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Masreh $0, 1969

rp, H1ll Wilsen, Asst AStYy
Cenerel, Criminsl "ivisiena
bepartmeat of Justiee
Yeshington, D. 0. (A’h Mp, Corl ¥, .hb.!)

Desr S1r,

y 1% is sot frem my letters %o e Mgparwment of Justics, o Wieh, %
'dete, there hes sever beca nesningful response, that you oon eay 4% i»
;ltut further exshange of carrespoidenes,..vill serve Re useful purPees” .
‘4@ your poliey determinetion. 1% 1s consistens with the refuml of your spaey
. $s meks aseningful respomse., If you will reed the lest twe letters W dieh yours
of Usreh B8 Lo suppessdly addressed, you will fiad this is true. I Gseply NOgEet
1s, for 1% 18 tuis of fietiel dlindnces, this contisning mertgaging t¢ e sy

/(o tte pest, thet will hound you peopls perecaslly end W @ unending ead
Vo ssary prodlem end smmoyense %o ke sdministretion of whieh you sds pars,

\
\

L I begin vith the assumpiien of hemesty on your part. I Shesefore @By you
‘gam-ot possidly heve Feod ay books of st rether extendiw ( end I balliew
wreng s d invorel) fedesul oepiensgs 8 Wy pudlid oppearenses sad sey, 06 yN
{n your secend paregreyh, et aethiag vill male me “eertein Shet the clemm$
| "oF pelities played be rele ia $ho iawstigetion of the asssseinstiien of Fresde
dent Keanedy or the fermmlstion Sum of the guidalines for %o reloces” of o
' les. You may heve read FI pasephrests. ‘Sem Ny owa by mov lezge steiy of
gacussnds of these, 1 esn concsive they esuld lesd you %o shies misapprehonsiea. '
% is She prefessieasl tueamot“ommho-m“oot '
the existing prediem end situstiss. I ea prepered %o prove “f o gJeur cos~
 vepienes, If there is eaythiag I ssy %hat you &o B8t dellews, tavite youwr
end numwm\u-—omotwruym con~
veaience. 1 Bope Shis is = offer you sceopl.

1% 10 not with the fosmmlstien of the guitelines thet 1 cuarrel But
Wish thedr taterprotetion oad spplienticn. For exeaple, sy ime yeu veas I Wl
make o case for you that mweh te sk thet should net Beve beed reloesed
hos been, With the resuls Shat poople were noedlessly dsmaged. ALl of this
of waich . heve imewledge 1o consistest, fulls iate o single pettern. I eV
o’ ne case vhere the dameged peresa Wb et either "liberel” or met sttpeesiv
%o the FBI sgents. Un the other head, What ceanet pre erly be suppressed hao
been. 1 eem and en your request will put in your hand ssmples, for in sems cs8e8s,
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as eareful reggjacyafssmelappenswhendd \aly 183 S0 P00.4s SBOTOTINS) o1 Wolet

N P8I%0 ny request for the spestregrephic snslysds of the Wiled and
fraguents of buliet esid %o have boon used ia the sssassinetion, BoP have Jou
%old me why this Bes been denied ms, I hove ssimd fSor Shis vith seme regulsr-
18y for close tc three yesre. The oaly respoRse hod besh aa I fslesheod. You
knew snd I recently elludesd Yo 13, shat ur. Vinsen %old ma o reviev wss underwey
end 1 woulc soon hesy sbout ose recwest. Yot shous this, tec, vhen 1 made in-
quiry, you wer silent. ‘{any Wore exemples o¥e eveiloble 1if you wmat them, ut

1 thiak y-u should by meov understssd Shad 1n sddressing yourself tc the " formu-



lation ~f the guidlines™ yeu st best seek %o eveds my camplaint.

In the sense in Mmickh you use the word, ther» ire no wsrreat feor
seying 1 believe "phhitics” played o "Fels in the iawvestigation of the
sssassination”. I 40 not now end mever 414 believe Wis was s Repudblicen
or & Jemocret matter, nor esn I reesll ever haviag ssid exything thet eould
be tortured in%e sug -esting this. Howew.r, ia the selestion sad appointment
of the 2?{} of the Cemission, Shere wes s politiesl genius. I heave worimd
for severs anches of the govermment end lived cless % it for 38 yesrs. 1
recsll no siagle instemce in vhich say edministration ever appointed o ms jorisy
of five of seves members of say bdedy from the minority party., One of the things
this echieved is obvieust the preseant NHepublicen sdministretioa is that of
the overvhelming ma jority of the members of the Yerren Cemmission, You theredy
are¢ saddled with the respomsidility of the preeeglding edministretion, of the
other pdiiticel pardy. Anyome ia suthority todey who might oconsider looking
into poseidle error by the "erren Commission 1z immedistely eonfrented with
the consideretion *het scimowledging such errer vill be to essume pelitiecel
responsibility for it. Magle I de not expeet you $o fay sttention to me o
_ % give serious, mrture thought %o wvhat I tell you, I nonetheless Sell you
Ahst for » short while you 40 have 8 period of grece in Wich this will 2ot
%e $rue, through the unintendsd kindness of fermer ASteraey Gonerel Glark,
Thereefter you, by your sileass, by your refusal %o de vhat impartisl reeding
of uxhet Jou ROW hevVe reguires of you, you ssswms resporsidility for vhat he
has done., His Srensgressions will Decome yours Te the degree 1 cam, I Wil
see tc this, for it is my odligatien ss o e¢itisen.

Eseh one of you in euthority is the euptiwe of hin upon *hem you
depend for 'Towledge and advice. Bech of you, as you wndeudiedly bdelieow you
may properly, takes on feith what is given him, vhet he jis %old. If I aeh
kol Vedge there is tco much I 4o mot kmow, 1 else insist * knew of ne cese 2
which enyome in sutherity ever scught eampetent,sutside knovledge sad sdvies.
1 canret coneeive of this haviag Rappensd without my novledge, fer there are
very fewp indeed, from vhom sud coumssl eould de sought. Mether yoi believe
me or not, it ean-ot be done withou$s my imevliedge. Ned Measstly. But what
happens if you sre, for whatever purpsse, visth whstever metive or laek of
motive, nisinformed? Do you sxpest those Who mey have deea responsidble fer
the error of the pest %o leudly proclsim thet teday? And ea sueh & subject?

You see, I hove mever bdelievel there ws the measter consrireey oy
opposition slleges imside the governmeat. I heve slweys thought end still
think much 1f not mcst of this een be exr simed by tke mormel workings of
Sresucrscy, snd I hsve often said this, whether or net it is in the material
sveilsble to you. However, the more time pssses, the less credible tais will
become. iIn the future, these errors will mot be suseepsidle of such explsmetioa.
(and 1f you perchumos think I sm peremoid in seying there has becn federel
esphonmge on me, I will put ocopies of it in yowr hanmd.)

1 4directly challenge $our SoSslly erronesaus ststement, "the sub-
stantirl co rectness of the Commission's Report remsias umizpeacheld by any
recent developments”. This chellenge is so iirect I Go not even sugmst you
+41° L'v. to mcke "further investigssion” that “would serve to eliminste the
doubts” 1 h.ve. .nd i aers vou to accept my chellengs. I will restriet myself
- n.2 .arrow point, s.l thw evilencs oL ahieh is in your possession. Now, if
the <oV romi it swald like ®c yrove or to setiafy 1tself that 1 am some Kind of




w674 nut or thet my resesreh is inccmplete eor undependedle or merely Shat I
em wrong, here ie your chenes, In sdveace 1 wars you that ia selecting thie
single point I have selected one ea vileh I will cenfrond you with vhat I
regerd s» ¢ cape of perfury and its suberastien,

From the experienses I have had, I em net eacoureged $o tFuet the
evermmont, let I &0, very mich, vaat ¢ dislogne en this subjest. I do realine
thet everyons i= ot dishonest, %het Woet of you "o sit ia judgement on the
fees think you msw, thisk yeu heve been doneshly infe I elso resliss SN
2ot & eingle eae of you hes or eould heve Salla the tine * hove dowsted S0 this.
2ad I heppen “o Delieve thet %o consider the govermment ¢ uld hew nede =

FmOous Sh Orror recuizes sa imerdiaste emeuat of courage of sayons in suthorisy,

; rhspe the risk of his esresr and futuse, 26 190 for %his Jacenm thet I eey I
| Bave sel.3%ed s singls gedat I regard ea piwital There are msay, sll eeatral.
' §f you accept my ehalleage snd are net persuaded, dut 12 I an cenvinced you see
. Minseze, I sill sheresfier Ssie others, eme by ess, until you are stified or
1 om thet Jou heve mo iateatien of being setiefied.

1 egree with your stotemsnt thet for FII sgente % slender me weuld
e violation of Decertmens polieg. I cen oaly tell you that 1t hes deen
to me. I 40 met expees you could ever be setiefied on Shis poins, for
oa would heve tc asespt the deairls of the sgwnls that they 414, I we smm
Shis whea I wete. Even though I kmev there oculd never % o sortain doter-
on | snd I have pureusd it 3o further), 1 felt odliged to faform you,
precissly becsuse it 15 the kiad of shing mo responsidle goversmemt would
= to happen. If agents 41d tiis, I veuld slso presume {¢ wa: mot on the
P astructions of the Directer snd I would mot expect taem to eonfess 1% $o him,
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With mueh of whet ycu say of the confession of perjury by Lesn
Andsews I sgree. ‘ou do mot sey emough, howver. I am in heerty sgreement
%at there shoulld be no federal imtrusien inte Stete proesedings. I wiah I
eould sey this had beem the poliey of your Department in the reeeat past.
Desn iffirevs is s friend of mine. I en genuinely serry for the plight iz vhiah
he finde hiuself. ¢ bave ba. a pumber cf long conversations over the pest
ssversl yeers. It is my belief thet the grestest hom of Ris confossed per-
jury wss %o the federel procesdiag. I do 208 by ony mesRs sugre st that whet
he confesesed in New Orleans i the Sotal imedequaey of his federel testimony.
I8 wes quite impeitent in the deliderstioms sad conslnsions of the Coumiseion.
Nor do 1 sug_est that it was spomtanesus. 1 sm §n pessessfen of proof thet it
was not. This mey or mey mot hsve securred %o you, may or mey aet figure ia
your owa deliderstions. For :hat it may be worth, ! report it to you., It may
well complicste things for you. I do suggeet thet 1L She Department of Justioe
does nothing sbeut it the m~tier mey sot drop Where. And I slso sugrest thes
4a the totsl piecture, thias snd other i{nddequacies of the New Orlesns investi-
gttions mey ultimstely de more of en emdarresament $o the govermment that new
mey oppear licely or than the numerows lawyers you hasl odeerving the triel
mey have been eble to deteet or repors $o you. They, regsriless of competenase,
ere limited by »het was presented ia eours ead by tae state of ‘heir om
imowl-dge. Newspsper sccounts og my presenes st tne trisl ere i. error. 1 lets
“ew Urleuns durin- the jury uhct&n end huve no: returned., My owm Knosleige
of the proceedings is limited to wust vpjearec in the pspers snd #uiyt wms
reported t» me by friends ia the press. Buat my imoxleige of fect is pot by
eny mesn: limited %o wh.t wes presented 1: court.



You¥ could aot de more right then .you are in seying thet J insend to
pursue this. "hat I have slreedy done hes deea finenclelly ruineus énd that has
R0t doterred me. If y u huve follewed may published work esrefully, you heve but
11ttle indicetion of wist I heve mew learned, delieve 1 haw estadlished. And
Jou are eorreet iz seying shat tShe “"releese of edditionsl meterials in the fllss”
¥ill be helpful to my vork, "het you do met eppesr to understand is thst 3his
does not heve the signifiesnce you im o T3¢ there can bde mo material in the
files the§ cen in eny wy destroy what * heve slready esteblished. Unil this
1s underetord by the goveranent, it will not unlers:aad the stalod eeoh end
svery emrloyes of whetever rsak hes ia this, ner esu. thees magloyees unierstend
whet tuis car meea to She pressat sdministration sai the Fresideas, in the

. immediste future er inu tue hictoriewl record.

| I tel you ot faee value el Jou sey "we will welcome reosips of"
' My views cnd " ws seek, os you do to serwr the best interests o
- Do this greve sudbject,.” e vy - T :

©of showing «-vu ogk for d{rect «mawer to the

ve
ousstibne { have reised end for ¥nKx SUliats I huve sought theg, I delieve,

“Xemmnot properly be demied me, In eddition t2&s tust re flected in my letters
[, % your Departmest, ome in purticular of those meny demied me Dy the o vermmeat
1k ol to your sttention. In the pansl report slleged to be on 3he sutopey
‘Where 1s refsrencse $o aa April 1968 memorsadun of tremsfer. I requested this
An Jenuery, with tiLs edditionel resuest Shet 1f it mere not given ae a0 ex-
~ Planstion be gives fn wiiting. I wos then en: Qlis oC o nu W of a_bssqueat
oocasions essured this w-uld be forthcoudng. It s 2ot Wppened. I beliew
“is 1s entirely indefensidle. WAile there msy be footors of which 4 rmew
BOVMing that might properly deay me this document, I can conoceive of ne gvod
Foason for the deley in responss, for * hewve wMttem NeRy times, or for whad
ROV amounts te the refussl te tell ne Wy 1t 1s demied ne. And I tell you 1o
sandor tiat I hove evory resson o believe I know .het this memorandum is
end suys. ilso, I nouli liio to bove xerex copies of or be 2dle %e derrow
severel transcripse of testimony, thet of the sftermcen proce24iag in Judge !
Helleck's :curt {n “ashington, the dey testimony was prosented By the j
Pleintiff (+ith eeples of tue affidevits offerel by the govermmen3 ond €f :
1ts subsequent motions), end that of FRI Agents Shoneyfeld end Fresier :nd
Colomel Yinck in New Orlesas.

A

If we osn estedblish s besis of mutual Srust, shere 1s grent poten-
tiel for much vood. Yor my pert I usk bu® two thinjgs: complete rosvect for
eny confidentes ( for I h-ve whe- for me ie on eormous investment {r my Jork)
8nd thet, shether or not I sG delivved, 4 be listenod to with s open mind.

1 40 hope +e :am schiewe this.

Sincerely,

Harold 'eisterg



