WAS | BETRAYED BY

LEE HARVEY OSWALD?

by
GARY POWERS

EAST-WEST relations were on

a knife-edge when America's U2
spy plane was shot down over
Russia in 1960. After 21 months
in prison the pilot, Gary Powers,
was exchanged for

Colonel Abel, a top Russian
agent. Today Powers concludes
his remarkable story—until now
suppressed by the C.LA.

HERE is no ‘doubt that the

U2 overflights from 1956 lo

1960 were valuable. The

New York Times was to call them

“the most successful reconnais-

sance esplonage project in
history.”

For instance, in the United States

in the mid-fifties a battle had long raged

in military and congres-
e of onr merence chor,
much of our defence effort

should be  allotted to
bombers, how much to

missiles.
It was not only a matter of



) Bi!.’ht.

,did not have missiles capable

‘!\

“keeplng up with Russia ”
in retaliatory strength ; also
at stake was whether our
defences were or were not
geared to the actual threat,
There was considerable
evidence the Russians had
chosen to concentrate on
production of heavy bombers,
On Soviet Aviation Day in
July 1955 a mammoth alr
spectacular had been staged
over Moscow.
Flight after flight of these
la. ne.s passed over the review-
stand, in numbers {ar

LEE HARVEY OSWALD J
er t.han our Intelligence
gl:ad cxlmed

be
led thls
= bumher bui]d-up 5 for what it |
was, an elaborate hoax. '
There was only one squadron |
of these planes, Having once
passed overhead, the same

{ ul.anes had fiown out of aight

circled, and returned agaln and

again. i
The U2s revealed mnre t.ha.n
this, Evidence accumul 1
B e
abes was ¥y man AT
bombers, the Russlans had |
shifted their major emphasis to !

es

miasﬂ X ‘
by bit, mission aflter
mlsslon. the U2s were penetraf-
ing and dissipating a cloud of !
ignorance which had for decades
made the Soviet Union a dark
and shadowy land., -

UT from early 1958

until Apri] 1980 we

ada adost no overflights, So
g with the Summit so close,
isenhuwer approved my

1 knew there had been no
overﬂlﬁhw for months and then
sudden v two in close succession,

Could Eisenhower have wanted
Kru&hchev to know of the

%‘Ve knew that the Russlans
had radar-tracked most if not
all of the overflights, so the
chances were that these last two
U2 flights would not have gone
undetected,

Might Eisenhower or hia
advisers have felt 1t to be to aur
advantage, psychologically.
have Krushchev know, to nave
this very much on his mind
wat]:g he arrived in Paris for the

Eisenhower smug in the know-
ledge that we could overfly
Russie  at will; Krushchey
inwardly raging but unable to
rotest, because to do so would

to admit that his country

of reaching the planes

A U:uh;%?%lg mt.ﬁret. 1s more tnan
C. al someone

betrayed the U2's most vital

secrel—the height at which 1t

customarily operated. This

would have made it a aminz

duck for Russian missiles. Con.
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o Atsigs, Jo 5 W based
In Sepnember of that year a

17-year-old Marine was stationed
qt Atsugl and had aceess to
qiuipmenﬁ which included
he gt—- ing rada.r He was a
ed radar operator
He remained in Jagan until
November 1968, at which time
he was raturned to the United
States and assigned to Marine
Air Control Squadron Nu 9
(MACS-9) at the Marine r?s
ion ay El Toro, Ca i-
!ornin.hu léﬂ t'JI‘:;n was 1'.\%)11'.y aﬂ .
base, frequen ew
over this portion of Southern
California. At El Toro he had
access not only to radar and
radio codes but also to the new
MPS 16 height-finding radar.

N September 1958 ha
obuined a * hardsh g
i ge”™ Irom the U
Marine Corps.

° The following month he

defected to the Soviet Union.
On. October 31 he appeared in
the American Embassy
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His name wag Lee Harvey
Oswald. Six mon
U2 was shot down. ths later my

When I eturned Am
it was to rmixed rn?epﬂo;.ﬂc‘
The criticism hit me wi
sledgehammer hlow, L&
“ A Herop or 2 Man who Fail
His Mission ? * read the heaf'ﬂ

—— e —— s T

line on the New York Sunday
Herald Tribun

ﬂ;l.-'mermndeclA ?n?s““% neonfg
wers o cert,
questions, the paper snl:d.

e what
nefth
he nor t.he U2 should fall :nfg
unfriendly hands, dldn’t he blow
mmaelr up, a.nd the plane ?
* Why t Powers use the
Bot.sou needle he had on

a:uts v told everyth.lng

knew better. other
pllots lmew betr.er As d!d tha
nzencsv the ident,
Secretary of State, and, I nre-
umed,

Fran
i‘g duty in a

ion and
well, and I ahink
about that than some of his
detractors and critics know, and
I am glad to say that to him
tonight.”

'éi‘?t.m with
ns
ieen weil before I

nothing had changed

WAS: " to t,‘u‘a;s the
uct device—

which wouldn’t have destroyed
the plane, on.ly a portion of | he
igglpgg;mm O“ui't 'hagnd‘:
ces, no!

been possible.

As for the poison neadle, alnce

carrying was optlonal, suleide
was nbviamly optiona] too.

The criticlsm went fa: beyond
t, however. Comparisons

were made between my conduct
and Abel's Iollowing capture,
Hﬁ llmniimtlon being that while

mea.lad nothing about
spilled my

uite a few others. I
withheld information from

had
the Russians, particularly vital
mrghrmaéifa about the altitude

In mlmd I was cleared by

the C.L.

At a dinner at the Beverly
was

Hilton Hotel, at which I
present, Allen Dulles, former
director of the C.IA., said i(—

"1 would lke to say ...
cls Gary Powars performed

gar!nrmad lt
know more

EANWHILE
marrtage had

"Bacbars. bag

Larougn a

‘came

as shot
tAdana in
to;]ninmea k::
t.hing anough
e ﬁaa brmk. only stroi

utennushof.th

tfo marriage very
KY.

When I returned to America
S b R
Finally, T ﬂlud nui't ror divm-ce
beum in

The decree

i_mnlnyeu named Claudia

oatoer 21. 1963, she

ru ed from the agency and
m October 26. in

married
Eatletti vh- ia, It was the
noing, w
egx gpniest

t qualification.
part of my life.

1970 Francis
Gary Powers
and Curt Gentry.




