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Mr, Jia Fex, Counszel
Harper & Rew
10 B 53 S%.,
Hew York. N,Y. 10022

Dear br, Fex,

| InurryIfouadtmm‘thm-fthox-pruf--fthoﬂe&nlqbwk
dealing with the King assassinatien se unséttling, I hope yeu do understadd it was
net from auythisg you said, that it was net persenal.

If weather pormits Jr. Lesar will bs here day ai'ter temerrew. Ws will have litile
time te discuss this bLecause he 13 teo pressed fer tinme en litigation, He is
three FOIL cases fer ne mew amd in the time he will be hore we have an affidavit te
prepare for sne m.m;-ntt-r-fnrvhiehthorovillutbouoqmto tive, I will
tell him of eour comversatiom amd I will give him a carbes of this letter. 4s sven ss it
hponibhth.ndﬁorluutﬂulmllmtinwhhhumthd.anthonnt
you want te diseus: it further with hiwm. He has s general kuevledge of the Rup
Playbey part and of the ciroumstances.

I realize that when eme makes the representations * have made to
is entitled te suppert. I realize that coumszel zlse has mpeciel problems is mafters ef
tids mature because ceumsel cannet kmew all the fact relating te all the bosks that a
large house publishes, Om the sther hand your auther ewes you ebligatieas, I kmew of mo
centract that dees net include this. And I feel that L have leamed ever far baclward
te be informative, ta take these facters inte consideratiom and te sase the problems
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i for you. I belisve I have effersd you what you ceuld met roasemably expect te have ebs
uj tained under discevery were we im litigation becanse ysu ceuld mot kuew ef its existenca,
i Our teday's cemversation left mo with the feeling that you are putting all of this en me,

Under any circusstamces this would be zmxw mawelcse. Under my circusstances mers se.
What eccurred te me after we speke and did met while we were speaking can perhape illustrate
thia fer yeu.

1 Iuddforymnuuqfuunduiuyihltlbolimymmhtomﬂhdi—
cated te mc that you sheuld have semsene exawine it all, Net Just as it relates te me,

You did mot want to take this time. Instead you asked mere unpeid tise af we,.I did

take te be merexed what you said yeu wanted immedistely. I arranged te have te

the bus station fer yeu me yeu ceuld get it rapldly. “bis alone tesk much mere tims for

me, living in the ceumtry, tham it would fer you. And with enly ene day intervesing befere

Christmas I impesed en others te maie it pessible pursusat ¥y te your request. I had been

led te believe I weuld hear frea you twe wesks age. It is mere tham five weeks since I

Tirst wrete Harpers abeut this. Now I find that you have made changes in the beok witheut

taking any of this inte consideratisn when making ether changes was still pessible, I

H gather that the book is mamufactured er is im mamufacture. It sesas epparent, as I did net

. realize when we spoke, that between the time I wrete “appers and sent you what you asked

b1 for and mew semeene up there might have ssen te the zaking of justified chauges er at

i least have inquired inte them,

j The notes I made on the Playbex manuscript are cryptic amd net very legible, They
wers intended for eother purpeses than teday's. But I de feel that either an editer or
& lawyer golug ever them amd the preofs ceuld have cospiled a list of mpecific questiens
I could have addressed in less tise than we teek teday, You alse weuld have kmown mere
had semesme at “arpers dems this,

Now you want me te go ever all ef this all again, this tise freoa what you will secad
me. I can sea hew in your pesitiem you may cemsider this reasenable but I weuld like you
te think absut hew you would maw feel ia uy position, eapecially when in werkiag 16 to

T e



BAFAP L & e 188 A AL LA L A L

18 heur days, at my age and in my present and permanent comditiom, 1 canmot keep up
with the werk { have undewtaien.

It i3 net emly that I feel tids im unfalr, as I dee I alse feal that you are net
evea saviag asy tisc fer Harpers amd arve wasting time for your heuse, As I have indicated
to you = and I think I was really quite explidit = I tela yeu fhat in sccepting the offers
L made you wsuld be much better of f with your beek amd would learn rmuch abeut it and its
centent thal yeu ceuld learn me ether ways

I am net wiwillin: te give you what I regard as a miror 1llustration ef this, in the
context of my huving teld yeu that it is net a yecd work and is neither honest ner
witheut sany factual srrers, seme I regard ae gordous and as heldims the pessibdlity ef
deidng back en Haroerse

There is new a Ceagressienal iavestigatiem. Whether er met tiey are aow fully in-
formed they heve asked far the largest aporépriation in Comgressioemal history. They
have also ssked for the largest staff, 170 pseple. They have the power of subpeezs.
They cam &t any time ceme up with what could be hurtful tem yeur beek amd te Sarpers.

I did ge over thel mamascript with care, with what foderal ceurt recerds descrive as the
bewt kmowledgs af tha subdbject. I ¢id ge inte some of these things at seme lemgith with
the Playbey people, particularly twe ressarchers. It is =y beliof that in this werk I
auticipated all that could reasemably be expected te react unfaversbly with future
developments, Harpers weuld have had that lmowledge and if dm theae led te other
questisns er concerms a means ef reselving them ani elimimating potential ether preblems
snd casta.

1 de met intemd te be unressesabls i tids amd [ deo net thicic I za being unreasen=
able. I memtioned the pessibility ef suits. Uf course you have had ceumsel read this besk
with that ia sdmd. But this is an enormeusly cemplicated subject and & beck cenveluted by
a phonoy machiowe. I do met believe that any cempetent lawyer cam mmticipate all the
possible legal problems. “erhaps there will be neme. But I have teld you of I de
conpidar possiblo. Anim seme knowledge of the cost of defending even -ﬁeu suito.

If T cannet toll Zapews whore its interest lies I hope yeu cam ses that when I have
sade an effer of access to this far yoeu because it 1s inextricably coatained in what
relates me me and my Tighta where you alse have an interest in imowing I fiad myself
wendering why it was met accepled wad why it appears that we are back at the beglaning.
With the beek fwezam.

Witkdn ressen I will do what I can te sailsfy you. If I have pet alresdy suggested
1% there sre twe others ysucanm cpesult, I caunet say they will but I do take what i hope
you do net regard as a liberty ia asking them te read aud mark up ceples of the besk fer
you, izdicatisg whatever you may want, like uacredited use, unfair use, the masking eof
seurcés teo dishuise them or their existence ik te vretead eriginality fer them, and in
geme cusas the uss of cepyrightsd mutsrial, David Wrome ia Professer of Hiatery at the
versity of Wiscemsia at Stevess Yoiat. He ia the ems respected bdbliegrapher in the
old, Howard Koffmsu is is his last semegter in the Yniversity of Flerida law scheel
at Gainesville, His address is 1111 SV 16th “ve., Apt 156, zip 32601 In a short widle
he is beceming clerk te a federal appeals ceurt judge. Le is sn exceptienally gifted
man. “e has mer- tham & gocd knovledge of my werk frem having studied it and because
I turmed the wppemdixes of tho last twe ef =y beeks over te him, Beth are my friends

but beth ars hon st and hemorable. Centrary te ey there are autheatic schelars
ip this fleld. fose are twe, Both alse are published authore.
Sinceroly,

Hareld Weilsberg



