
clreuls”™ tour through the USSF.

Nosenko probably was dally confronted with snd re- .

volted by the Soviet government's need to suppress the im-
patience and {rustration of its own people, rankling under
46 years of broken promises. He doubtless often wondered
how long Earushchev could distract the attention of his

. eltlzens from these brokenpromises

" denunclations of alleged capitalist encirciement of the.’
USSR. But finally Nosenko and a growing segment of Sovieb -
society came to reslize the simple fact that the Sovlet sys=
tem simply does not WOTX. It cannot even. feed its own
citizens! -

Thus. in weleoming Yuri I Nosenko to our shores, let us< |

" think of him as & window in the false front, & hole in the
- facade, which will permit us & view of the reality behind -,
- the wall of Soviet propagands. The reality which he, as 8,

member of the Soviet elite, canl reveal to us, is never seen |

and seldom _apprecl_nedww:aumen. _
‘ . THE RED APPARATUS.

-

:  our Kremlinologists might also lears from Nosenka
that the Soviet phenomenon cannot be intelligently studied
or understood: without & thorough understanding of the
Soviet security and esplonage apparatus. For.it Is this puni-

- tive spparstus whick msakes up an inordinate portion of
Soviet official bureaucracy and is cirectly and solely re-
sponsible for the continued existence of the Communlst 5¥3-
tem in Russla. It is this punitive-espionaze and subversive
apparatus which is most directly charged withy the fmple-

in the more than 10 countries outside the. Commuaist bloc,
where the USSR has official dl:lomsticrepnsent.mon. more
* than 65 per cent of the allezed *diplomats”™ are actually
Soviet Intelligence officers. In addition to these staff in=-
. telligence officers, another 25 per cent of the officlally ac-
crecited Soviet diplomats are “cg-ppted,” or forced to col-
. * laborate in ths conduct of esplonage or subversion opera=
" tions. This leaves = small percentage of those
» gecredited wio sctually are bona-fide diplomats.
. In fact even I was su
recognize and identfy at
serving outside the GSS@ s former colleagues who, when T
knew them, were experienced stafl offcers of the Soviet in~
telligence service. Five such~ ambassadors now serve in

[

with saber-rattling and .

to Jearn recently that I can.”
ast 20 Soviet ambassadors now -

OC

Brazll, Strigascv in Lruguar, Nikolsy Uekserav in ATIIN-
tina, and Aleisander AleLeayey in Cusa. No &ciht Noseiid
will know oihers.
I am convinced tha. we should T~t Tiew Nza2llll
fection as & spectacuiar or uniqus imcifiani of the Luix 7Y
e rstier 8s a viahle symptsm of a mere geop-sezt-d At
serious disease which is epicemic wiinin the Scviiu ey
politlc. For Nosenio's deleczion ls certalaly not an fezlatsd

. tase. Only recently we learned of the case of Cal. Clg
Penkovsky, who was executed for wosding for Western in-
telligence services insice the Soviei Union for over gives
years. Who was Cal. Penkovsky?

. TOP STRATA OF SOCIETY *

Pirst, he was s senior \So7it military Inielligence
officer. To any present or former Scviat citizans, this simple
statement of fAct conveys 3 Worid of Informiasion aheut the
status in Soviet soclety of Col. Penizcveky. It places him un-
mistakably among the chosen few nezr the top of the Py~
. mid. Second, he was the son-in-law of 2 prominent Sovict
- weneral, who had been a me: sber of tha fossow Lihiary
.. .Council during Wozld War I gad who was & momier of
the Supreme Sov'es of the TSSR. Thus. ais marries: pulied
.* him higher up the pyramic, izio contaet Wit che aciusi

kY

13

*" ruling class of the Soviet Union. Fiaally, ke was tie €52

* gamily friend and protege of the Soviet marsiaal In charze

. &) pf tactical rockets for the entire Soviet erry. Taus, by -

virtue of his profession, his marriace, and his friendships,’
he was condrmed and reconfirmed as & meamber of the
privileged eliie which occupies the top staia of Soviet
soclety. s ) )

wurl Nosenko, too, unquestionably belomzed to the’
highest levels, the “crems de la creme,” of Soviel soclwW.
Ho was @ respected memoper of iae sacrosanct pumilve
o::sn--bhe EGB—which even polices the Scviet Takng -
class. . .

Now, ironically, the Soviet system, which for years iias
labored to obliterate Individuaiity, conscicace, relizion end
morality, Is suddeniy naupted by the specter ol & supel

- puling class revolted by its own excesses. }

: It is vital to our national security 2nd possibly ever to
our national survival that we leave tae welcome mat out for .
future defectors. There should nevar be any gquestion as $p -
their motives or value to the Fuee Worid,

. I expect that Nosenko's transition wil not always 2o
smoothly nar will it be compleie—as Io transition can be.
While adjusting to this new and urtelievably free soclety.

- Nosenko can be eomforted by the fact tbat ke is not alone.
There have been over 130 delectors from the USSR In re- |
cent years. I personally know many other defecicss from
the Soviet securily services who, lize me, have make e
transition and are living happy and producdve lives &s

- Americangltizms, T T T -
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atin Americs. They.pre Bazarov o Mexico, Forpin o
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. T TPETER DERIABIN, defector, speaking. The'

‘author of this exclusive article was a major in Vienna'
for Soviet State Security (KGB) when he defected to |
the West in February of 195¢. Now, 10 years later,’

:+ Deriabin arites about the changes that have taken place’
o 'in his life, about the things he left behind and the things.
" that took their place. He lives somewhere in the United,
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:States, is @ writerand scholar of political science, and:

- ihas attended American universities. The picture af’

Erfgfz_t shows him in profile, his face hidden.in shadows.’

- iOf course, it is still a shadowy life he leads, but the,

‘editor who discussed this article with him deseribed
‘Deriabin ds “cery -well adjusted.””. Oddly, Deriabin,
s held almost the same job in Vienna that Yuri Nosenko,.
féﬂxe recently defected Soviet officer, held in Geneva.
“Both were in charge of surveillance for large Soviet.
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