: 13 July 1971

Dear Harold:

On July 10 we sent you a large envelope containing
NO eclippings in hand as of that date, and now here's another batch.

We find no disagreement with your feeling that
something much bigger must be involved. We were conscious of the
unusual number of visits by AZnew, but never have seen the

slightest hint of what they were about.
One angle does look interesting: the unaonounced

arrx retirmemmt on the IRS chief in NO and the arrival of another
one who refuses to comment on the Garrison case. Perhaps the old
one wouldn't go along ? We'll watch for anything further.

In Milton Brener's "The Garrison Case," (Potter,
1969) he says on page 6:
t m"garrison picked Frank Klein as his first assistant;

his top investigator was Pershing Gervais, a controversial figure,
previously dismissed from the Police Department for misconduct, and
W a former witness against fellow policemen during a graft-system
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scandal of major proportions. The appointment was to cause
Garrison embarrassment and complications throughout most of his
first four years. But the two men were fast friends and Garrison
has always repaid loyalty with intense loyalty of his own."

On page 36, Brener refers to Gervais as "Garrisonis

gnzt* Achilles Heel," and on pages 38-9 describes Gervais'
resigantion during Garrison's campaign for relection against O'Hara.

I don't cite Beener as an authority on anything,
but this is the only reference I find immediately to the effect that
GBrvais was dismissed from the police department for misconduct.

Correction: IN Plot or Politics, James and Wardlaw
say on page 21: "Gervais had been discharged from the police force
gome years back and Police Superintendent Joseph I. Giarusso made it
clear he didn't like the idea of his men working under a man who had
been fired from the force." Again, I don't accept this as
authoritative, but the story at least has currency in certain
circles, whether true or not. If we spot anytking further

we'll send it along, although it may pe academic now.

Like you, we are unable to explain the sudden

swooping down by the feds on a situation just at this time on a

situation which is anything but new., Like you, we feel they must have
4 had enough on Gervais to put him away for life, but why use him now ?

Some time back you made an obscure reference to something cooking

in New Orleans, Could it be they wanted to use Gervais before he

was used in some way by the DA ? Could he have been so used by the

DA without all sort of suicidal fireworks ? I do suggest that a big

factor in this situation parallels the southern dislike for federal

interference. The feds seem equally to resent resistance by provin-

cials, and this seems even more apparent in this administration.

f More els e,
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Lou suny thing press upon e, too many wiih deadlines go undonc, so I reply to your
valuable 7/15 w thout havings read clip dngs cncloscds

I do have the official copien of the affidavitse But if it i. not oo such too ble
and too mueh coat, there is a volue in having the copies you arv sending, I con cark tien
up as I read thems The actucl clippings are sont on to- gsporadically and are incouplitu.
‘he stories also are valusbel, so duupitc what I have eently said of ot dodn; i3, I'd
aprreciate it if you could continue, I read whet I can twixt i twoon ether tldags,

Whe Jroner quote is accum'i:e\p.ﬁ) asy tragically, is thu prediction (36). I ack you
fo consider the prodiction furthe , for as uged in the book it ig inaccurcte, Uorrison
vdnuing that oloction big and Gorvaic hurting him nét at all. Brener's book dic noy
a pear until the ned of 196Y, gquite somc fine after Uervais became a fink. Droner
reprecented a nmuiber of those in whom Carrison was interestod, nost bot able to poy his
usual fees, and + nuver could figurc how he coulu alfford to take the time off 4o write a
bouke Tor which the prospects were not good except in an effort to huve it figure in the
pending eluction or is oursuit of wnscen intore:ts, It way have been politicel rhetoric,
but history shows the Garrison rejoinder about police investigators to have Leen ri:ht.

U 1y be aleo igmored ite Ppe 38-9 also fair and accurate., I think I have clips so.eplace
o polic misconduct by Gervais, and I cerdainly belicve ituprobaeble, So, I tidnl you can
also accept flot or Politiecs as corrocte It is wothout doubt that Ge.veis is ag described
and 1t is probable the desceriptions are understatemcnts, But he is no foul, only open,

Joy in rotronpect, I prosuse %lat onee JG started sounding olf, Jili started looldn; im
Liuto £%, and the senior agents in IO should have had a good beginning without doing any
work, from just lmouing him and scuttlebut, for PG ig mud always was very opels I sugw
geat that it took them until early 1969 to build a solid onough case, and then they voved.

We sharc th: same perplexities, but not the more poinsed one on hmste in th. unclosed

eurbon of 1y letcer to ivan. liaste is hwrdly the words Tor the last part, and I can see

no ready explanation, oxcu  perhaps an at:empt to defuse the Pentagon Popers end 4 o
cuverse press on tlireatenming to suppress and charse the press vith espmionagu-act vielation,
Updes: there had been an unreported leak and they had to, without having a real casc againot
Yize vhe transcript of the last tepe, P end JG's home night 5/29, shows cven lds groat
haste, his out-ol-charactor couversation, porheps betokening fears Thers could huve buon
cloxical lsaks, perhaps not int nded as leaks, :mercly indiscrotionse There lne to be Luch
clerical help on this, awi never forget that He0. is sui generise Only an outsider can
wunicrgtand now muche I predictud tic last electlon better then he or any oi his dide I
predict he coulu be re-elected tomorrow, sick and disgracou, without & runoft, for he will
be regorded as framed and a victinm of federal intrusion, there hated mor: then amywli-re, lot
onc ol Iiis cnemies, not onu of the few oi chaw's friend I $ricd %o sce ‘in no case frow
intorest in Shaw) declined, The ncdia was always helpfule Lven Rosemary James, who saw to
the sup ression &f printed reporting of the ap.earance of 0 in HU, helped me got the N.0,
Pres. “lub to announce it, snd TV covered welle WDSU=TV lot pc have a eopy ol tleir foutage,
trustin: ne to take it to the £ilm lab, WWL showed it to uee Lbeelowldn't hap un clsewhorc,
But tiis does not explain federal haste.

If reading stories, affs, discloses anytidnz, I'11 urite separately, for 1 oay be able
to coil thils fomaghts Agein, Lony thanizse 4y the way, please watch Lohe develo prints for dee
I Lave . tip the PD has started a re=investigation, qui tly, an: that ey are ofber Slohe
and one lidel, just roleassd from “clicil's Isihand pen, Job as as.essing, dad of lafia o,
which I'n not ready to buy, of Sirhan,.

sincerely,



