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MCC ‘Concerned"

Seek Copy
Of O'Hara -
Testimony

By ROSEMARY JAMES .

The Metropolitan Crime Commission has request-
ed a transcript of the testimony involving Criminal

District Judge Malcolm V.

hearing this week on an

Teamster Union president James R. Hoffa, who is

in prison.
During the hearing
Judge (Vl{ara  testified

that he had heen the ex-
pense-paid traveling com-
panion of New Orleans build-
er. Zachary A. “Red" Strate,
who was convicted along with
Hoffa in 1964 on charges of
conspiracy and fraud,

Judge O'Hara also testified
that he had acted as a mes
senger in an attempt to get
Baton Rouge Teamster offi-
cial Edward' Grady Partin,
whose lestimony was instru-
mental in convicting Hoffa in
his earlier jury- tampering

* trial at Chattamooga, to sign
an affidavit of “confessed
wiretapping.”

TODAY, Aaron Kohn, man-
aging director of the crime
commission. said thal he has
requesied the transecripl so
that the commission can

O'Hara given at a Chicago
appeal for a new trial of

“study it and’ evaluate the
New Orleans implications."

Kohn said, “We are very
concerned with the real mean-
ing behind the testimony . . ,
as it affects New Orlean:
Criminal District Judge Mal-
colm V. Q'Hara.

“We are particularly con-
cerned with the role O'Hara
apparently played on behalf
of Hoifa. and whether it may
have been in violation of the
law or of the judicial code
of ethics.”

ASKED WHETHER the New
Orleans Bar Association is
considering any action in the
matter of the O'Hara testi-
mony, President Charles J.
McCabe said:

“You must understand that
any action being considered
by our assoclation necessarily
must remain secret umil we
{Turn to Page 7, Column 1)

are ready o take the action.
“However, 1 would not like

to convey the impression that

our association has failed to
take notice of the printed re-
ports about the Chicago hear-
ing-"

loffa’s attorncys were seek-
ing a new trial. charging that
their client was convicted on
cvidence thal was illegally
ohtamed through wirelapping.

DURING the hearing last
week, Judge O'Hara testified
that he had taken an affidavit
to Partin, asking him to sign
it, but he would not say whose
“messenger” he was

He was asked if he owed

. Strate $30.000 and il he had
. ever heen paid any money by

the Teamsters. There were ob-
Jections to both questions and
they were sustained hy pre-
siding Judge Richard B. Aus-
tin,

Sirate testified that O'Hara
had set up a meeting between
Strate and Walter Sheridan,
an aide to former Atty, Gen.
Robert F. Kennedy, during
the Hoffa investigations and
now an investigative reporler
for the National Broadcasting
Cn. Strate said that Sheridan
offered to help him in Chi-
cago il Strate would help him
to discredit Dist. Atty. Jim
Garrison's probe of the Ken-
nedy assassination. Sheridan
called the Strate testimony
an absolute falsehood,

The hearing ended with Fed-
eral Judge Richard B. Austin
denying the motion for a new
trial

In the headlines with O'Hara
were Edward M. Baldwin, a
New Orleans attorney, and
Pershing 0. fiervals, former
dide to Garrison. Both wure
subpfenaed, but the Chicago
hearing ended without (hem
neing called to testify. =

O'Hara, who today is in the
process of nnpaneling a new
Orleans Parish Grand Jury,
would not comment on Lhe
Chicago hearing.
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