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Dear Poarl, 10/18/72

voincidence your letter of the 11th coming today. Ie:;'l:crday afternoon I was mowing
a pieée of hillside 1'mm 1_berating from the honeysuckle, long-growing roses and small
trees and bushes, with a Jawn~nover yet, and wishing I had a machete with ne to chop at
what I couldn't cut with the mower. “hen this morning I heard the first support for t.e
“triso fiction on “uba, China and narcctics. It was restricted to “hina and caume from a
sgrine Corps general, Waly, who was defending everyonc else, So there is agreement with
Striso frou the extreme right. *+t also included sn editor early this morning, on TV, His

name is K. Stanton Lvans.

These are not the ways I prefer fo think about you! In such company!

Forget about the nachete. I didn t realize there was a duty on such thingse I'l1l now
have to dope vut how to make myself a”scabbard. Can be done.

I can t always help, but please try to think of the ways in which L pight and include
what would“be needed. “xample: two references to an unnamed L.A. lawyer. Therc is a reporter
there from whom I might easily get a dependable rundown.

The lawyer should have advised you ot the sequence of events, January is not far avaye.
Advance copies will be out before then. If you can t think of anyother way of getting one,
you should have a vpress friend there who could write for a review copy based on the Playboy
piece. They are generally available three months prepub, in this case proofs at least four
nonths ago. If they are really striving for a moviem, they'll plaster the review copies.

ily own view is that regardless of what the sequence is, the duty of a writer is to
write. So, write. Yon't ignore the possibility that thoir Book excites interest but isu't
the best nmovie approache I think I've sug ested the most viable in that medium, This does
not preclude anything else or interfere with any timing the lawyer may prefer.

If Furst is a picture agent, the more he seus the more he is able to get interested,
and thie pore interested he becomes, the better the possibilities of his doing sowetidnye.
What I saw in the draft of the 1¢,est piuvce is not the best foot to put forward.

1 think you ar: wrong to try to seel an article before you havethe booke it is always
better to have the article plug the book and, in fact, come from it.

4o couflict between a book and suing for theft, as I see it. The more hurt done your
book, the uore dam?ge atiributable to the theft of part, no? So, WRITH,

Strisos I don t believe you that I'm wronge I don_t care how straight you think he ise
He can be st aight-and buts, for one illustration. But his feeding you bun steers and
bad influences is not something I'1ll ignore or atiribute to his being so "straight'. e
serves purposes and interests other than yours and he e.)ither lies to you or is 'ntellig,unce.
e is feeding you a,reactionay political line that can t have avlidity and telling you
of himself what can t be true, and I have enough awarcness of his past with me and others
on the JFK thing., -~

Drugss Can t evaluate Joel's brother as a source but Turner? Iou gotta be kidding to
beliove anythin: he says NOW because he says ite But if you want some example, be my guest!

e isn't even a good crooks le was one of the worse influences on Garriosn, who could do
vadly enough without any. I'n going to drop the drug stuff. “ake your own nigtakes, but I
had to see you making those of others ami your work and integrity suffering for it.

Striso’s letters: check on copies, His rvasons? Withou. knowing more I can only guess.
That this is rubbish he is giving you is no guesse. I don't think anything else is essential,
But with more knowledge, perhaps a reasonably certain analysis can be nade. That is the not
the im ediately~inportant thing, Z~laxing all that -crap from your work and mind is, Don't
let his intrusion louse up a good thing. Sesides, you dongt know how intelligence operates,
whether directly or indirectly, and they alone often lnow their purposes. “ho an figure

" tho sick? So, I say the first thing is what he has told you, and tha.+ is all bad and

devtructive of the worke Politics is another possible mxplanation. Yengeance, Self-
iumpbrtances ianye You can get lost in them,kkfibut not once you recognize that he had lied
and distrorted and misrepresentedelou ask me to define him. Excuse a simplified oneiwrong,
If you necd more, ask, I tidnk that is enough. The other areas are conjectural and vhy if
there is no need to know wore than that he is wrong worry about nore?

“"So you know Garrison saw his ms and said most of it seemed o check out‘>“

PEARL! I take it you mean he told you thise. Ho, I didn_t laiow, end if I belioved it,
it would convince mc even nore. Garrison is rabtid and has no idea of what is fact, what
1alse, what the creation of his mind, manufactured from nothing more than desires I know



fairly well, lnow his mind and its workings, who he likc and dislilres and why, what he
thinks as of the time I know about it(it can be eatirely different the next time), and
know that he saizd he had doubts about Striso in 12/68, because he 80 told ne, 17
mean before or after that date, and all it means is what he salde his need not be what
he thinks he thought then or did at any other tize, But with his récord, you con

has a mg. but if he does, then therc is anotuer potential nmotive,

I doubt ho is the only way of findin; Toresa. But ifk he isy ask him, You can find
her throush the city directory an: the post o fice, Staq avay {ron Jerry and :l‘:ell him
nothing now, but he could do this for you if school isn t snowing him under, nless she
has left ew Yorke Try writing her at her last address.

' Watergate: You told-me long ago that the “mbassy had becn told to pretend there ig
no such thing, Hormals But I think I asked you about a.y investigation. wWhen you see
the oldlawyer again, asic hin about Ogarrio Sris conuiections of the 503, witch is when
Hunt was in exico Uity with a Gtate “epartment cover but worlking for CIA. lunt aspeaks
Spanish and has som uany aliases 1'd not be sble to recall all those of which * know,

Age: it is-relative. Vompared to what? .iow I folt only"yesterdayy when I could outwear

any coliege boy you knowe I put in 19-20 hours yesterday and I feel it. iwo years ago

I didn't really feel 20, I'vebeen trying to get at least sic hours sleep, We have many
problens, and I suppose they are largely responsiblee So is rhysieal abuse for too nany
yearse ~o is the fact that I am 60 and get too little exercise, I'vegot what + hope is not
& male chauvinist pig attitude that the male body requires a certain aucunt of physicel
exertions I'll not get any this afternoon because il has a sick headache, is @ bit
unsteady on her feet, anv I won't leave her alone in the house while I'm chopping or
mowing or whatever I'd be doinge I guess that 7art of it alsois how much I went to do and
how szmy things prevent it, “nd How much I do because I have to, not bocsuse I wvant to
any longer. uike wvork on the fay cases The challenge is gone and I'm dealing with nuts.
There is too nuch o do to have to preyent all the foolishness nuts try. There is only
one uore certain way of amkjng cnemies® being right, -

Three years ago I didn t feel olds Now I dos I don't believe it is all physical
wenriness. So, 1'm trying t6 tackle each thing I hive a chance to bring to an end uto
work ny way ou. of the many problens requiring attention. I am aware of your problem in
getting down to writing. I have it now. sng I long S0eee

Put the powder puff away and put the nosc %o the gringastone,

I'n not trying to Pry, but I have met many people in and around publishping, some in
the law and novies, so when you umention any, unless you don b want to, give ne names and
if 1 know anything, I'1l give you wist + know, ' ’

Best regsrds,

inat doesn't

2older this
has neaning, souething on which you can depend? The fact isy L didngt even kiow that Striso
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Alpes Q&6
Mexico 10, DF

Oct. 11, 1972

Dear Harold,

Thanks for the lecture. I needed it, I suppose pressure
and the combined efforts of disgust and disillusion and
5111l wore - caused the momentary loss of confidence and
purpose, Also Involved 1s confusion. For example, I have
Just located a lawyer in Los Angeles whom I explaiued my
fingncial situation to. He Wrote back thaet since he feels
the bousk will Le a success and no doubt 4 novie made of it,
much money 1s involved. And he said when he has further
proof of my claim, we could work out a reasonable monetary
sltuation. The confusion lies in what do I do first., Sue?
Look for a publishing company? Wait to see what happens
witih the ms, already in NY?

And let me brief you on Franz Furst. What a disappointment.
When he recelved bthe ms, lagt June, he wrote back that it
was terribly interesting but that he didn't inow whether or
not TRUE would have intersst at the moment. Recently I wrote
toat 1f THRE TRUE were not interested, o try it some where
else as it was most timely. So what happens? TRUE informed
hiw they never recsived the ms and would I_scnd another! So
I sent another to a friend who is seeing whit he can do with
1t belore sending it 1o Furst as a last diteh effort. 50, it
appears Furst 18 malnly a plcture agent and hasn't a nose for
articles at all. Besides, on several occasions I wrote the
ms. should be blown up into a book and could he find a
publishing cowmpany. He doesn't even reply con this. As for
finding a publishing company, I might be ablée to through a
friend here who has a friend in NY in the business, However,
and as I wrote the L. A, attorney, would my writing a booxk
interfere with a law suit? Or does one thing have nothing

to do with the other?

Thanks to you, the book is Torming 1n my mind and the only -
person I really want to see is Teresa, the weman who claims
she 1s Vidal's widow,

As for Striso, if I read you correctly, believe me, you're wrong.
The guy is etraight out of the Adams family and gives ume the
creeps, It's just that he throws so many bones, that one
wonders if one of them might have a little weat, Besides, he
knows where I can locate Teresa, & thing we discussed in NY

last Januvary,

48 for the drug business, my main Interest is that it's rretty
disgusting to live in & soclety where governmenis seem to bs
more controlled by such operations - than the operations are
coutrolled by governments, I do not intend golng into this
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very deeply in the book, but I mcst certainly will imply the
connection, which you've read in the ms.  Remarxs by Joel's
brother and a written note to we from Turner do muchk more
than imply. There's more, too. &nd of course the trio

who grabbed the book can't write it.

hete, but the duty oan it would

I'd be glad toc send you the mac
111 see how 1t can be gotten Lo

be more than its value, S0 W
you.

Frankly, it's too much trouble to send you the stuff Striso's
written, a8 having copies made is costly and time-—-cons8umiiig.
Bowever, I'u brying very nard to swing a deal which means
an airliue tickzt in exchange for stories - and am awalblng
a reply from a girlfriend in MY - as the pecple I stayed
with before are in Burope., I1f this comes off, will bring the
1le on him with me, And by the way, although you say you've
typed nim and gave me Lhe reasons - I st1l1l don't know what
his purpose is. I den't in any way have your experience,
nor perhaps the experience you think I nave, I've only been
in this newspaper business since I'wm divorced (although 1've
veen writing since I learned to read) - 80 would appreclate
your defining Strisc - why does he 4o all this feeding? Not
only wo me, vub Rawparts, Jarriscn, Congressmen - and e
insiste it isn't money he wants? What do you think he wants?
DO you Know Garrisoa 8&W his ws. and said most of 1t sesmed
to check out? -
, bub even the American
never had & llexican
guietb.

Tmbassy nas bBeen told 1o preten

I wish I could help you re Watergate
d it
connection. For the moment, all is

ake care and stop thinking about age, everything is ralativel
Cowpared to what!l)

Best o you and Lil,

1S RN A



