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kir. om welley, As:'t iirector
Us se8ecret Sorvice

1000 5 ibey i

Washington, D.Ce

Dear Ton,

The Bremer oese reminds ne of a letter to the admdnistrative assistant to Lenator
Cravel cimdssed as a "nut" l.tter by the Jucret Secvice. 1f you do not rocudl this of the
meay tuat reaches your agency, it is the one that began "Can ilre doigberg trenslate?’ an
area of doubt remained in J.i.nothsiein's mind, so he sent ue & CopYe

The threat to Senator licGovern, whether or not intended for inplementation, secned
rather explioit. Some of what must have secmed like gibborish had fairly trounsparent
neaning to uee It soundew like a man on whose pact 1 had spent much time, anc L con.icersd
hiz a candidate for authorship. However, the deepor I got into "translation" the more
clear it becuze that this was beyond the intellect of the wan 1 suspected. There are
wood usesges with sultiple mwanings, archails usases, philosophical refercnces hiduen and
other factors that persunde: we auw others whose help 1 enlisted that the acthor or aulnors
were 0 better than average education. Intelleetuzlse. Une or nore intellootusls penned ite
I su; @st a sccond not only becausc oi tue two typewriters, but bocaus o the atyle is of
two kinds. «hy ©he challenge to me I don't kuowe why not tie Lutter .uowun, like Jin tar-
rison or iarx Lane? Yet the challenge was in sore than usimyg my names thatl thing was wailed

n my borthday, the odds heavily against coincidence.

To give you onc iliustration or tie kind of same that was play:d, the reiturn addreass
was “I.f.9%one, Rockville, lide" ‘he streefyi10 Luke. Where iu 5o suke Jte in .ockville.
How.v.r, if you chedcl the ook of Luke, 19110, you wili iina a conprehongible ossssee
Including "4f" and "stone". (ihere wure, as I recall, at least sovemx references to stone
in soms rorm ‘ddien or explicit in that lotters) another is the begin.dng, uhich reters
£o Jonator Lawsrd k. sennedye Uhw two signat.res coulu refer to a novel about tie pniliso—
pher-theologian Uccam, whose best~know theory, of nminimels or parsdmony, utrongly hiuts,
in context, at kiliinge. .

Some tiue after your people decided thi. was an idle indulgence by a nut end #fter 1
¢ been woricing on this for & while, I got e serles of phone calls frow a stranger, out

of the blue and for no apparent reasone .hat he cicclosed of hixself is consistent uith his
having written this wessage. Iho namc he gave me is a resl name. At the pluce of employm:ng
he zave as his, a person of the nameX he gjave did worke He said nw was then about to lesve,
with a disability retivement, for idami, wher: he was to twache The only disebility 1 can
conceive that would disqualify nim for the euployment he then had and not for temching is
emptional, anc there were things in the conversation suggestive of cuptional problims. ie
discussed such things as marital problems and his finances.

when what couwld not have happened in the Srumer case diu hop.en, duupliie wveryona's
best int.ntions, it shock ne up and rominded ue of this, aade wu bidnk viut, recliy, van
the best police ajwncles do 4r a real bradn starts playlnyg intellectual caleuBd=-mouse eNes
with it, leeving it first to snce sense out of such messages o tnen Yo vondcr waether or
pot they sre of surlous intunt, end wio wrote thuie 1 don't envy you a bit! anu tuis lL.tter
is not intunded as any kind of oriticisme
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The stranger who phoned me a.ked if he coule visit me, ame 1 invited hin, Zccausc
he claimed expertise in seven languages {inclwding Russdan, translated in inteliigence)
and because there secued to be, as I now remember, references in four lunguazes in whet
secmsd to have meaning in that message, I asked him if he'd cure to go over 1t. I naven't
heard xonm ln sinces

This is not to make an accusation. But when he aicn't come at the ap.ointed time,
didn't phone, 4idn't write, anu when he said he was going to bdawi when the most explicit
rofercace in that letter was to liew lompshire, 1 suspended work on that “trunslation”s
Should you feel that with the coming idami conventions you mizht want to go over this
file, it is, of course, available to-you. :

4s I do not pretend expertise in your business, I also do not with :wntal derrangementse
_owever, 1 am not without experiunce with psople ol tids idnd, frou wy work snu from the
past, when I spent some uonths as a military guard in a locked ward in a large mental hos-
pitale I xmno. from personal experience the subtleties ol widch people so afilicted are
cepable, have secn the deceptions orf which they are capable, and know the mercurlal changes
in personality and capebilities that can't be predicted. after 30 years wy rocoliections
of some oS these things are pretty sherp. ‘

I have ncver becn sntimpolice and think that, more than wmost writers, 1 have had
contact with ..00d, professional police. I once spent four wonths living with some of the
best Jureau ajents on a cases. I have a current relationship with s thoroughly professional
police intelligence unit. It is my observatlon that wen propurly trained for such work ure,
for the wost part, not trained in the arts and literature, not preparec to interpret such
sevudny ¢ibberish as is in the letter to widch i refer above,

S0, I take the liberty of making a suggestion for your consideratione It io that somoe
one with protective responsibilities undertake to arvange for consultations vith inagiuative
people who are familier with a wide variety of thing. that could be interests of the sick
intellectual, from the antiquities to acience fiction (the novel is Ogcan's iagor, Of
Pavid Duncan). Scholarship alone might not be adequate credentials, in my viewe I think
that atony; experts who uisht be drawn upon, there should be a quest Ior the most undinhibited
minds, the most imaginative people. One of the ueans of finding tnem might be through
editora at publishing houses.

Referring to our previows correspondence, soms remains unansworeds I'd apgreciate
answers or an explanation of why aone has been provided.

Sincerely,

Hareld Welsberg



