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T V The Time Grszm Dropped aH eavy Questwn

And F. C. C. Chief‘s
Reply Was Edited
By JOHN O'CONNOR
Teiwf;ian ‘hiés a habit of

being. so clumsy that it can

get to be embarrassing. For.

today’s  amusing-depressing

capers 6n “The Merv Griffth

Show,” the Columbia Broads
casting System’s contribution
to the wonderland of laté-
evening talk shows.

Earliér this week, Merv, -

as he seems to be known to
one and all,f came up with
a program featuring

irent women, headed gry‘ no
less a ‘prominent woman
than Martha Mitchell (many
ochs and aahs from the
studio - audience).

Mrs. Mitchell [wife of At-
John N..

tomney - General
Mitchell] he explained, was
very outspoken and “some of

you may not agree with what:

she says,”but that's what's

say what he believes.” (Ap-

plﬁm-) True, everybody -can

speak out .but'that doesn't :
they're going to. be

mean
heard on commercial téle-
vision.

- Holwever, T
Mrs, ‘Mitchell came out and
she was ouLﬁoken if only
on quite ctable topics.

There was the usual talk-
show nonsense. Would you,

Merv, run for Vice
t? 'No, she replied,’

Presiden

“I'd rather iu.st help strnl -
en’ out ‘the coun en
Mrs. Mitchell off her own

insights into various public |

personalities. On Senator: J.
\W. Ful
Arkansas:

brlght" and “now he’s down

uarter-bright.” On John
%omnlly, Treasury  Sec-
“He's done such a
3ob.
for the Pope.” ' .On Mayor
Lini “It's so good he’s
out of the Republlca.n pmy'
now we don't vs to make
excuses for him.”

‘@
It was, ‘more or less, the

cntlclplte.-

thinks he's running :

familiar Martha Mitchell r:g-
erto e
“outrageousness”

the audience lpplaudad. and'

Mrs.-Mitchell made a: grace-

ful exit. Then Merv brought -

on Pamela Mason, the:actress
(who diﬂ offer_ the jopinion

that i didn’t
Mf ﬁm.nihemitchell,_
"lhugr crut on her ear”)
oyce Brothers, tha
ﬁoluglst and cp}
l!oﬂg
normally untﬂ near the end,
Tom Smothers. the “comedi-
an, warndered into /the- pro-
ceedings unannounced.

has a new show beu:g sy‘ndl- .»'1

cated by the Westinghouse
Broadcasting Company, and
a generous plug was
bly on tap. Somehow,
the subject m onto
television oensoruhip and re-
strictions, and Merv made a
vagus reference to . Nicholas
Johnson, Federal Communi-
cations Commissioner, being

on an earlier show and being:

“a liu.la misinformed.”
Smothers quickly al-
(lowed as how “that's the
most absurd thing I have
heéard,” that Mr. Johnson

frobahly has more accurate -

nformation on the communi.
cations industry than any
other person in the United
States. Merv backed up a bit,
stanchly noting that “any-

bod; xho wants to do some

cancomcan

hare.
‘The exchange was brief,
and very likely puzzling to

Its explana-

ﬂﬂn. tho would have to
ack to the Aug. 12

pmsnm with Mr. Johnson
and to & more than

met the viewer's eye or ear
that evening.

That ngmn'tlso ‘began -

on a cautionary note from
Merv, this time to the effect
thnt whllu most piq m

who

“no,” albeit uunmuctlvely

d
]

ougb.. 1

Then the host brought on
Peter Fonda, the actor, Mort
Sahl, ‘the comedian,

Crichton, th F
Eerhapsnthng :n“;bw %

best I
Lengue m:mor) '”.1.11‘3‘ VY

For what imppenad nu!:,

in the Los Angeles studio, I
am forced to rely on the |
testimony of - several "m-
formed sources” who ha
pened to be on the sceng at
. First, of course, |
there was a commercial
break, and the studio monitor

Then presented -
guests  with the evening't

Heavy Question: “What con- ||

cerns you the most right now
in the nation, maybg in the
world?"'

Mr. Fonch and. Mr. Sahl
tossed that nna around clum-
sily for a while, and then |
about seven or eight minutes
later came the second com-
mercial break, with Merv
himself “live on film" frying
bacon and demonstrating the
ability of a certain brand of

Per towels to absorb the

drippings.
- Following that demonstra-
tion, however, Commissioner
Johnson: said he had been |
considering the question of |
the evening and, rebelliously
enough, he was concerned
about those first two com-
mercials. Then came a thor-

oughly predictable .Tuhnson .

r::snon:-t:.:!—.hﬂ_t’:‘r:!lo :‘r’:‘ll o~

issertation on the pervasive
afluence of ‘commercials.
For one thing, he main-
ained, pitches for 1gs
such as aspirin have contri
uted significantly to the cre-
!etlm'l of the much-deplored
culture’ among youth.
For another, aside from the
second commercial touting
high-cholesterol bacon and
ecologically harmful - paper
towels, it also illustrated the
theory that ev commer-
cial winds up
mercial for another product
;:ld life style—in this case the
uxe battery - operated pan
used to fry the gdo :

&

L
This was indeed interest-

ing and provocative ‘talk for
comm televidon tg be
ow-

ever, that it proved to be too
interesting and provocative. "
That short segment of the
s‘;_ow was never put on the

Ins tarting
ﬁwabtend’ln the

were
yanked and replaced.  This
did make for some awkward
moments later in the pro-’
gram. At one point, for in-
stance, when Br.. wu
getting  verbally .
Merv- wryly ' asked, "Would
youlikehogethacktopaper.
towel s?"Pity once again, the .
puzzled er, 4

any .case, ‘the - u.mally
genh] host spent the rest

gram rather hysteri

?ﬁ pt?iel'endin th

y e ‘
phy Sptmie. 05 gl

sion, mﬂldng the studio audi- -

‘What Bothers ;You'?:',
Got ‘Ads' Answer -

enca for ol:rvlous l%ﬁlé
(“Wait
wrong with entertaﬁ'lment?')h

on;cg:n the more inmat
ing - (‘a-lfg:: *'n's ‘the l.nsL

'Lxm. folks. See what they're

niddle of

do:g‘l:‘ (Applause and com- ‘

.
Mr, Griffin did, uf course,



ting too much, he in-
duldged in m ess
mides about' “s out.”
At the end of the Aug. 12
show, he declared: “T .
think we ought to give one
applaud (sic) to commercial
television for g all the
things to be 'said here that
havubeensddtpnlﬁh " Le 5
Ladies and emen of '

the viewing audience, [ give
ou the old Zen spunci or%i:u
and clapping.




