1/11/66

. #p. Jenes Harris
242 Last 49th S+,
New Yori, H.Y.

Dear Wy, Harris,

I want to %he Archivég this momin: end exsmim d the shirt end aerrangsd for
thres color pictures for you. ¥ recollection wes correct on the two Hill exhibits,
but when you get them pleuse réeall that Hoover told the Comirission the originsl
negatives got lost and coples were mmde from prints. There 1s s third color picture,
mede by the FBI. I do not know when they will be resda(the paoto work 1is sosetinmes
quite slow) but ss soon ns I get them 1'll send them, L understand the coat will be
+2,50 ench.

4y exsmination had be be more hasty that I'd have liked, but 4 dld examine
the shirt in a locked srchive under very bright fluorescent lights and then, briefly,
in a private offige with » window facins the northi. I could not take it outside.

+ sxpacted s much derker total effect then I got when I first saw 1t ss it

wes being withdrewn from the hesvy timnsparent bag in which it 12 kept inslde a
menils envelops. I got & very promounced gold effact. This wus true under both lights,
snd the gold effeet was not diminished under nmetural light (no sun)e I expected, from
this stron: impressisn, tn find thet the geld glittered whea I got 1t close, as though
it hed @ fine metellic hfresd in it., It does not. There ore dsrked potches, and they
have a purplish-bluek iXpeot from s slight distance, with thp sugcestion of irridis=-
cense, Dut this slso 15 2 deception, 1 elso axpectad to s dark brown cloth with

8 pold fleek runninz through it. 'l'his. agein, is not trud. The material is 0 q:ite
thin thing between the fibres of which 1% 1s made. The fibres sre abdut 1/16 inch
thick snd woven together like s fine gras= mat, but not in e criescrnss. Light

readily shows betwsen these fibres. It 13 setuslly » very light-weight shirt. I would =
ssy the colors are brown and gold, with » somatimes b}nck ef sot de pite the fuct that
pone of ths brown is thst dark. I cannot explein it. "ohnson noted this and sgre-d with
my observations. It is reslly o brown with a yellow fleek. There sre blaclk threads,
You can fecl the reised effect of these rather thick fibres on » thin or lighteweight
shirt, The fibras nlse run crossweys, in the case of the =cld, The buttons are clesr
plastie but s lit'le cloudy. They are & ightly lerger than dress-shirt buttaons, about
fhe size of work-shirt buttong. They sre 8 1lit le thickjwitﬁ“but 8 tepered edge.

hose the exhibit shows misaing are, snd the visible tufts of thread whers they were
sre as 1o the vlecture,

There are two good-sized braast pockets, without flap or bottons. There are
four sets of initisls at the top, in both indelibls peneil snd rsd, llke a broad, folt-
tipped pen. ime, on the outside laft eollar teb is "RL" (forgot to losk under collsry
Un the inside, on the bodypof the shirt Just below the eollor: ™S, FB sll these
printed, and written in bg&ck (slightly broad, agein sugresting felt tip) HMDe I am
not certsin of this, meitier is Johnson, I was les: certsin of the first initial. It
13 he who of ered the 1 end I have nc better suggestion.

The top ¥m button fastens not with o buttonhole but with a feirly thlek
lonp that 1s in rether good condition, #s though the button wes notb often fastene
and sug esting tc me (perhs 15 quite erromeously) 1it le laundering, The lsft cufl is
only & ightly frayed, ¢35 1t also is, very =1ichtly, nlenc the edze where the batton-
hol 1is. The sleeves sre slishtly pleated waoeme %hey join the cuf.. fere there was
a £l8t, ro ndish blob sbout a quarter of sn inch in size zuggesting wax, It was
firmly at*achaed, There we:d gaveral much smslier pstches of the same or similar aate-isl
elsewhere dn the shirt. This, 1 believe, 1a of the richt zuf’. The smaller onaa 1 not-

{ced re on th: body of the ahirt.



Both bottom buttonholes are torn, the lower on: more. It io now atout =n
ineh longz. *nterastinzly enouzh, the reinfofeing thresds usually woven or stiteled
sround the edges sre uot there, These sre sn enlarged i% would sesm that the shirt
could not stay buttone , &3 the plcturs seems to show 1t tn be. If this hunpensd at
the theater in the strus le, what then haprened to the reinforcement: het#the
lowsat buttonhole {s tha sbirt is slso torn #n the inside. I'd gsay fpom the profunditity
of my ignorsncs that in 1ts day this was not & chesp ahirﬁj,l going on the workmanshin,

Thers are alac mzrkings on the bottom ond on the inside. There 1s sn
encircled ¥ followed by the numbers 12-18-63, Therz ia VD and NTP or F. Thare is
nlao what mizht be ezlled & pair of F's backed up and pivoting » bit from the bo ttome ¥~
The rizht sleeva ia torn obout 9 inches from the cuff, no% where the elbow should be.
It ia & spot thet had baen darned end is torn above the darned plscae. 1t is possible
thet th tesr ccineides with e rt of the psteh, va it is that 1t begins at she end
of the patch,.

There is no visibls evidencs that the shirt wa: loundered sfter it waos
worn. +t is well wrinkled, yet much of this could be sttributed to the monmer in
which it is storeg in » plsatic pouch ebout 8x9, perheps slichily larger. I detected
no odor. The collbr suz-vst that i1t wos not well ironed when last it wes lsundered.
Toward tha points it 1z moras wrinklsd end to the feel ssems s 1lit-le thicker, porhaps
because of this,

I nope this informotion includes whot you want,

The color pletures will be 8x10s. Have %o hurry for 1've other thinzs to
do, ran late sll dsy, ond am to meke o brosdesst fto Jon ‘ransisco at 11:30 by phone.

Sincerely youra,

Dear Sylvis and Maggle, My judgement of

Schiller was so utterly wrong I hesitate to

offer sn opinion to the two of you who wsre so Harold Telsberg

right about him. The record wns pleyed on TOP

yesterdsy, then he was on & pregram on the statiov

in the aftern.on, behsvinz from what I've hesrd souewhat belbter than hz did Ina mic.
hside from my srtist who heard it snd belatedly phoned my wife so she heard part of

it, I heerd comment from noone at sll today, including some of the botter lmown
corraspondents who I saw, The Archive peopla, where he wes briefly yesterdsy, perhaps
so he could sasy he'd heen there, implying he workaQ there, didn't even kuow he was on
the air. He thinks so little of his record he didn t give them e copy. He wes on the
seme l=te-night show I was on Friday. Unly my srtist, who =gein %Neard it only by
a:cident (and only part) eommented on it at sll. He nas attracte no attention, no
mention in the press here. XCBS (Herve ilorgsn Show) played th: recerd lust week. They
got not 2 =ingle phon= enll on 1t. They called me tonizh% and I'm brosdessting on
Manchester (The Revolving Whitewash is the record, the Unofficial ¢hitewash is Man, in
my owa ncmeanclature) snd the record, if they want to go in to that. I did get comment
on Man, today, sall vio,ently negative, but from informed people The correspondents

were aghsst 2% the sheer liderary incompetsnce and irresponsibility. Penn snd LA just
callsd, hsing known notning until I wrote them Sat a.m. The Batmon snd Robin pictures
were put up by the kids. They are nct too disturbed, but are surprized becsuse Sch.

was so nice,..Ebe letter to Bahmer on Ball self expleoatory...Johason’s offhand reply
todsy negative., He !mows of no such thing....Bod Weiszmen, sglf-described ss the bubcher
with the surgeons on 12/21. Maggie, hed done s very interesting thing wiik the wrong
weapon eni the wronf bullets, all of which deformed. He knows rifles and will duplicate
when he can efford = Cercen. Ray may be interested, Flease tell Rsy he mono csme yes-
terday. I toolk 1% to the big bo-kstore today but the mgr was too busy for me to do more
than mention it because he had to double as cashier. 1 1eft 1t with Sem, my artist,

who will reead it snd then give = sales talk for mo that I'll repest next week, Ball
letter not yet typed. ¥ill send. Best to you all.



