3/8/69
Silent Triend,

Yesterday, performing thke simple, unexacting chore of pouring s pail
of weter In the bumicdifier, ¥ ¥ick my lumbosacrel disorder ianto painful orbit faor
th: first time in six tc eight months. This mskes many normsl thiazs uncongenisl,
more s when I first eriee. As I watched the coffes perk I wondemed whzt to do -
until I limber up 2 bit. ¥h¥ Tcm popred into my mirnd, I &o not know, tut he aid.

It then occurred %o me that possibly you might have some guilt
feelings abeut him, having recomrendsd him initially, accerding to Penn, who gave
me this charseter for him when, so long ago, I expressed misgivings to him. If
thils is the coase, bte et esse, for thnt hoed nothinowbo do with it. Your conscience
suld te oleer. C
- If, sslide from Jim, snvone iz to tleme, it may be me. When Tom told me
pl hod dene 211 L2 could in the Archivas,fhé ecked me to reccrrend to Jim that he
e Tem Tor research in the office. With this experience in the Archives, thet
ruc’c me s a fine 1des snd I mode the recommendeticn, It mey cr mey ‘ot heve
nflurnced Jim. *p retroarect, it sesms to me I should huve first meée scme effort
d losrn wkat Yom hed accomnlished in the Archives. I di< not. I sssumed he had
done whet sny student could hove done, what Pary 2nl Pgul, toth =zo much younger and
ss experienced, have done so well. Leter, 1 lesrned that his time there was slmost
E;I irely wested. + spent what for me is 8 young fortune sfter my Decembsr trip %o
o trying to make up this deficiency., R '

... . _From timetc time I heve heé ressons tc sustect Tom 2r2 I heve communi-
cated them to Louis. These go teck to well pest the point of hie treschery. Louis,
I leerned, had tis omm doubts. Then, fivelly, I cenfronted him, he said ke hed
made this recomzendetisn to Jim apd Jirm Just 4idn't fire veople. I raised the
qpéstion repeatedly, each tire I had new reacon. For exomple, iust Qctoter I lezrned
om cre of Themnlsy's friends thzt Tom 7es kelping them. In Jult I lesrned thatk
kad helped Epeteir. As recently as Dacember, nointing cut +thst he and DBoxley
4 shered the ssme office withott either suszpectinsg the other, I =sked how he could
e permitted to remein. Then, in Jarusry, I esked if he could still be tolersted
ith triel so clese. Seo, i% ie net your fault. Ferhsps you tsve not cousidered thet
it is. But ny cheif purpece 1o writing is sc thetkveu would not .

Since lesving New Orlesna i huve copyrighted three limited editions,
the initiml book on the sutopsy, the one I did xkiimx® ww:beginning weile I was
there in Januery ané COUP D'ETAT. I hove almost completed sn enrendix for each,

to contein the ansctated documenteticn upr-n which esch 1s hased.

Unfortunately, the hip-shooting continuea. There were two perjuries
in Shaw's testimony with which he was cherged. Thisx 1s not becsuse the proof wes
not et hend. I hed, for other ressons, not enticipating he would take the etsnd end
lie under cath, delivered it &and it is in the files, When I wrote J4m to remind him,
after Shaw waes charged (somsthing I egein di3 not =nticipete 3t this early date), I
sttributed this to the fect that Alexender Grehsm Dell hss not yat be-n born (I per-
heps should have seid Don Ameche), There is other, more glaring perjury, fﬁis I
d1d snticipate and I ddd phone in sdvsnce about it. To no avail, I hava yet to
heer from any of taem. "hatk‘ they needlessly missed,sincluding on Shaw, you will

never, fully, know. The incompetence was professionsl, thoroughly so.



They ¢o not teach it in school, tut Hew Orleans is the southernmost
range of the lemming.

For whatever it is worth to you, entirely sside from Jim, I ammxwmcxix
have been snd remeinmsi convinced thast Shaw had an involvement. With what I know
and what I have had reason to suspect, even the nature of Dynond's cross-examins-
tion affirm this. I have reasd the Q end As as they spveared in the N.O. papers
end the points Dynond ceme right up o and then skirted, without detection
though they are obvious, are nersuasive to me. Dymond also knows. It is discoursg-
inz that none nf my dretheren on the spot could detect this sz it ia that the
erogs exeninstion wss so diespirited ond lackluster, though by *hen *here was
every reaason for discouragement by the lawayers,

If the Q ond As ss orinted are at sll closge to acrurate snd complste,
hen nothing new came out about tie zesassinetion end its Investigation. Oser did
¥e excellent use of wha% L brouzht %o light in POST MORTSM, the first book on the
autorsy, done in August 1967, in his gquestioning of Finck, ‘inee, fortunately, was
familiar with it {he reacd it last zumuer end said it is the most important book
at far - tas one ho 3314 ho had to et publishecd then foargot abeout). John Hichols
Q:gtd i% and tha documenbaticn boshind i% the previous winter. Oser and Alford are
among those I gave covpiss %o 1/80/69{ The one thing they added is the name of
Admiral Znney. This is discouraging. Mors, ithey have Fihelk dead to rights on
rjury and in 8 context thet snatles them to call ench of tha autopsy doctors
d esch of the panel finks ss witnesses, subjecting sach to the hazerd of perjury.
is so clear, so logical, 3o all-one-wsy, I sm convineced they will not do it.
e only other data on the subbpsy tunt ceme out in she trisl iz ~hat I develoned
ginning when I was with you this laat trip, frou the data Clork auwnplied in
Tresponse to the action in court in Weshington, given to 'ince, Bartel snd ‘Vecht,
who used it msgnificently in cour: in Washington. ind they hsd the transcripd in
E;E:w Orleans. S0, tha oaly really new information ws developed is a dirsct conseg-
a

nce of inconceivoble irresposibility on Jim's part in subpeneeing the pictures
nd X-rays of the auwtopsy when 1 knew and %nld bim there was no chsin of possession
nd we could not vsllidate them any mors than ftha govarmmens could, 2ad the équsally
inconceivable stupidity of Clark in giving me a description of thelr contents. The
ona thing in all of this that commends respect is the brillisnt uss of saemantics
in tha two reports produced in Washinzton., They fonled even the zovernment lawyers,
never did underatand what theyXsay. They are a great plus for us and meks the
aw Uprlasns f£issco, a real diasster in terms of what could have tean addquced (Shaw
aver coul- hevs tesn convicted, for had he been the case had to bs ravarssd on
sppeel for what those on "our aide” hawve dons that in reality denied him his rights),
a pesitive step far forward. Tha immadiats effect is very bad.

A womsn who wes ssspocisted with the Detrick vigil now has some free
time. I am goirg to ask her to trenscribe those of your Wemphis notes I neve., I will
then return them snd a copy of her trenserivt, I would like to borrow whet I didn’t
get for ths ssme turpose. It now lonks as taough some of the influsentisl =ai respon-
aiblz blacks are getting interested, It sesms to me that 1 made s tsps with you
about the radio bit. I cammet f£ind it, If you can find the time, I'd very much =
appreciate it if you could put this on paper for me, I'd 1ike to 8dd tnatkas an

pendix to COUP end 1'd like it fer a record. I heve not lost interest #n the
Naw ‘hiladelphie pucturs, Tor the stated purpose, in the event this book can be
printed. I think the entire picture is en appropriste replacement of & dedication.

Again my thenks for your meny kindnesses snd tolersnces. Pleese remember
me to evaryone, especially Carol and Betay.

Bogt rogards,



