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ilr, Bernard Yarris 11/1/91
16F Brunswick ALve.,
llew Bern, S.C. 28562

Dear lir. Harris,

I an now 78, in pired health and limited in what L am able to do, so it is not
poasible for ne to respond fully to all the many questions I an asked by prople like you
in your 12/27 letter. lloreover, to a large degree, I have the posuible answers in my
books, of which I enclose a list.

Th: first sentence of your letter reflects the enormous influence on people of the
conspiracy-theory literature all of which is faulted in a variety of ways. llostly the
theories have no basis in fact and ignore the vast amount of official records now available.
This sentence referring to Tony Sunmers' "fConspiracy" says that it reports intragovern—
mental vithholding of evidence. True, and he was not the first to report it. Dut at the
sume tirme I invited him here, I now have about a quarter of a million pages of those once-
'uither‘ d records (fewer at the time he wrote that book) and he had no interest in them.
However, he was interested for his coming book and bByover and he and several ol his
assistants spent a congide -able anount of time and lef't with a considerable nunber of
copies., The point I am nmaking is that neithe: Tony nor any of the others who seek to palm
their theories off as Tact ever made any reaYeffort to leurn what is available. This of
course nnkes it easier for them to weave theories that are refi¥ted by the evidejce they
prefer hot to have to inhibit them,

4n short, none of te books promoting these conspiracy theories or pretending to shlve
the crine is dependable. They do influence the thinking of conferned people like you. But
1 cannot take the time to go into all of this to the many people who like you write me.

I do not huwe cabﬂri and had no interest, in part because of the foregoing explana-
tion, inseeing the igel Turner expansion of his original show for A ¢ E. I do agree with
your citticism. I aypeed to be interviewed only because he promiged me he would not flo
that he then did.

Vhat vou say is not true, that there is "real evidence" of Oswald's "association with
ONI and Yuy Banister and David Ferrie, although there is reason to believe that he and
Ferrie were not strangers. The Bu;‘!ﬁmt r stuff is crap.

0f the guestibns you ask I'll respond to a few.

The only Jackie "account of events" of which + know not previously published is a
single withheld page of her Warren VYomission testimony that ultimately I got. + think I
have it in Post llortem but I'm not sure. '

Why have the Kennedys not agree to an exhumation of the Body? Who asked for it?
i_iobody.

There 15 no reason to believe that Oswald was in the lunchroom at the time of the



shooting. I went ‘.Lt:{ into this in my first book.

bn intrusions, of which there have been sone, you have gone for Eurrison'u fietional
account of his own fiasco. There was no need for anyone to inf'luence him. He was his own
worst eneny, He merely made things up as he went and explained his failure away by falsely
attributing it to federusl intervention. I was there. I'm telling you the fact, the tgg-th.
Ye did it all to himgelf.

Sonme of what you say about Ruth Paine just is not true, again reflecting the influence
of these faulted books. She did not get Ghwald that Job at the TSBD, either.

There ia no possibility at all that Oswald was duped into carrying a sniper's rifle
into the building, again in part nade clear in my first book.

I hope you can see why I can't continue telling people what L have published so they
can get it in greater detail. "

ﬁd livbody can tell you how many shots were fired and if you are wise you'll pay
no attention to anything said by those who « VWith regard to the known shots, + did
go into them in enormous detail in my books.

Degpite what Groden says, neither 1"&1::19 nor Braden had an office in that buidding.

Sec what I mean about these books that "sélver" the crime? Fictional.

You refer to "the east side of Eln Street." It has no east side! It runs east-and-
wests and no shot could have come from the manhole.

The only worthwhile bool(!fon the assassination that are out of print of which I
know are Sylvia lleagher's and Howard Roffman's and both are grea‘b and my own Oswald in
Hew gnlunns) and I do not know where you can get them,

Sincerely,

/
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té‘ﬁsrunswick Ave, SRR
New Bern, North Carolina
27 Oct., 1991 28562

Dear lMr. Welsberg,

Some seven or eight years ago I happeﬁed to read

Anthony Summers' book Conspiracy on the John F, Kennedy assassination,
and was absolutely ,astounded by the degree of intragovernmental
involvement to deny, suppress, and destroy crucial evidences Already
avare of the CIA's long history of dirty tr icks and assassinations,

as well as the FBI's COINTELPRO actlivities to infiltrate and discredit
the eivil rights movement, the American Indian Mgvement, and the
Salvadoran refugee organization CISPES, I was amazed not by the
congspiracy itself but t he magnitude of its Other books followed, the mo:
recent one being High Treason, by Robert Groden and Harrison E.
Livingstones So it was with great interest that I watched the recent
television series "The Men Who Killed Kennedy", which aired on Friday
nights the last five weekse. The last program,entitled "The Witnesses”
(Friday, Octe 25), instead of revealing evidence the viewing public
would not be aware of, appeamred to feel obligated to include witnesses
like FBI agent James Hosty(his man contribution was to allude to
Dgwald's reputed Marxist ideology), Ruth Paine's bland recital of

her acguaintanceship with the Ogwalds, and former idallas policeman

Gus Rose's re dating how the DFD had found Ogwaldfs Minox camera (was it
really his?) at Rubh Paine's), all of fheir testimony more or less

like Warren Commission damage control and making Oswald look like

the de dicated Marxist the real evidence of his association with @NI

and Guy Bagnister and Ugvid Ferrie seems to contradiet. This is
especially true when other witnesses like Amos Euins (sixteen years old
at the time, he saw one of the assassins actually shooting from the
"0swald" window , and it wasn't Ogwald) and others like Julia Ann
Mercer (WhOsaw a man in a pickup truck dropping another man with a rifle

off on £1m St, beside the Grassy Kngll some fifteen minutes before
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the shooting beganj -two days--later she would-see Jack Ruby on television
and recognize him as the driver of the pickup truck) whose testimonies
were ignored by the Warren Commissions

Many questions come to mind:

What was Jacqueline Kennedy's amccount of events?

Why haven't the Kennedys yet consented to an exhumation
of JFK's body?

Why was Oswald apparently in the second floor lunchroom

of the TSED during the shooting when almost everyone else was outside

-

watching the motorcade?

Have many of the independent researchers such as yourself
been intimidated and subjected to the surveillance and setups such as thai
Jim Ggrrison experienced while DA of New Orleans?

Did anyone ever obtain a record of Ruth Paine's telephone
calls for at least a year prior to the assassination, especially when
we .learn +that her father and brother-in-law were employed in the
intelligenee cormmunity?
How did it happen that she got Nawald a job at the TSBD
less than two months before the assassination?
Did anyone in the TSHD notice any strangers in the

building in the hour(s) prior to the shooting?
Since +the length of the package which 0Oswald claimed to

have contained curtain rods really was twenty-four to twenty-six inches
and could not have contained the 6,5 Mamnlicher Carcano even when the
latter was disassembled, it might have contained a custom=made sniper's
pifle which could be brokeh down easily and which Oswald might have been
duped into believing was for extra-security reasons. Also, what happened
to the curtain rods? Did anyone ever see them at the TSH?

Exactly how many shots were fired in Dealey Plaza that

day? Groden says six, according to the impulses from the Uiectabelts
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Shot # One came from behind. - Did it -miss? - shot # Two-also came from
behind, and was it the shot which hit Kennedy in the upper back? If the
first head shot (#Three) came from the Grassy Knoll area and hit the
right parietal area of Kermedy's head, and if shot # Four came from
behind(from the 0swald window) and also struck Kennedy's head, which
shots hit Connally? After all, his wounds were caused by at least two
separate shotse Also, according to the acoustic tests done at Dealey
Plaza by the HSCA in 1978, shots one and six fhat were recorded on the
Dictabelt and were recognized by acoustic scientists as gunshots) were
not tested ms to their location in the plazae. Since witnesses saw two
men hurrying from the Dal-=Tex building nearby right after the shooting
(one was m Mafia-connected character, Jim Braden, who Groden says had
an office in the same building in New Orleans as David Ferrie in late
1963), one other was taken to DPD and soon released, with the DPD keepin
no record of who he was or questions which were asked him, common sense
dietates that the first shot impulse of the Diictabelt might have come
from the Dale=Tex building, it being the best sniper's vantage point in
respect to hitting Kennedy as his car turned left onto Elm St. And the
last shot (number six on the victabelt, and like shot number one, unteste
by the HSCA as to locabion) most probably came from either the Grassy
Knoll or from the east side of Elm St. near the manhole covers

Also, on the third program of the A%E series two under-
world witnesses claimed that three Mob hitmen from Marseilles were hired

by persons unknown to kill Kennedy,
There are a number of books on the assassination which

are out of print. Do you know where I might obtain some of them?

Resgpectfully yours, -
) Lt
Bernard W. ngris



