Harold Weilsbarg
Route 8
Frederick, Md. 21701

BLOODY HARLAN

Doess the shotgunned desr-slug asssssination of Lawrence Jones
mesn th. end of America's oldest oligarchy, of the cosl-corporstion
Appelachien fiefdom of "Bloody Hsrlan"?

Does it mesn the beginning of the end of decsdes of tyr:nny?
The #nd of history's longest unintsrrupted succession of murders,
counf;les2 thoussnds of them?

Doss it mean that, for the first time simnce man first stasrted
to pry coal from those rich but narrow subterrsnesn seams, there will
be pnliticsl and sconomic freedom, s decent life in which the sverage
man can feed snd educstes his children decantly, snd =ay what he thinks
without worryimg sbout crippling bestings or ssssssinstion?

Or will the blowing off of the tcp of the head of this 23-yesr-
old miner, son of s miner, slso be lost in the history of that long
struggle except ss o lingering psin in the minds of kin and friends?

Over the yesrs Harlan's soutihern Kentucky mines have been
bought up by large corporstions. They are "captive’ mines with ab-
sentee ownership that mo longer is less tyrannical thsn thos=s owned
by medievsl-minded local interests,

Tight economic congrol over these black riches often mesnt
political control in Kentucky becsuse it could mesn delivering the
decisive vote and politicsl money. Thus, whoever rsn the state, the
same repressive forcss ram Harlan withéut trouble from the state.
Most Harlsn murders wers by officisls, thugs deputized but cosl-

operstor paid.
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Jones was shot as hs marched psa2cefully in front of ths Brook-
side cosl company's tipple. Brookside's ownership traces to Duke
Power uompuny, the country's sixth larg&sﬁfiaﬁﬁges Was protesting s
Qon4€§;Z::;;;z::Z%fﬂétr&-of life thst #11 his recent sncestors had
prot@sted/ in the Constitutionsl, treditionsl Americsn way;afﬁszas
killed by a Brookside foreman.
f%%siic resction wss so strong it‘zi:::é;n jimmediate contract
fer the United Mine Workers union despite decades of operstor re-
sistencs enforced by assassinstion. Never in mining history has
pesce come to this strife-plsgued industry without union recognition.
Never hnsAzzdg:;n resisted as in Hsrlsn, called "bloody" becsuse its
resistance has been so long snd so murderocus.
| But the question remsins, will Jones have died im vsin®
I know Herlsn as the one msn who was psrt of the first two
official, federial investigstions of that tyrsnny snd those murders.
J&/%%L./ﬁdﬁaz
21 Wwas an investigator and editor for the Senate's investigstion. Inm
1938 I was drafted by the Depertment of Justice to be a technical
expert in its prosecution of more than 60 of these cosl corporstions
and officisls and?thoir hired murderers. I lived sad worked there,
knew the victims and those who best and killed them.
In fact, aven Washington officisldom was not immune to this
Harlan tsrror. One quist Sunday sfternoon when thers was s confer-
ence Iln my New Harlasn Hotel room, an Assistent Attorney Genersl of
the United Ststes suddenly ysnked open the door and there, crouched
st the keyhole, wes deputy Bill Hickey. Hickey Zf34% ludicrous
figure as he £lod down. the corridor, holstered l5s swinging wildly
et esch side.
Fven the#prosecution is titled incongruously. In the law
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books it is United Stetes vs., Mary Helen et al. The Msry Hslen

coal corporstion happened to be the first nsmed in the grand jury's
indictment.

e U ite heirmanegech rricni ands spiratoclihe,

But there i# nothing comic/sbout thet—corruptst—Fpreseoution
cr—si¥titing—ebout 1if= in Harlan/ or the surrounding cosl counties.

It Q;‘grim. It %:Féangofﬁ)us. ijé?i%gthrzziggzliif dust of its
cosl. I4s—dehumenizes. Anédgt ha® produced generstions of the demied,
ill-equipped for life and foreclosed from most of its benefits.

Asssssination was safe in thet cormer of the country isolsted
by the mountains for so msny years. (The rsilroads did not pene -
trate the mountain walls until world Wer I demanded Harlsn's coal.)

It wais protected by governments rum by menm whosze elections wers in-
fluencsd or controlled by the smell band of cosl operators who psid
for these thoussads of ssssssinstions to keep the Unitsad Mime Workers
undem  from orgsnizing those cosl fislds.

"Bloody Herlsn" is s mame sdded to Americam folklore by tast
Senste investigutiongflmost 4O yesrs ago. In 1974, new bloocdy terror
has made the 1932 Harlan ballad, "Wwhich 3ide Are You Omn?" popular
radic.

Hsrlan County may become less bloody becsuse the Luke Power
Company signed with the UMW om August 29, 197L. But I do not belisve
Jones's murder of the dsy before will be the last in the bsckwsrd-
looking selfishness of thst smsll segment of an sdvsnged-—papt-of-
AmertcIn industry made more important by the belatedly recognized
energy crisis, .

The yesar befores ézgsz;:;stigatiou of which I was part more
homicides were recorded in thst single county of 50,000 popul-tioé

thsn in 211 of New York States.

( Aener) Thew, a%%wﬁuu??,Jléu7¢7ﬁwédhbdﬁi4A4£;«4uéc)
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Nobody knows how meny were not recorded.

Virtuslly s1ll of those slmost deily murders were from the
back from ambush. L

There is no form of todsy's world-widw terror that was not the
Hsrlan prsctiss in the 1930s.

Harlan was like s fiefdom of centuries esrlier. The ordinary
people were serfs. They warse like industrisl thsrecroppers who
starved slowly while working herd and dangerously to make less than
# living wage and heving psrt of thst stolen from them legally.

They lived in disgraceful company-owned shacks thst had neithear
plumbing nor centrsl heat. There wss no plsce for them to buy except
st the compsny-owned store, where prices were sxtrsordinarily high.
To stave off stsrvation betwsen paydays, men drew s2gsinst the scanty
psy thst would be due them. They drew not cssh but company scrip.

It could bs used mowhers except in that company's stores. They were
then charged high interest on the scrip.

Life was ss chesp as prices wers higkh. Murder could be bought

for Ziff;iié:ffzfiiz. Ome attempt t&=nuzzt;é?ﬁ:::zzélod-aﬁ%;fz;;i:bpy/
Rapity-—wrs—bought—for—43is,
It was at the time of depre331on-1nspired union organization
drives of the 19303.jf;gﬁgu;::?vaont/?Eﬂgyrlan 2% an orgnnizonp ‘277— g
Wuwmu

octog@nariln of soft words and stout Reart, < ! 5
Aernt/
hacauu‘—ho—h&d lost » leg in a mine accident. "8ggy was fesrless,
but ke dered not spend nights in Harlsn. Instesd, hs used the Parrott
AM/ﬂﬁ?HaiﬁZ
Hotel in nearby Pinevillob‘le Countty.

When the cosl opsrators decided they had to get rid of Peggy,

they called in their spymsster snd chisf taug, Ben Unthank, gave him
3400 snd a bundle of dynamite, and told him to do it. Untkank deedded



that, while usually there was immunity to murder, why run any risk,
t subordinets oo promis. o do_tha. j i [

131

#_cnain of murdop Tubcgntracts {a

AILLCH csch whe =)

*a0basr to do ta- JOb, £or prrt of wast ns nea Losa givion, Gt bas e
go-ve .
o e S Tackoth took Ll ol Carl:

The next might Tsckett walted h;gii‘ngé§ gg%irod, sneaked
und&r his first-floor room, plasced the fuzed dynsmite, and blew up
the ontire wing of the small hotel. Peggy snd the old mets]l bed in
which he wss #sleep exploded into the air. Bw‘ fluke the bed turned
over and csme down on top of Peggy, who was dragged from the wreckage
with bsrely s scratch.

We Senate imvestigators got swora confessions from msny of the
participants, including Patterson and Tsckett, but Kentucky charged
none of thenm.

Another form of Hesrlan anti-union terrorism is illustrsted by

the story of‘ng;groncher snd volunteer orgsaizer, (Marsha Musick,

He was whipped and kicked down s long stretch of railrosd tracks hyuﬁa:

wespons ranging from booted feet to shotguns to;gf;hinoguna. After
seversl hymdred feet of this besting, led by Ted Creech, soq} of the
rrnd Owner.a#=#h0-a4ne—iﬁ—whieh=ﬂusfek-ﬂurkoé Musick was kicked down »

steep embankment snd left for dead.

He lived, but with » permsnent limp.

When he sgsin presched the word of God and the word of the
union, motorcsdes of deputy sheriffs were orgsnized. On a dark night
they filed past his home, shooting high-powered rifles into it, then

on tha return drive shot up the shack again,
Grne s rrimect f Thes @hiclitsorns L obio i rroee
Musick was not therse. fits—wife—snd % child survived.

2 va¢n7‘¢u04/7a25q&_
S Wwhen Musici aalunned;—as buried his desd, moved the survivors

‘ nad Joha Lewian all
into Mannsssee, than returned to presch Carist s

over agsin,
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Miners did rebel sgainst the extortions of scrip interest and
high prices. 0Often they were besten or jsiled. The Lawson cosl
compsny had its own private jail, under its compsny store. Xhxix
There was no legal claptrsp, mo nuisance like a trisl. Private pun-
ishment privetely determined and sdministered. Protesting miners
were simply thrown into this private jail.

Because the men were always in debt to the company through its
store and because there wss no shelder for their fsmilies except in
the shsnties in which the company let them live, charging inflsted
rents, they could mot essily move from one job to amother. They wers
in constant debt and alwsys under the gun of retslistion from this debt.
No mstter how long or hsrd they worked, they were nsver able to get
shesd or live decently. Q%L¢4?r9774”4;4““’05;&/7“”444L“f7’44’“‘;554uu’

Pearl Bassham, Wwho ran the wWallins Cosl Company at Wallims
Creek, organized bleeding his men more efficiently than sny of the

ollcw Qoal bpecalsse
other cosl operstors we investigated. He snd Sihey were sll opposed
to union checkoffs but they invented their owa.

Bsssham, like Muslick, 6F}ooch and the otiors I've named, with
the exception of Unthank, were 2ll witnesses under ocsth in this Senate
1nvestigation.l Basham, s smsll man, looked like s Yankee trader snd
spoke like a preacher. He was » devil with other people's money and
rights.

Lach week e checked off the pay of esch of his men for raffles
on old wrecks of autos, a dollsr a minorjiﬁﬁﬁzk. He also had turkey
shoots sand other diversions his employees were charged for whether
they wanted to be or not. It was legal stealing. The mem learned

that complaining cost grester pain sdd suffering.
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There was cosl-operstor emforcement of thls unwiitten code
of opposing orgsnizstion by any mesns and st sny cost. It was like
the Msfis's omerta. No operstor dared bresk the unwritten code to
indulge a decent human impulse. All were not bessts and sll were not
locsls.

The mammoth United States Steel Company, for exumplo,‘pwned
ol —idas-mines—est—ané the oentire smsll city of Lyncifwdg%f%;":g;;gﬁi§242f‘
gisnts owned lsrge hunks of the Harlasn fleld and the marrow, hard-to-
work coal sesms im sdjoining counties where the terror was less only
becsuse operator organizstion was mot as Mafia-like.

The Peabody Cosl Compsny, a lsrge one with s captive mine in
Hsrlan, had good relstioms with the union in its other sxtensive
operations. It was forced to go 2long with the Harlasn terror snd wss
ones of those imdicted. 1Its msnasgement snd owners were ashsmed snd,
for l{arlsn, brawe.

They sent a company lawyer down from Illincis to megotiate a
desl with the Department of Justice. I was in on some of the nego-
tistions becsuse of ome of my roles at that trial. I wass the exper}
on farct from maving edited the Semate's hearings smd because I then
had » photographic memory snd close to #ﬁi:iﬁt recsll.

Brien McMahon, then Assistant Attormey General in charge of
the Criminal Division samnd lster the Senator who spomsored the Atomic
Fnerzy Act, hesded the prosecution. His next sssistant was s conser-
vetive Texas lswyer, Asaistant Attorrey General wWelly K. Hopkins.
(When Johm Lewis later ssked who smorg these govermmsnt lawyers I
would recommend to become uniorm generasl counssl, Welly wess at the top

of my list and the dne Lewis chose. Another was scholarly Henary

Schwsinhsut, later a judge in Washington.)
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We had moved 120 miles from Harlan town to Lomdon, in Lsurel
County, which had s normel population of 1910, larger when federal
court was in session.

This trisl, now forgotten, was a big desl in those days. The
mes jor pspers sent famous correspondents to cover it. The smsll town
burst st its bedroom sesms.

That lonmg night of Pesbody negotiations wss held in our office,
which wss next to my room wherever we were, in what wss actually a
pair of lerge okd frame houses but was cslled The New London Hotel.
Before dawn it was 211 worked out. Pesbody's captive corpération
would plead guilty, there would be a suspended sentence agsinst its
mansger, and me and his people would turm state's svidence.

Before the next day dswned, Pesbody's Harlan mine's buildings
were 21l sflame. They Eﬁgig;on set afire in retalistion against the
outlsnder who broks ranks, who wanted to end the murder snd bloodshed
in the interest of imdustrial peace and production, who wented better
relstions with his employees snd for them to live with more decsncy,
to be sble to feed snd educste their children.

There wss no safety from operator-sssocistion revengs. Not the
Senate and not the federsl courts.

Becsuse I was the youngest, inm my early 20s, and not officially
psrt of the prosscution amd thus my own boss, I made locsl friends ang
mixed with them, often socially. My personal ties rsaged from union
peopls to local lawyers to court fumctiomaries.

Lsca morning st sbout 3 sa.m. I welked down the main street to
anothor hotoL:E;o%—w*th-the union's genersl counsel for thst district,
Thomas C. Townsend, a conservative Republican who hsd been lieutenant
governor of West Virgimis. He wslked in the mountsins until just
bsfors court started. Betwean us on these summer mornimg strolls we

were srmed only with the small pocket knife with wihich ke whittled.
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He- vias 3 since-dissppeared Lincolnian American PRonomenon, o self-
sducs ted lawyer.)
Nights I might booze with the press, FBI agents, locas] mer-
chants andg lawyers or *ny combinstion,
In fect, I was also our official rumrunner in that dry coumty.sfe./
}3@ bootleggerms jacked their prices too high for us. Once » week
McMshion gave the keys to the See8e0d srmoraed 1933 Buick thest was his
official cer sng I'd drive up to Lexington, Kentucky, or down to
Jellico, Tennsssee, Wwherever [ thought the local cops would be least
likely to catch me, and come back with our wesk's supply of liqueor.
2ot ot
® beer bust in those dsys when refrigeration was
Scarce, initisl shilling wss in s large galvanized washtub suspended
in ths Rand-dug well s feu miles north of town a8t the home of lawyer
Homer Clay, of the famous Kentucky family.2 i
Aorncleued
From trusting local sources I, the kidh,know more thsn the FBI

Afrrch
sgentys of what wes gcing ong,

The agents also wers my friemds. and they, too, included the
kinds of agents no longer common.

When these rgs] Harlan badmen Showed off as movie-villain types
Wwith demomnstrations of their pistol skills, Agent Del Bryce, from Okls-
homs, put on a show thst would have made innie Oskley and Buffslo Bill

togetisr envious, Beginning with s row of distant beer bottles, the
very tops of which he shot off with fast, successive shots from his

revolver, he comntinued with Ris automstic pPilstol snd thrown ob jects,
without s simgle miss.,

There wss no further thug effort st intimidetion.

James Mg. McInerny, s Fordmsm lawyer, was the agent in chargs.
When 211 the other agemts were off on various sssigaments, there was

no one to go with Jim except me. To prepare me to ride shotgun with
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mim - which I did - he taught me to tske mis sutomstic spart and put
it together again blindfolded. Only then would.he trust me to slither
down behind the armored door of the car as he’ﬁzziazglto tahe=door—of

s remote home. The last time wss when we went into fthe mountains for
a defendsnt who had skipped, s thug-deputy, Allem Bewlen.

McInerny, who like the other older men remsained my friend until
his death, rose from FBI agent to be twice Assistsmt Attornmey Genersl
of the Unised <tetes.

S0, from this kind of life and these kinds—of friends, I knew
Qhon sand how the jury was fixed. If my source is still slive, identi-
fying mim would still be ais death warrant. He hsd nn'eff}cisl posi-

4/ )VWM/,&—V
tion. He lurked in the shsdows outside the large home, The New York

Times” Rey.Denieli—rewtesd until I staggered out towsrd the end of one
binge. He followsd me until we were slome snd sgein in deep shadow.
He then whispered that the coal operators, working tarough’ their law-
yors, had bought up the mortgsges on the homes of the Jurors. Tie
jurors were sequestered, but they kn.w.3
The son of ons of those cosl-operator lawyers fmx wiho flxed
the sequestered jury under FBI and Department of Justice noxzes is todsy
nationally famous.Lk
Neither McMakon nor the FBI agents would belisve this could be
possibles,
The trisl was nearing sn end, s0 I stsrted complsining thet my
Senate work wss stacking too high in order to be able to lesve. I
knew the jury would hang, as it did, despite overwhelming evidencs.
S0 murdsrous were these thugs that, within s few dasys begilaniag
just after I left, six of the thug-deputy-defendsnts were shot to death.

The word had somehow gotten out that ome hsd turned state's evidence.

Others killed him snd his friends retslisted. The total number of
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snsuing murders may never be known, but temporarily it thinned the
ranks of Harlan's official killers.s

The spectaculsr csse of United States vs. Msry Helem et al.

msde no more changs in Harlsn than had the Senate's exposures.

Indeed, fear of prosecution was not even s deterrent in Wash-
ington itself.

This ssme Ted Creech wss indicted for iatimidating a Senate
witnsss in the men's room at the northeast corner of the third floor
of what was then the only fenate (Office Building. It happened during
a recess., I was, by coincidence, using the same facilities. yéid
not haear the tireat the witness chsrged, but I did see him snd Cresech
together, Creech angry snd the witness looking frightened. I was »
witness in the trial.6

Again the jury hung. The same means were used. Harlan County
people told me when ths mortgages of Washington jurers were being

boughat up.

Pernaps where thousands of murders of the past fsiled to bring
about change, the single murder of 23-yesr-old Laswrence Jones will.
Jones was walkimg the picket line when 39-yesar-o0ld Brookside foreman
Billy Carroll Bruner cursed out the pickets, hit one in the head with
the Dutt of his shotgum and then blasted 3 deer slug into Jones'heads
whiteon—ltew—off—tike—IFkKts.

This time economicyg reslities helped the union. The strike

e (Lo Coalon Lo OAent e et M/"“W
wes then 13 months 1ong. Duke-Powenls—cesl was costing &% $22 » ton.

27
Had it contracted with the union, ite cost would have been only $8.
When Duke was forced to sesk s rate incresse, the unim took full-pags
ads telling Duke's customers they were being ssked to psy 17 percent

more for electricity only so Duke Power would not have to bsrgsin
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collectively with its employees.

The bloody history of Bloody Hsrlsn does not persusde that
this change will come easily snd completely because & miner who was
s miner's son wss killed or becsuse his l6-yesr-old wife has a three-
month-old child to raiss.

The stste of mind that mskes wholessle sssassinstion the way
of life is fixed. Too many have lived thet wsy, by murder snd other
violence, snd have come to Believe their crimes are the right wsy,
that their victims deserve to die. It is a wey 9f life that lesves

/ Lrct) ) THhE /G0, AceZicet M
nobody safa, Aw%cn the operstors feared the prosecuter would prese-

cute them or their murderers in the—erriy—1930—in—the—spirit—of FDRls
"“Wew-Deel; the fact that the pnﬁl&fﬁ%er was relsated to hfe "high
sheriff" did mot ssve him. He turmed the ignitiom key of his csr one
morning snd was dynsmited to doath.gq)

The sslf-destructiveness of this strange state of mind mey help
mske the 20th century the reality in that once-isclsted Appslachiasn
ares - so0 isolsted that in my time there Flizsoethsn ~“nglish wss not
uncommon.

0ddly, it wes not sll those long yesrs of flowdng blood that
| Jbazbuuzguaéuu./t
first stt¥cted outside sttention snd Hhue—bire” Senate's, It was 3
foolish vindictiveness thst inspired an sffort to jail s famous writer
Wwho went there to lesrn sbout the rumors he hsd hesrd.

Sfinclair Lewis traveled with s secretary. Their sccommodstions
were in Pineville, which wss like Harlsn. Its officials slso hated
sny outsiders, especislly s writer who could expose them. They sus-
pectsd the woman wss more than just a2 secretary. So, they spied.

When she did mot lesve the room and the hour wss lste, they plsced »
tootiapick sgsinst the door so it would fsll if the door was opened.

In the morning it wass still standing. ILewis was charged with s sex
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offense. Tkat attracted the 2ttention outside the Kentucky remotes-
ness murder did not.

Came the trisl, ass Ray Dsniell told the story, and Lewis's
defense wes that Nsture's own statute of limitations made the slleged
offense impossible, that he wss incepable of sex. He wss scquitted.

The morning the Times carried that story, Daniell told us at
one of his parties, five highly indignsnt women Phoned thke psper. All
seid Lewis hsd, to their pPersonal knowledgse, been alandorod.8

Through investigations snd prosscutions, Harlan remsined Harlan,
the whole ares much like it. plot&gﬁale

Part of the 2ssassination/ef Joseph A. "Jock" Jablonsky and nis
family was hatched thers, Participants ceme from there. Jablonsky
WX rs#n as a reform csndidste for UMW president agsinst Lewis's suc-
cesscr, W. A, "Tony" Boyle, convicted and jeiled for his part in the
Jablonsky sssassinstions.

It thus is appropriste thet Jablomsky's son
became UMW counsel a2nd guided the reform president, miner Arnold Miller,
through tihe successful nagotiationa;ﬂéz"AZ‘éL’/Z**“/’

Ferhsps the combinstion of determination of the miners snd their
families to end desth-trap mines, starvation and degradstion - they
stnacik Bgoksido for 13 months - sand the costly learning of the outside
corporstions that bought up most of Harlan's mines - Paying a $1ll-per-
ton premium to fight the miners is costly - and poaction to the brazen
murder of Lawrence Jones will Yet sccomplish what the federsl govern-

ment did nmot, bring Bloody Harlan into the lsst half of tke 20th

ceatury.



NOTES

1. As editor I placed printed transcripts in libraries thst would
sccept them., VYesrs lster [ pleced s complete set of sll the hearings
of which these were but a small psrt in permsnent trust in UMW Wassh-
ington hesdqusrters. They can slso be consulted in the Librasry of
Congress., I still remsmber my shock when the prestigious Carnegie
Library in Washington returned them with an indignant protest.

2. Homer was the first member of his family's long line of lawysrs to
take cases sgsinst these powerful interests. DBecause he represented

the poor, he took as fees whatever wess offered. It included the land
on which his home wss built, skilled labor in building it, even sn old
Willys-Knight car converted into 2 trusk for hsuling building materisls.
Befors his responsibilities to s wife snd children forced kim to leave,
he owned three weekly newspapers in the ares in sn affort to imtroduce
enlightenment. Witk tongue in choogk, he named them The London Times,
The Msnchester Guardisn and the Mount Vernon 3entinel.

3. Not for use: My source wass one of the marshsls gusrding the jury.

The word got to the jury thmw ugh another msrshel. And my friend sctu-
3lly csught up with me when I was under a tree relieving myself because
I could hold it in no longer. He had barely finished whispering this
story when a8 town cop came up aand tried to srregt me for indecent ex-
posure. The msrshsl, who ssw me doing it, swore [ had not. While the
copfdid not srrest me, me mhad started to haul me off to jail when we
bumped into Mike Pennington, who alsoc hsd bsen st the Daniell psrty.
Mike wes clerkfof the court. He finslly talked the cop out of it.

L. Not for use, for record: John Y. Brown, Jr.

5. Certainly not for use, but again for record: It wss no sccident.
Homer Clay and his wife, Delores, daughter of a Portugese diplomat,

were driving me to the Knoxville sirport to cstch the 1:13 s.m. Americsn
Airlines DC2 for Washington. Je drove sround sfter my baggage was in
the car until we found s thug defendsnt. I passed the word and we then

fled., We were thereafter reslly frightened twice. Once when the car
lost its lights and Homer brought it to a hslt on the edge of 2 a2tesp
drop on the narrow, twisting mountain rosd. And thea when thes plane was
delayed two hours with carburetor troubles after I wes on it. Homer and
Delores would not lesve until we were airborne.



6. For record, not for use: David “ine, l&ter Chief Judge of Federal
District Court in Washington, was United States Attorney. He sctually
indicted Creech without being sble to plsce him st the scens of the
crime becsuse he did not call me before the grend jury. Lster, sftsr

he questioned me and with his sssistants grilled me ss they expected

s bettery of defense lawyers to do, he Zave me the nickname "affidavit
face". Pine's two top assistants were 2d Curran snd “d Fihelly. Curran
8lso became chier Judge. He swsrded me a summery judgment against the
Depsrtment of Justice in Civil Action 718-70. I sued for the court
records used to extradict James iarl Ray from Fnglasmnd. Then Deputy
Attorney Genersl Richard Kleindienst, with the collusion of the British
government, had actuslly confiscated these publlic, officisl records snd
then claimed not to heve them or the xeroxes msde before he filed them.

Fihelly, later chierf Tokyo wsr-crimes prosecutor, has s sepsrate

hAistory with me. Now that he i1s desd, I record it briefly. I was
writing a book on the Dies committee, The Un-Americans. Dies rigged a
frameup snd pressured Pine into indicting me and the man through whom
Lygia sought my recommendstions, thke lste Gardner Jackson, then also
lobbyist for Lewis's Labor's Non-Pertissn Lesgue. The Texss gang held
up Pine's nominstion to the juddﬁhip while the indictment was sought.
But Pine would not mimself handle the grand jury. He assigned that to the
two others. I belisve Curran took one day of my fighting back and turned
it over to Fihelly. Although Jackson wss » close friend of Desn Acheson,
when we want to‘his firm of Covington, Burling for counsel, it refused.
Even when ss we left together Jackson spokes to him in the presence of
their mutual friend, Felix Frankfukter, who was picking up Acheson in
his chauffeur-driven limousine at the nobthwest corner of 15th and

New York Avenue NW. Drew Pesrson, whom I knew but not well and had
helped snd who was close to Jackson, ssked his lawyers, the Bill Roberts
firm, to defend us. Edgar Turlington did the legal work. But the dif-
ference wss two other things, not the legal work, which Turlington did
well In his soft-spoken, super-tstablishmentarisn manner. My wife
becams a first-rste source of informstion becsuse she had known a laswyer
for the Dies sgent and he talked and thus I was awsre of 211 they were
about to pull in advence. And, slthough young and relatively inexperi-
snced, I decided agsinst the mistake Alger Hiss lster made, completes
sslf-control and composure in the face of what no man ought ever to
sccept, qdid not merely defend myself with quiet, polite sanswers, I
knsw this would poison the grand jury becsuse the questions would be
prejudicisl, designed to persuade them to imdict. I rescted strongly




to dirty questions and exposed them 28 blased and designed to mislesd
the grand jury and I volunteered what was not ssked whenever [ could
work it in. Whet I was doing wes leaksed back to Jackson snd Turlington
snd they kept pressure on me to pull a Hiss. wWhen I could not persusde
them this wass self-destructive, I went my own Way. It was in the end
successful slthough it was an extremely unplesssnt sxperience. As time
passed, more and mors members of the grand jury developed interest in
what the prosecution did not go into and ssked me sbout it. Fasct was on
my ?ido snd I knew snd gsve it. In the end the grend jury refused to
indict Jackson and me. It did indict the Dies men, Dwvid DuBois Mayne,
who hsd been the Washington repressentstive of the native fasscist Silver
Sairts. Dies mad to make s desl for Meyne to cop s ples to avoid the
exposure of a trisl. I had by then copled the records of svery penny
the Dies committee Wad spent, had the proof Mayne was in its pay, and
more on Dies and his petty crooltkdness, Fihelly wound up with so much
respect for me and so much contempt for the Un-Americsns, he personally
gave me those of the grand jury minutes I could use lster for my d efense
should this come back to haunt me. He could hsve gotten in serious
trouble for it, but ke had thst much trust in this brssh kid who had
taken his own grand jury awsy from and besten aim sgainst the odds.

7. For record, not use: The consequences of telling our official

driver this story at lunch the dsy Jim McInerny snd I left Lexington

for Harlan. We did not know it, but Gene Connor wss s reformed slchaholic
hRolding s patrongge job through then Attorney Genersl HomerStille
Cummings, whom I later knew when Re was in private practise. He snd

his younger wife hsad ® mome on Forest Lane which Nixon bought when he

was vice president. Through s mutusl friend I reported how dangerous
Mrs. Cummings med found the bsck steps into her kitchen. She kad éippod
and fsllen often.

Gene wes so terrified thst while he slept dynsmite would be con-
nected to thst srmored Buick he got and stayed drunél de tried every
way we could to dry him out, even keeping him prisoner in his Hsrlan
hotel room, which wss scross the hsll from mine. wxcept for the officlsl
psrty, ke sasw nobody other thsn the bellhop who bgought kis mesls and
the msids. He bribed them to mide liquor on mis food tray. When he
slwsys managed to get emough to stsy drunk and was then pretty loud, we
hsd » choice between permsnent in-room guard snd getting him out. It
wes decided that, despite thae dangers of having s Dspartment of Justice
employse arrestsd for drunkenmness in Hsrlan, we Asd to spirit him out.




There were winding back stairs to that newer wing of the hotel
the front of which wss on the msin street. Wwelly Hopkins drove the
car sway and then csme back, to the back of the building, parked it
there end came up the back steps, telling us he wss in Place snd the
stairwsy clear. wslter Gsllagher and I, the two youngest - the FBI
sgents wouldn't run the risk - literslly csrried Gene down those steps,
keeping his mouth closed at the ssme time. We put Rim in the reasr of
tas car where I kept him subdued until we wers out of town. We drove
him to Bristol, Virginia-Tennessee, whence Walter was to &ake him to
Washington.

Until we were out of the countfy, we didn't stop. Then we did
once, for cold drinks. Gene was still s=o drunk Re couldn't ligat
cigarettes. While I wes in s country store buying cokes, he dropped
the one I had just 1it for him and the bsck seat was smouldering before
"slly and wWalter discovered it! wWe decided we had to tranquilize him
for the trip with Walter. I remember thah when I went into a drugstore
on cne side of the main street, the larger of two on opposite corners,
the druggist told me he could mot sell me phenobsrbitel without s pre-
scription. But ke 21s0 told me thst if I walked across the street to
his competitor I could get it without trouble. That i= how I learned
the main street of Bristol divided Virginis snd Tennessee.

We flashed credentials to get closs to the reilroad tracks with
the csr, When the trsin came, Welly and wWalter flashed them again on
the conductor. They persusded aim they hsd s dangerous man wWalter hsd
to take to Washington snd needed s compsrtment that could be locked.
The train wss held leng enough for this to be srrasnged.

Gen® wss sent to a senitarium, was dried out, snd became a
Depabtment messenger to keep him going. I used to see him when I visited
McInerny.

8. Not for Use. Sex. The FBI agents had to spy on esch other. They
dared do what Hoover disspproved only when they did it together. George
Stevens, who soon quit the FBI, drew me sside in Hsrlsn town end warned
me that everything I did would be reported, snd thst sach of them hsd
to worry sbout not'rcporting whst others migat.

The sgents arranged not to use the ssme hotel the lawyers and I
did in London. There they had their sex together 2o that no one would

dsre report on the others. As msny as four st s time in the ssme room,



wherever they could in thst room. One sscretary was slmost s nym-
phomanisc. I escorted her bsck to Washington vis Knoxville. At one
of Dsniell's parties he pursued snother secretary who did not wsnt

him snd wss sttached to the agent with whom she wss sleeping. That
agsnt wes in all respects an outstanding man. I wss not st that party.
I wss reading proofs. ~till another secretary phoned and asked me to
rush to Ray's. I found them sll very drunk snd this one young woman
mosning on the floor with a broken leg. “he fell while Rsy wss chasing
her, I was told. I couldn't get s doctor. Heyleg was set by s vet,
the only medicsl person I could reach. In the nexy county there was

s dedicsted bank of young Northern snd tsstern society women Wwho were
callsad, as I remembsr, the Frontier Nurses. They rode horses through
the mountsims giving whst help they could, chiefly to pregnant women,
melping with deliveries, with children and by trying to lesvs some
enlightenment. I couldn't resch even them.



