} Ex-Beret Rheault, Leader
laymg’ Case, Retires

By R
Washington Post Bnﬂ wmu-
Col. Robert B. Rheault, for-
mer commander of U.S. Spe-
cial Forces fin Vietnam and

one of the eight Green Berets
once accused of murdering a
suspected double agent, re-
tired from the Army yesterday
with little advance notice.

The Pentagon said Rheault,
who will receive a partial pen-
sion based on 23 years in the
Army, applied for retirement
on Tuesday and received ap-
aroval Thursday.

Retirement approval and
srocessing normally requires
ieveral weeks, but the Penta-
ron said military officlals—at
A\rmy Secretary Hanley R. Re-
wor's direction—"moved as ex-
seditiously as they could to re-
ipond to Rheault's request.”

Rheault's retirement was “ a
personal decision on his part,”
Pentagon spokesman Jerry W.
Friedheim said. The Pentagon
zave no er reason for the
nnexpected move and Rheault,
whose 44th bhirthday was yes-
ierday, could not be reached
it either his Brookline or Mar-
‘ha’s Vineyard, Mass., homes.

Jifered New Posts
Since returning to the
Jnited States on Oct. 1,

iheault has been on leave.
Juring that time, according to
“riedheim, he was “given a
:hoice of new assignments and
{ecided to retire.”

The three assignments that
Rheault was offered and
turned down were character-
ized by military sources as ex-

cellent for a career officer at
Rheault’s age and rank.
They were chief of plans di-
ion for U.S. Army, Europe;
ember of the division for
ategic studies at the Insti-
ute for Advanced Studies,
arlisle Barracks, Pa.; and the

ombined Development Com-

and at Ft. Leavenoworth,

an.

Rheault, a 1946 West Point
graduate, appeared to have an
excellent future in the Army
before being jailed with fellow
Green Berets during the inves-
tigation of the alleged slaying
of a South Vietnamese man.
He said earler this month that
he intended to stay in the
Army if he could doso “asa
first-class citizen.”

Six of the other Green Be-
rets involved in the incident
have accepted new military as-
signments, The seventh, Capt.
Robert . Maraseco, resigned.
Marasco is now hogpitalized as
a result of an auto accident.

Rheault will receive a pen-
sion of $9,747 a year for the
rest of his life, the Pentagon
said. The amount is 57 per
cent of his base pay of $17,100.

Sources close to the Green
Berets said Rheault has been
offered sizable sums from pub-
lishers for his account of the
alleged murder, :: %

A spokesman for Llfe maga-
zine, however, sald last night
that, “We have his story but
we didn’t huy {t—it didn't cost
us g"

Publication of detatled ac-
counts crf this military activi—

ties would have heen difficult
for Rheault, if not impossible,
while he remained in the
Army.

Jalled Tn August

Rheault and the seven other
Green Berets were jailed in
August, shortly after Rheault
was transferred from com-
mand of all Special Forces in
Vietnam. He and five other of-
ficers were ordered court-mar-
tialed on charges of murder
and conspiracy to murder
Thai Khac Chuyen, a sus-
pected double agent.

When Central Intelligence
Agency officials refused to|
testify in the court-material,
the Army dropped all charges,
saying that without CIA testi-
mony the men could'not get a
fair trial.

Rheault was given a phyxi
ecal examination and  com-
pleted paperwork in Washing-
ton this week, the Pentagon
said, and his retirement be-|.
came effective yesterday.

Friedheim made it clear
that Rheault was given. prior-
ity treatment with. the ap-
proval of the highest Defense
Department officlals.

Besides the specific ap-
proval by Resor, Friedheim
said, “the Secretary of De-
fense was aware of the situa-
tion. )

- “I think it's ‘been obviobus
that special attention has been
glven to the careers of these
individuals,” Friedheim said.
Y] think everyone was aware
of the Secretary's desire that
these men receive expeditious
attentlon.”




