: aoptoibor 10. 1968

General James M, Gavin
25 Acorn Park -
Gambridge, Masa, 02140

Dear General ,Gnv_in_:”_

Hore is the raw, unedited menuseript of COUP D'ETAT. Normelly, a writer's .
vanity snocurages him not to want it seen until 1% is edited, Hovever,

the content impelled me to rush wish it, It is this content I believe you

should be familiar with. I have an even more shilling wmanuserips, but

that deals with evidensce the more umwilling mind san dismiss as teohniocal,

I think it is mere than comprehensible without any ’backnro"und.

May I suggest, intending no d&liﬁpiﬁi; in answer to your letter of Sep-
tember L, that no matter how man improves aspirin, 1t will remain inef- .
. fective against sancert . - S R R _'

In saying this, I 4o not downgrade your own writing, whiah I regard as
exceedingly important and urgently in the national interest, as I regard
everything in your resent public sareer. wWhat you have done and are do-
ing is vital to the country. Mgre power to you, snd no end %o your
determination and dedication} - ' ,

X am nﬂh‘ that the iiuuiha"’tton'l.' pnrtibﬁhrlq shat of Pxiclidont Kennedy,
and the offioial "invessigation"”, are the basic issue today. Everything

stems from Shis. As you realised in our interview, it was followed by
 {mmediate mnq;,_chnm and She end to She changes he hsd begun., (X wish

.. the need for the wri I am engaged upon did not preclude my now doing .
~ that book, already largely naurﬂml.‘)‘p R T -, e m :

In sending you this manuserips, the hut.urn, sopy I have (and X had to -
‘delay doing this until I ocould get is beek), 1 -“m“nf purpose is to
inform you. Aside from i%a need of editing, it is not quite complete. I
will be adding a few things to it, such as the nawes of ths public of-
ficials who knew in advance of he King assassination, immediately before
it was acocomplished, more on the Seoret Service, etes. I have already
written an addition on the Commission's execusive sesaions, what has been
deatroyed, altered, suppressed and eliminated from them, and what they
diselose. That is now half a book in length, %oe large to include in
this book. I will bhave to make a separate study eof it, ' o

. 1 will veleome any suggestions you Would omre to make, or any other help
You might see £it to offer. : '

By now I belleve you may be familiar with my earlier writing. In each
ocase I had %o be my own publisher, even in the single instance wherse it
seems othewkkse., Is this not, in itself, a sufficient sommentary on the
state - and safety ~ of our sooclety? %The most powerful of the series has
i besn ready for the offset camera for 13 months, I have not been able to
i get 1t published. Commersial publishera pronounce it "fascinating",
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"important", and many other flattering things, but will not touch the
subject, Only that which duplicates my original work has been commer-
olally Publishable. No help has been avallable to me, and I have gone
without income since the Presidential assassination and am noy $35,000
in debt from this endeavor, henge cannot, now, finange another privatge

‘material ' as extensive 88 mine wags Prerequisite, or that they were too
busy with their ewn Work, The truth ia contrary. It is simply that they
" fear the sub jeat, as sommergial publishers do.,  Jim Garrison (and not at
Ry request) offered an excellent foreword to OSWALD IN NEW ORLEANS withe
out reference to its eontent at all, =

Not one of the foundations I &pproasched eould find a Penny for help, not
even those with the purpose of studying the demoeratic 8ociety. The con-
ing election is another manifestation of whether or not we still have
such a society, . A o o : '

- On a different level, not one of €he many friends of the mprdered President,
inoluding those made famous by him, Will interest himself in the slightest,
save in defamation of those who want the truth established. Pierre S8alinge
is a fine example. He wrote a foreword for a 8ysophanoy by Charles Roberts
demanding those who think and write etherwise not be heard, an entirely new
gonoept of our sonstitutional freedoms, :

Relatively slight as is the soat of manufasturing a book by offset, it is
not for that Purpose er any other &pPpeal for help that I address you, sig-
nificant as even slight help ean be to me, What I feel I must do I will,
wtil I am foreclosed, My purpose is to inform Jou. I believe when you
understand my work, your own will be benefited, I aak, in return, only
that you make no publie uase of ny materials, SR

I am awere that Jou are a very busy man, Yet I suggest that, 4r Jou eould
take time to loek at some of my unpublished evidence not ineluded in this

- meanuseript, it Will mean much %o you and gould mean much to the country,
When you see some of the doouments offieials thought to have been destroyed
in every copy (and I got some that were simply misfiled and eould not be
destroyed), I think 1%t will put ghe assassination and what followed. in an
entirely different porspective, as it BAY your ewn writing,

my unpublished POST-MORTEM, of which I have no s8pare oopy, which deals
with the autopsy and what relates to $t., I have not been able te interest
any "friend" of Robert Kennedy, either. While I have never asked any mem~
ber of the Kennedy family for help of any kind, I find it inoredible that
no single friend of sny momber, no Amerigan interested in the honor of the
sountry that is involved with that of any first family, will in any way
soncern himself,.

At rush hour, we are only slightly more than an hour from Washington or

Baltimore, I would like you %o 8¢e evidence that would take more than

an hour to show Jou., However, if Jou ean spare as little as a half-hour

to an hour on any trip to Washington, ¥ will drive there and show you

what you gan assimilate, with no 8peclal baskground at all, in a half-hour

to an hour that, I ¢ » Will put this subjest in an even more frighten-
Perspective for Yyou.
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Although I ask for no help, if you can direct me to any source of it, of
any kind, I will appreciate it very much. There is no one else writing
in the field doing any original work. There are a few very fine young
scholars independently but very ecoperatively engaged in the researches
their educations and other needs allow. I do loek forward to the day
when there are those in this country who regard a Presidential assassi-
nation, its offidal "investigation" and its oconsequences, as worthy of
more than this slight attention and of some aslight support.

When you return the manuscript, pleass register or insure it for $100,
the approximate cost of Xeroxing it if I have %o get this done commer-
olally. The kind of things Americans assume will never happen to their
basic services, like mifl, are usual with mine, particularly my unpub-
1ished manuseripts. Publications like Der Spiegel and The Times of London
ean confirm this to you., Mail interferences cost me p cation of my
first Yook in London and another in this ecountry. My first two months of
letters to my British agent, all properly addressed and sent by alr, »
reached him in a single mail delivery, only four hours too late for them
to have meant a contraet. The one time my New York agent malled ons of
my menuseripts to the Longon Times" Washington office, eljht othera he -
mailed at the same time disappesred with it, for more than a month.  This
is not parajoia, General; it is the sad state of our sick country. In-
oredible as this kind of thing seems, I have dosumentary and photographie
proof of all of it. : T L o
I do thank you for your time and hope you agree that the knowledge of the
content of this work ean perhaps help you with your own, o

~ Sincerely,

-vﬁmld'.ﬁpiﬂﬁrg 'v B




