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K{’ L Mr.[Howard P. YWillens ‘
FROM:  Mr/W. Davia Slawson . . . o, ff ahe 1N (,,(—i_

SUBJECT: Letter to the Russian Government

_ ) _-g Bac round : i
Lee Oswald spent almost three yeers in RLssie-_ Almcst e
our sole.sources of in;o“mation on these Jears a"e nis own o

| j:wriuings and correspondence and Merina's testinony. we are-{fﬁ.

.

here*gre_preparing a lette* to be sent to the Russian"?f N
e‘ZGovernment asking for addiuional 1n:ormeuion.ﬁ.

" On 21 January 19 k uhe CIA sent us a dra t o;'sucnraﬂJ¥

sl

'”-lleuter. The Stete Department has commented that in_its

uopinion uhe CIA dra;» would probably have Serious ed#erbe Qﬂ

s :._3_1;_.'._ rofe .- LI

'Jﬁ??diplomauic effects. The State Departmen% fééis tnat tne it-

ji;CIA draft carries an inference that we suspect that Oswald--

- .‘ 1.4

Ehmight have been an egenu for the Sovieé Governmen“ and tnat

e;fwe are,asking the Russian Government to documenu our Epi®

: Q:suspicions. The State Department feels tha» the Russians

- will not answer e letter of this kind, at least no rutn_:;““f“

" fully, ‘and that .u-. will also do positive herm 1n that tney

) will cake offense at our senoing 1t to them-- ;he Stabe:j;

fi‘Depertment proposes irstead that we send a ve“y sho*t end &l

'f?simple request for whatever 1nformation the Russian f
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Government cares to furnish us on Lee Harvey Oswalé and ;

< !

his wife,- Marina.;
) ~ On 31 Janua:y 1964 Hr. Alleﬂ Dulles dronﬁed into my
. office to converse generaIIJ on tne foreign aapects of tne

assassination. AT that time he made uUQ points. Fir3u3

*

LI he'felt théﬁ we should not rulea e Marina s testimony to"'

the general public or, even to her a orney until er we

% T -,__-.._,__‘J___‘

nad received our answers from uhe Russian GQVernmenu._ Fe L

-1eels thau so long as the Russians are in dcubt as ta how

B

“3gagpearance o; our trying to do uhis.g

at wnerever we have 1nfornation against

i ..-..

the Russian answers tnat we 1ndicate uhis

s, --. e ___ ,.,_ o 5— A

e ;,'-araft of the CIA‘S proposad 1etuer to the Russian Governmenu

._-,s,, T ._.¢ . -

back to me as soon as possible with his comments no»ed on tqe‘

. e B 4 . :
N '. s




'i'_such as to give material offeqse to the Russians ' L yning
"thau including a TEW snecific ques»ions mignu even ne bene-,ﬂ:Jm
?3’icial in’ thau, if ve were~careful in tne choice—of Sl .

}hfdrafting of these questions, we niwht successfully conﬁej uo?

fuhe Russian Government the 1maression

"_Government.

;:;propoge includins specific questions sucn as the folloWins

_ nection with any hospi alizations and other medical:f-

“.examinatians and ureatments of Lee Harvey Oswald.and o;-

Recommendaiions

ly inclination at the present time is that the State
Department's recommended approacq is probably prere atble. to :

the CIA's.. Howevee, I uould modifly the Staee DeparuTenu -

Lat,

appr oacn sliahtly by followirg the general reques» with a-f'

few'—— very few —. specific cueSuions.' These questions would w

be restricted to areas thab wefe both importanu to us end rot

-

In other words, pr operly chosen and drarted

,.-... _‘.,-‘_ &

we would 1ike to have-w'”

ﬂé 1-- Copies of all documenus and records Liy conn= .

Mrs. Marina OSwald durino her adult life, ncludin
(1) His treatment in October 19;9 :i.n m’s'co.e




e m m o

ny“Russian ciuizensnlp during 1ate 195Q and thereafter

Oswald 1n reference to her attempts to leave Russia and

'1 acconpany her husband to tne United Staues.-

when, according to his own diary, he °
was found unconscious in -his hotel.

- - room by Intourist Guide Rina Shirokava
- after an attempted 3uicide._;,~“ _
(2) - an exarinations or. treatwents made of'

& Ry 2

Marina Oswald on or about Octooer ;961_

“[When,laccordinﬂ to Lee HE;V&J Oswaldksie.- .
@diary, warina Oswald was treated Lor &

l,nervous eAnauSuion.;-'

ez i ik _“-..__ o

4.- COpies of all conesnondence to and from

el 'H\"'=‘:-' i %

and return to the United Staues,h; ;'L;; Iy

P B Copies of all correspondence to andf*rom:Marina '

6.‘ Copies of the file on Lee Hervey Oswald kept ny"

| tne Soviet Consula.te in Mexico 01by. b

s i i, 2 e Thbe @ gl



(

. Copies of any records showing drunkenness
&

i
AS
.
W
.
N

violence, disorderly coaaucu or ovher abao“nal benavior on .
. the part of Oswald, whether or not crlminal. Sy
You.will note that I have not askea in tne ;orego*ﬁg
questions (exeent fer No. & and No 7) 1or copaes of inuernal
'nemoranda minutes, etc.;las does the CIA draft.’ l ‘
ine following questions night ne asked qu‘I aﬂ 1ncl;nea"
o taink tnet they are not imnortanu enough to marraﬁu f:f:
7fagf' ; 'probahly offendin, the Soviet Covernment by in31hd+n" taev-' -
I - '1.1. In the file Iurnished to uhe Uni ed suatesf{;];f
JGovernmeat hy the Sovieu Governmenu csvering tﬁe correspoadeuce"

.jbeuueen the Russian.Embassy 1n Uasnington, D C;, and

_see Harvey and Marina Oswald, tnere is a letter dated

1; July 9, 1902 from W. Reznichenxo, Chief of une Consular

SR ‘“ i r‘

':.f; Section,.uo Marina Oswald and a letuer aated August 15,f1962

?to N. Reznichenko from Marina Oswala.* Both letters refer to

"Form Card No. 118 P and tne leuter dated August 13’.1902

'”"AIf possibler we requesu that a. copy of this Form Card be

'lj furnished to us at this time._; ?.if"“

L2, A description of Oswald's Joh 1n the Fins& Radio and = S

) Television factory, plus copies of all emnloyment records ':ff"

&

"’ union records and other Job-related activities of Lee Harvey ;TT

'Oswald. ?'T'

";3. A statement as to why Lee Harvey Oswald uas not_

t'l'-‘l' Tl

rranued Russian citizenship status by the Russian Governmenu _




i ;*;evidence we might obtain fron the Ru531an Covarnmenu as to

"_1ess and because the marksmanship angle is not crueial I

. Waich would Seen loeically to ;ollou in unis COﬂteJu. David

2 Oeuald‘s mermsnanship as of primery 1noor*aeee ena unat :

e-tne*efore, although he would welcome whatever additional
) Os'.-ald's skill wi.tn a.ireams, he does not feel tha.;. ‘::his 1s

: “:Tlreasan ve’ might want to asz questions in regard to Osuala s
;:{firearms and/br hunting activities 1n the Soviet Uhien is to.

I;fiud out whether the gun club and uhese activities were some‘
_ i{SOru of cover-up for sahotage or espionage traln;ng.::

r';LfCertainly 1f such was the cese, tne Russiens will not admit

rdoeument sueh a conclusion on our part Consequently,:‘

T 7 ( ) - ) ] (’
'Or, il Oswald was offere& such citizehship and.he refused,
‘copiles of 2ll cor“espondence to and from Oswald on‘tﬁie
subject. :

The CIA drarft incluees certain 1nqu1riea on 0=wa1a 5. _
ownership of weapoes in the Sovieu Union. Tﬂe CIA craf“ doeS‘l

.not 80 on to ask about his nemeersnia in ‘the M;nsk gun cluo,

_Beli1 has told me that he no 1onger regards uhe issue of

-e__.

niu&-priority iuem._ In my oxn oninicn, the only otne":'

L€ ¥, a,_.

:\- -

"[eit nor will they furnish us 2ny evidence from which we can ?:.“

'_'because urying to get informetion as to e “coveruuc" is hope-:;QE

-_'recomrend that ve not question the’ Russian cOvernmenu on »he '

'subject of 05wald's firearms and/br huntina act*vities in 4t




