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By Richard E. Ward

Details of U8, secret operations in Vietnam are coming !u
light as @ result of the arrest and detai of the
and seven other members of the U.S. Army Special Forces in
South Vietnam, who are being held on suspicion of murder and
conspiracy. Available information an the secrecy-enshrouded case
indicates that the arrests for the murder of a Vi
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Rhesult case, the Specinl Forces sought to resolve its disagree-
ment with the CIA by & fair eccompli, This probably was not the
first instance of such an action. However, spparently the recent
victim was of sufficlent impnmnu that the CIA felt it could use
the incident to discipline the Special Forces and obviously
Abrams shared this view, .

Rivalry between. the CIA and the Special Forces, both jeal-
ously guarding their own elite status, parallels the growth of the

normally a routine matter for the Speciul Forces, are related to
conflicts within the Saigon regime and among U.S. agenciss
opemting in Vietnam,

The eight Special Forces members, seven officers and one
sergeant, are being held by U.S. suthorities for their rols in the
murder of a Vietnamese working for the CIA and Special Farces,
who was “eliminated” June 20 because he was allegedly an agent
for North Vietnam,

When Col. Robert B, Rheaulf; who had assumed command of
the Special Forces in Vietnam on May 29, was informed about
the agent he sought instructions from thnCLA.wh.lch m:lhd that
the man might be ™ ind with dice," &
—ecuphemism for execution, Although this CIA recommendation
was rescinded, the victim was drugged, shot and then buried in a
weighted bag at sea near the Special Forces headquarters at Nha
Trang, about 180 miles north of Saigon.

Gen. Creighton Abrams, commander of U.S. Forces in South
Vistnam, was informed of the execution and after an investiga-
tion Rhesult was relieved of his command and he and the seven
others were jailed on July 21-g virtually unprecedented out-
come, pointing to issues beéyond the actual murder. “Such
|murder] cases ure not unusual in South Vietnam," reparted
Terence Smith in « dispatch from Saigon in the Aug 12 New York
Times. “While no one talks about it in public, torture and murder
are past of the clindestine activitiss of the Special Forces,"
Richard Homan wrote in the Aug. 10 Washington Post. In ‘his

ususlly kept
the military family, Ilutoﬂnuthnymhudhdbythe
South Vietnamese military,” On Aug. 15, George W, Gregory, a
&hmwfwmdnudﬂmm “that the CIA has

"

Pr Some of the dissension
SM nh.nlhnl lmou U.‘i “advisors” who dominate the
Saigon administration,

In particular, there has been onnﬁnhtwmun
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U.S, intervention in Vietnam. U.S. intelligence operations there
even predate the founding of the CIA, but remained at a
relatively low level until 1950 when the U.S, decided to step up
its mid to the French. In that year the U.S. sent to Vietnam a
Special Technical and Economic Mission headed by Robert Blum,
lmmdmd‘zulnn\lhnnuﬂn.nlmm:hmﬂshndu
“the most d man in Indochina” by Gen. DeLattre,
mmndurnllhoannhu.pndmnmxyfumDuumm
rectly recognized that while aiding the French, the U.S, was at
the same time bullding a base for ity own intervention, und that
Blum with his CIA ties was a key man in that double game,

The French naturally limited their cooperation with Blum,
“Blum's efforts in the 1950-54 period were also impeded by the
jurisdictional strife in the United States mission over who was in
charge . . . . Then, as now, the State Department-U.S, Army-CIA-
U.S. Operations Mission-U.S, Information Agency-White House
types each pursued his own self-styled purposes,” observed Col.
William Corson In his book, “The Betrayal,” published last year,

Alter Saigon puppet regime, the CIA remained the
de facto head of U.S. operations until the early 19603 when large
numbers of 1.5, troops were seat (o Vietnam,

Special Forces were first sent to Vistnam by President Ken-
nedy in late 1961 “to help the CIA organize mountain tribes as a
counter-guerrilla and tmil watching force.... About 46,000
mercenaries work for them [the Special Forces],™ William Beech-
or reported in the Aug 9 New York Times.

There are now about 3000 men in the Fifth Special Forces
Group stationed at about 50 camps in South Vietnam, Some of
the officers being held on murder charges worked in 2 top-secret
Special Operations Group which performs misions on direct
mﬂmn!hishkmlu.s officials. SOG missions include: “intelli-

id ing and, not too infrequently,
the *elimination’ of certain persons in South Vietnam and the
bordering countries of Laos, Cambodia and North Vietnam,"
according to James P, Sterba writing in the Aug. 15 N.Y, Times,
Maj. Thomas C. Middleton Jr., one of the arrested officers,
headed all intelligence opentbm for the Fifth Spechl ch
Group,

Although there is no accurate estimate of the number dClA
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personnel in Vietnam, its principal activities are known to include™

Jjurisdiction over pldﬂﬂthu activities (the so-called Revolu-
tionary Devehpmnt Pm;rm), “advising™ nnous high level
Saigon officials, military military and
political intelligence plhﬂia;mdmunmr-huﬂwu The CIA
also sits on most policymaking bodies concerned with Vietnam.

By contrast, mnmmwmmmulwhm
Mmmmu&smqumw-Mym
position end do not make policy, Obviously the arrests were
meant as an example to discourage any tendencies in that
direction.

However, it will be illusory for the U.S, to attempt to enforce
lunuyofpumuuntu Mmmmmh
Vistnam. A and among the different
us, mmmmmhm ed to increase as
the responsible officlals try to insure that the U.S, defest does
not tar their own individual careers,

— Your |

us through the difficult summer months.
Wa need cash to survive, Without it we
cannot continue o publish, And we are
without it, comrade,

ten or more. That's all it takes—and an
envelope addressed to:

blessings

(while appreciated)

won't help

Even a Pepal dispensation won't pull

Everyone has a dollar. Some have five,

Guardian Summer Appeal
197 E. 4th S

New York, N.Y. 10009
Bless you.




