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Dear Jim, Assassins committee Hall hearing 6/7/T1

Well, what the committve has thought and said of me in the past is nothing to what
I can expect now.

When you left me off I went directly to the committee's hearing room, one of fairly
large capacity, close to completely full. I got to sit next to Scott, behind Bu#, who
had Dick Billings with him and Kathy,

1t was late but the hearing hsd not started. I was as far away from the witness
table as possible in the room save for one seat. While I was talldng to Scott, very soon
after I sat there, Hell has come over to we. Of all the people in the room. His voice
carries. After a few words he said he wanted to get topether with me when the session was
over. I waited and he did, with his lawyer, accompanied by a recent law gradudte, We left
tigether, with “ardner, who I thought might find the experience interesting so Hall
invited him.

1 did not leave the seat until we left. lou know the trip on the crowded bus was a
bit much. (I'm glad the FBI agents didn't mind my walking around like a college professor
but that did help. I also think that went avout ms well as we could expect.)

We all went to the Sheraton. When the first cab had people in it eorge and I awaited
the next. They had gone to their rooms and were back in the lobby when"we got there. We
all went to the ark Fub and stayed there until the iawyer came here for some records
4 thought he shoild have. We drank, extensively, and it was all very friendly.

Hall began by giving mwe these credentials to George and his lawyers I don't agree

with all they write but the only two hones§ writers 4 have ever had any dealing sikh
are Hal and Art Sevin. They are both always honest,

What surprised me, because + have always thought he may not know what is truthful
and what some of his soldier-of-fortune dreams, is that he was completely faithful to
my recollection of our long interviews if 2/68. (His lawyer learned a lot Hall had not
told him, too, as he told me later,)

There were stories I had not heard before and I'm sure there are others.

Because it was understood ~ I saw to it ~ that unless otherwise agree it was all off
the record, 1 made no notes and I'm not going to nov. ihis was to protect Hall against a
big spread in the Post. (and won t the committee have another conniption when they learn
ardner was with us!) George mad€ a few notes afterward.

The committee part was strange, They were late dtarting and they ran a few minutes
anly. Hall gave hia name and city only and then took the fifth only. They ithen ssked him
only if he was in Dallas 11/22/63 and he again took the fifth. Preyer than said there seemed
to be no point in proceeding and “hone said ne thought they should agree to xeep the
subpoena in full force and effect and Preyer asked ie he would agree to retirn and testify
on September & 14 and Hall said less, that he'd be back. That was it and I think it signi~-
fies something they are cooking up, Three months apead is a bit unusual, too.

“t turns out that thig was virtually rehearsed. They tol# Hall and his lawyer,also
his Ransas cousin, Bryson Millg, exactly what would happen.

They also told them as I told art that they have Weberman's tape of his phone conversa-
ation with Hall., And what was supposedly destroyed, something that was stolen from hall's
home for me, Hot that I knew anything about it until after the fact, when Billings sent
Acoca out for it and Acoca reported he had not gotten it and my source told me his associate
has gotten scared and destroyed all. Weird.



Lawyer is Bryson Mills. His associate is “arthy whose last name I never got. Seemingly
bright and pleasant young woman whyp is beconing a clerk to a federal district judge. You
may hear. 4 urged use of PA vs all agencies now that they have three months and I %old
him about several decisions,

1 aid not lock around the room. I spokebriefly to Bud and Kathy and 5illings, “ark
and Scotl, and at the end was talking to Kevin when “all came up for us to leave,

You canBt get much farthur to the right than lall but in his way he is a pleasant
fellow who wants to be friendly. He offered to meet me at the airport, put me ap and
even lend ue a car when I'm out there end of next week, I think he meant it. He is under
no ilivsions about my beliefs.

Because 1 did not move arownd I missed what even if I discount for axa. gzeration
must have been a thowoughly professional cussing out of Lgne. 1 suppose Lane started naking
one of his specches or something. Hemming also was there bt I did not see him, If he
was well inside or went out the other door I'd not have seen him or he ne,

If I'm going to have meeting and drink I prefer the Sherzten over the Calrton, lou
remember I drank all the “rish the “aklton had with Walter. Well, that didn't hap.en at
the Sheraton after twice as much- and the Post picked up the tab all around.

If 1 had seen Rawls there I'd have aske: him along with _all's oikay, and,I think on
my recommendation he would have agreed, I saw others I did not suggest. I don t know what
if anything will influence the major uedia but if there is anything it is opefiness and
accuracy. ielative t¢ the immediate, Lardner at least knowa how open Hall would have been
if not abused and endangered. This does address the sssassine com:itése. veorge and I were
not with them for about a half hour because of the difrerent cabs. it hap.ens that all
ny backgroubding was accurate, after so long a time. Un Odio, for example, dall said he
i;zt does not know, that he could hsve, if not the way she says, or he wmight not have.

8 1s on the question of being there.This is what I recallcd and had told Ueorge. The

FEL has the two other versions.

The ALB had a handout in which they used gy interview. I dld not give it to them.
Or to anyone else, although 4 intended it for “arvison, that bainug the purpose of my
seeing Hal.. Rather getting him to go to N.0. I have not read it yet. *his has been inter-
pupted by several phone calle, one long and on other matt.rs, so it may not bve a8 come
prehensible as it could be.

One call, approvingly, was form a reporter on the :iawla story. I guess that now that
I'm past a proper bedtime I'll read it abed, Hestily,

lga an: Ho,



¥r, Jack Huston, 6/8/T1
1601 8. Sandhili

Las Vegns, Nev,

89104
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By the tirs you can receive this I'1) have started on a trip I expect to last
several wesks. The purpose is to obtain evidenoe for g suit in which I'K engeged,
1expectittotmmetoL.A.ifIfnlupeeitafhrth.tpcrhapnl'nsh;off
memmuwm.IfI@oitﬁllMutohnmlyMﬂlmeetthm
of the i¥tgation, This is the minimam. My concern also now is for how muoch I'm up to,

mai.sthsfirsttripctwmmnadsyorwainwlleft the hospital almost
twe years ago. I'wmtbmenaplm!‘arwlmthofﬁn-olw‘tmifthat
unmmydirremu.Andmgphysicalatrmunotvhutismﬂnatimlutm.

I:tyuumahletomtouﬁhtmdhemhhtterforn. If you can you can
reach me through 2 reporter friend, irt Kevin of KNPC, His phone there is 469-5341.
mmiﬁ?ﬁ'*%ﬁo

As you probably know by mew Hall took the Fifth yesterday. Be came up to me Just
before the hearing oponed and asied thet ws get togethe efterwrd, We spant several hours
drinking with his lawyer st hie hotel.

¥hat is surprising le thet I recell no variation frow the story he told me 2/68,
I then had tiought he was oxasgerating and enlarzing in various deematic ways. but ia
several hours of mtung~1mmm1nn¢murmym_ngnm tbat - he wes entiroly
consistent after all these years. @édthor he was truthful or had really memoriged, which
I 40 not finé easy to velieve,

The years have not changed him, “s ¢s the same flambouyant overgrown boy.

Another surprise is that the oommittes told him =nd his lawyer what you enos stole
for me and then 4old me your partner had destroyed it has, like the notedook. I'd like to
kmow hov thie 4s poaeibls., The otvious explenstion 1s that it wae not destroyed, as you said.

Ky opinion of the committes is unchanged. They are irrespensible, dishorest and wrong-
headed. My respest for them is not increased by #ep. Yvonne burire having called me & son
of a bdtch to & reporter friend,

If you are cooperating with them that 1s your affsir, 4 hope you do not have unplessant
experiences and feelinss afterward if yeu are,

Hall bad sgreed to b. @ voluntary wituese witaout subpoena wntil they twied to dony
hir the right to have a witness wiih hiwm. L know this and have from the first. 1 do pot
doubt Ma in this beomuse it i2 exactly what uy terms would have besn and uiat his were
vhen L presusded hiz to go t0 “ew Orleans after he nad defeated “arrison’s subpoena
in court and d4d not have to £0.

Hope things are &oing well with you,
“ent wishes,



Dear Gary, 6/8/71

Yesterday the House assassins committee had Loran Hall before them in a show effort
that apparently ailed, I had writtem Jim a letter on it when he called me so0 I'1ll send you
that copy. This will not be compeletely explanatory to you. I can add, briefly, that my
experiences with them are all bad, satisfying me that they are not for real, not henest,
not capsble, and note likely if they can reform to have any credibility. I thus have
nothing to do with them. With Hall they behaved particularly badly and without any need,
They made an agreement with him through my good friemd (and good reporter) Art Kevin
for two of the staff to interview &hm hin in Art's presence and then insisted on having
no witness. While Hall would not accept that they servioced him with a subpoena executed
& week esarlier, which all of us took as advence indication of intent and bad faith,

I recall your interest in that matter, one ¢f the reasons I write,
Another is the lingering Alvarez matter, about which i have been in touch with Paul,

Ther: are some strange things about this Hall bucines:, not all cxplained by the
ignorance, irresponsibility and media-madness of the coumittes, One that troubles me is
part of a story you may recali. dlthough I was not aware of it and had not asked for it-
and would not have~ a stranger fyom whom I'Ve seince heard off snd on did a black bag job
on Hall for me, His partner later became frightened smd the storu I was givem is that what
they stole was destroyed., Oms of the itema, an addressbock of Hall's, is in the committee's
possession, {rox what Exmmxmdt they told hir: and his lawyer.

Paul hac been pretty informative on the Alvaver matter. We have had dissgresments
and have not besn in touch, But after 1 waw the Alvares statexent on his 1975 crap that
his work on 1t was supported by ERDA I filed an FOIA request with ERDA and asked Paul for
wore information. “t is Paul's beliefm that ERDA really had no co ncotiom with that project.
¥aybe Nobel laureates are thie way, file a "legal notioe" when it is not appliceble. Howe
ever, 1 have other information, not about ERDA, that makes me unsatisfied. I can also
se¢ that this i3 a cause of embarrassment for Paul. So I am asking if you know eacything of
this of the past, Anytldng Paul mey have told you that could shed any light on thia,

I'11 be gone for e while. I leave for Dallas Friday. ‘rom there I expect t- go to
the west coast briefly. I'1l be gone about two weeks or so.

Save that my physical strength is not wbat it was things are as they have been,
rmore or leec peaceful, with my main concentration now on King records I'a obtaining.

Hope you had a good vecation.

B@Gt’



