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Bre JoMJRothstein, Administrative As. istant
Senator Mike Gravel

U.S.ﬂonate

Washington, D.Ce

Dear lMr, Bothstein, ' |

To date, among the few people I have consulted for help with what mey be taken as a
hreat against at leest Seantor Molovern, four are reporters. And, to date, of all I have
consulted, only oms, the phyeioist, iz at all inclined to timkkthds not of serious intent,
This is not the same as their saylng thoy expect something %o happen. If I also think the :
ohanoes are against it, I nonethless am beginuing thic before sunrise on a Sunday morning .
for the reason the rest of us chare, that to ignoro it would not be safe or wise, This I ¢
also hop: you will be tolersnt of my typlung that at best is rather:dnaocurate.
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Most or all of what fol ows comes from & single source, the senfor of these reporters
and his wife, This man ic widely exporicnoced, having covered much of the world, He and his
wife better undorstand at least one forelgn oulture than most Americans understand theiy
own, Thay come from different backgrounds, different parts of this country. The are fine,
sensltive people who are both umsuelly well read and deeply concerned about the political
assas:dnations. It ic not because tho, are my chreished fricnds that I consulted them but
because they have had expericnces none of the others have, including me, and have excellent
minds. A1l of us, by the way, are agrecd that no matter how oxtrome a posaible interpretation
im, it should not be sutomatically discerded,

Because I then had no copying papers, I was not able to send & copy to this couple
as rapddly as otherwise I would, They live at a distant point. ¥nowing the conditions of
thedr busy lives and that they, like I, epprosch 60, I give you my opinion that the length
eloae of that they sent ms is & weasure of the scriousness they oonsider this posaible threet
may, potentially, represent. And one of the things that impels this early start is my
sudden realisation that the campaign has setuaily begun in New Hampslye, with Congressman
MoCloaky's appesrance thore, ‘
I oan't take the time to condense and orgsnise what they have sent, so I'll heve be
golng over soveral commniocatlons, possihle with some repetition or melfwcontradiotion, for
I was able to sk it only when they arrived yeatexrday.
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They have ohecked "Oonstable from Barnstable® through what volumes of nurmery rhymes,
etcey wore available in a decant books store with negative remilts., Ditio with what se.med
pos:ibly relevant in Gilbert & Sullivan (which had ocourred to nobody eclse), They appuar to
know euough sbout the origin of "Burmstahle™, the Cormish-coast toun of Barnstaple to feol
it 1s not something to which Shakespears would have devoted any attention or that it xelates. p
The consider the aithor of the note W4omewhat specielised and rather unusual literery intere i
esta ond some background.” With yogard to "R.3.F" they considered two possibdlities, confusion
during some kind of "trip" or deliberately intended, favor tue latier and find it "the same
effeot (that) appears to bo striven for elsewhere as the jumble of refersuces to food in_ the
second paregraph.* (I have a feeling two people may have composed it, or, more than one.)
They beliove it opens "Can Hr, Weisberg translate?" because I am the only one of the origial,
well-imown oritics of the Warrem Report still at it, =0 far as is publicly known.



Because they have been interested in (they do not know) one of those I conaider
capable of such a thinkg, they also ask, as though it were some kind of compulsion or
added ego trip, whether he might have dwmmxkx used my neme either to attract me to it or
to alert me. (Which reminds me, the psychologist has not had time to respond. He was away
at a sclentific mecting and I awaited his scheduled return before sending anything to hime)
The reporter had always considered this man schizoid, sometihing to which he returns in a
subsequent communication, The cunclusions to his first letter are, "The one thing that I
feol pretty oertain about i that this is not just the idle invention of a riddle. I don't
know what the purpose is, but belicve it exists and has strong origins and dynamicxz. You
‘yourself bring up the possibility that Rothstein was sclected bccause of his adiress. Is there
any hint of the necrophile in your candidate."...

The suggestion of ncerophilia is somewhat surprising to me because thds "candidate"
has uscd the same word in a somewhat different sense to describe himself and for another
reason, I enclose a copy of hie own listing of his aborted “Zanarchy" publication, obtained
from the poet. In it he dsecribes his hulletin as "of phlitical nserophilia®,

2If I dddn't tell you. Thomley had interested me for several reasons, his friendship
_with Oswald, his necdless offer to be a fink after the FBI had already interviewed him and
when, presumeably, there wes nothing he could sddmto what he had sald (vez-y litile, according
to that FBI report, which I have), his reported oclebration of the JFK ascassination, his
total fallure a s & writer, even when he had such a subject &s Opwald, who be knew well, and,
emong other thingz, his later and utterly irrstional threats ageainst me for two incredible
reascnt mp genuine effort to keep him from getting into the difficulties he did get inte
with Jim Garrison, which I could see ~condngﬁeand ny accurate quotation of his Warren Come
Mipaion testimony, His were legal threate. was careful never toc address one to me, but
he alse broadoast them so they would come back to me,

. Also poseibly bearing of this point is his having beaten up a girl who lived with him
in New Orleans and theg almoat gouging out the eyes of s yolng man who later protested it,
Of both he gloated in his letters that I have (the originals),

In oonglderdng “Ockie®, this reporter discounts the suggestion it mey be a nickname
for Francis Parker Yocket, suthor of Imperium, an Americen Mein Xampf, who died somewhat
myateriously in a Sen Frenolsco jail, However, I suggest that you may be able to learn
better than I whether Ockie may have been his niclmames I would prefer not to do it becauge
my doing 1t would attract attention, Jay Silverman is the Washington territory director of
the Anti-Defamation League. Hip phone is Bx3-5284. He knows the Yockey story well and told
me that Yockey's death immediatcly followed a wislt to him by Willis Carto, who I presume
is known by reputation to you, I belleve I have earlier referred to the Wallace youth
movement and its remmining successors in the Washington areas

My wife and I had come to and told you about William of Occam (Ockhem), but we were
unfemilior with his philosophy. of him this reporter says,™...unlikely 0 occur to X
an ordinary Americen., As & theologian he is remembered for his defiance of the Pope, end
g philosopher for his theory of minimals. fn logic, this apparently involves the principal
that the likellest answer to a problem, or the first to be conaldered, is the slmplest. Let
us kecp that in mind, It may be part of the memsage.” To this I add Thomley's varying
religions, if he holds any belief geriously emough to dosignate it thus,

"eesI then recalled how I first heard...of Occam = not in a wniversity course in
logic...but in a science fiction novel walled Occam's Razor, published in 1957 as an

origianl Ballantine book. (i.e., an original paperbaok.) The author, to my astonishment,
turns out to be onc David Duncan, suthor of several other novels, none of which I have

even encountered. I could dismiss thie as a coincidence, except that the message writer
appears to go considerably out of his way in the second paragraph to work in the word
"loglc", in only in the laboriously contrived yarmgxysk phrase “fission chip log~ic billingse
gate.” 1 find the use of Duncan, log-ic and Ockle more than c.incidenoce,
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"I lnov nothing more of David Duncan, author of Occam's Razor, and the novel itcedls

- never explains what is meant by "ragor®. I assumc for the momcnt it may be & reference to
some philosophicel concept centering around Ogcam's law for the solution of problcmas The
library of Congress card is N0 57 - 13096, Whether the aithor David buncan qualifies as
the"barfly heir of Earl George Sande™ me.ms questionable, It seem more likcly that Duncan
i8 meant st least to refer to one of .the Kennedys...What the novel tell us by implication -
is that the message writer i# a devotee if not a dabbler in sclence fioction, Occam's Ragor,
if not regarded as a minor classic by science fiotion crities, smmxiwm oontains a remariable
tour de force in writing, an entirely convineing account of & sclentifio experiment that goes
wrong and results in a time-alip or cosmic accident in which this world contimumm merges
briefly vith enother, stranding two inhabitents of the other world on a Caribbean island
used as a missle bases The sclentist is lecturing a group of Havy of:iicers, preparing them.
for the caluolation of rocket orbits to the moont, snd cltes Willlam of Qocam’s law or pargle
mony, He illustrates it with a soap bubble esperiment in which complicated wire forms are
lowered into a soapy solution $0 illustrate how nature forms membranes with the smallest
amount of energy and mate'rial; possible, One particular fom, involving two Moebdus (:!..e..
Gorman mathematecisn, also Mobius) eurfaces inmterlocking, does not behave as 1% should and
the collision with the other time continuum ogcurs. When I looked up William of Occam at- the
time, soveral years ago, nothing was mentjoned in the sccount I found (I think it was in
the Encyclopaedia Brittainica) about the law of parsimony or minimals. What did emerge is
something about Occam's law which concerned the rule about the solution of problema. By ine
direction, the message writer may be drawing our attention to this, presumably the beste
known teaching of William of Occam, To what purpose ien't clear, of course."

I suggest that in the context of the end of Senator McGovern in New Hampshire, one
possible me-ning may be too clear-HW

) "The message wrdter sppears thereforc to be a Xxx persor who knows his way around in
scienge fiction, which nmeny writers keep an eye on «- whether they admit it or not e
sinply becsuse some of the most creativeand ingenius writing hes been done in this ficld
in recent decades. The message writer also appears %o be a person who has had some exposure
to English philosophys whether in a formal courge in college or through his own explorations .
remsins to be seen..." However, I suggest that it also could have come through Occan's Ragor,

which would have been readily available to & young man then in or about to entre the Hsrines,

_ With reference to the Constable from Barngtable, there was Deputy Sheriff Christopher
Look (of Dukes, not Baxrnstable Oounty), but there seems to be no reason for him, if he is
referred to, to askk the question put in the uessage., He testificd that he saw & man and one
or two women arguing in Ted Kennedy's car the night of Chappaquiddick, It olashed with the
Senator's testimony.The reporter agrees, however, that this can be & feference to Semator
Kennedy, as I earlier suggested for othmrmroasons, “e also feels that the "barfly heir™
line can be .such & reference also becsuse of & reputation for drinking and chasing women,
whether o r not werranted, an. that by elliptical development "magister of horse® could
become jockey, then jock, or cockaman, with the further suggestion of the Jockey named
Barl (Harold) Sande, "while & very successful Jockey in the 19208, t#ied and failed to make
& much~publiciged comeback in the 1930s. Or, a warning to Teddy not to try. Further, 1f the
Seantor is beglnning to ask questions sbout the assassination (I think the contravy, HW),
"this could be one way of telling him to kecp his questions to himself.* Oaxrying this idea
further, the reporter and his wife fecl that th: next paragraph, which is a michmesh of
allusions to food and the nautical, can mean, “Get yourself s copy of the Warren Commishion
eport and be satifified, possibly in accordance with Occau's lay of the simplest solutions
belng the best."

Hetoverita: Soueh Dabotar GuaEe%atd 1R3 I L. tiopS, A73 FETerensge o o Kajor cxop in Soppdyr,

is consistent with this, The reporter and his wife have both lived in China, The belicve the
Chou Mein is a refercnce to "gh'ap mien, meaning otir-friend noodles,..the use of chou for
chow may be a deliberate variation to g0 vith folie at the ond of the sentence, indicating the
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-County, There is also attached a series of references to Deputy Sheriff Look (Ohﬁ.stopher':
‘owner of Bdgertown {MIEXNEXE Duces Oounty), summer re:idont Cheppequiddick, guard at

writer's exposure %o some smattering of French. Since the only other misspelling (sheers for
shears) appears to be deliberate, this may be, too. The point about chou or chow mein is that
in this country it has little resemb:1lnoe to the dish of the same name, ch'ac mien, in China."

. Referring to the alleged originm of the dish in this country,®thereby convenying sn insult -

the miners were too ignorant to undorstend...The point is that a 'plate of chou mein' -
connotes a scrambled mess of leftovers, which is perhdps as acourate n descripition of the
'mmcomiasionl?q;portasone ever will find,* . : :

There follows the suggestion that "Glebe and Mouse® can be taken as a very indirect

referencetothecongnasorthemnmmentinmm.thattheﬂarrou”epqrtcanbe :
ocongidered & ball and chain "in the sense of & permanent erippling handicap which only some~
ono else can remove from g KonnedyW, and that the Kopechrme incident could be consgidered a
ball and chain, "Folie appears genuinely to be used in its Fronch meaning, a folly" with .
one possible folly being the Warren Report, also possidly intended by billingagate. Tho.
hashed tona, despite wnesrtainty about tona, may be a reference to the suggested wisdom
that Senator Kennedy oontent himself witi the official explanations of the asgsassinations
(and considering that thers at the time of postmark were new and serious questions them

. being raised about the Los Angeles crime, this seemingly extreme sugcesiion ought not, I :

think, be disoarded without thought). "Pop! oould be indioative of what will happan.” If
I have failed to note it, someone has remindcd me that in my first book I repeatedly
sued &ids descritplon of the shots in Desley Hlama by amy witnesses. “ousistcntly, with
the use of spinach connoting Popeye in the comies,"...violence, with great emergy,

which could hark back to the referemce to fission in the prececding paragrsph."

The throat to Senator Moliovern is interpreted as we consider poasible, and the

reporter agrees with the earlier interpretation of lilacs as a reference to New Hampshire,

From a source who may not be but I do consider wndependshle, the reporter recalls
having been told that “he "had been told by & former DJ employee of IFK that Ted had
said he knew *there was a phoney cop on the island!,* Probably Martha s Vinyard, Dukes

8., also called "Huok") as lay reader in Episcopal church, deputy, oil delivery man or

Bigartown Yacht Olub end excerpts frou news stories about him or referring to him, Algo
provided, xeroxes of several stories about hdm, - . . g .

This Jatter indicates one mailing that hes not yot reachsd me. Howcver, as the time
1 have taicen shows, I felt that for whatever it might be worth, I had best inform you of
this without delay. I think it might be good if we knew more of the nwvel, Occan's Razor.
And since, nccessarily, we are dealing with the farwout, L note another novel's relevance.
to what came out at the Sirhan triel, that novel being Zhe Bdllikin Oourier, dased on an -
aotual case in Denmark, in some ways close to the expert testimony at the Sirhen trial
and even closer to the obscrvations of the writer of R,F.K, Muat Pie!, who was present
when the psychologlet Dismond experimented with Sirhan in his oell,

My apologies for the errors I'll not have time to correct, .
4 Sinoefely, .

Harold Weisborg
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