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Dear Harold,

Just a quick note to let you know in advance
that my book on the FBI & Dr. King will be
appearing within the next week. Once I actually
get a shipment of them down here, I'll be
forwarding you a copy.

You may have seen the item in Newsweek about
the Fedora matter; the far more important
issue, the "Solo" identities, may well break
this Thursday in the Post, for I've been
encouraging Chuck Babcock to do something
with it.

The identity of the informant in SCLC, Jim
Harrison, should break in the Atlanta papers
Wednesday or Thursday. Jay Kennedy, the CIA
guy, will probably be named in whatever the
Post does.

I hope you enjoy it once I get a copy up to
you, and I hope things in general are going
weli for you.

Best wishes,
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"Soviet Secrets Fed to FBI for More Than 25 Years

&\ (\Y By Charles R. Baboock
Washington Post Staff Writer

For more than 25 years, an operation code-
named “Solo” has been one of the FBI's most jeal-

ously guarded secrets, The information it pro-

duced was sometimes deemed important enough
to be handed directly to presidents.

“There’s no doubt that the bureau considered
Solo its greatest intelligence coup,” said one offi-
cial familiar with the long-running operation. “On
a scale of 1 to 10, Solo was a 10,” said another.

Solo was the protective cover for two brothers
recruited and paid to infiltrate the highest eche-
lons of the American Communist Party. In the
19508, sources said, one became the courier of up
to $1 million a year in secret contributions by the
Soviet Union to sustain the struggling party. This
was cited to support J. Edgar Hoover’s claims
about the communist threat within,

More important, knowledgable intelligence of-
ficials said, the two men traveled abroad and were
accepted as confidants by communist leaders, en-
abling them to return to their FBI handlers with

Infiltration by Two Brothers
Detailed in Book on Dr. King

news about the intentions of communist-bloc of-
ficials. One even had his picture taken with Soviet
leader Leonid L Brezhnev. For years, they were
considered the FBI's most important counter-
intelligence assets.

Now, in a book about the bureau’s smear cam-
paign against Martin Luther King Jr.,, David J.
Garrow, a University of North Carolina professor,
exposes Solo for the first time and identifies the
two brothers as Morris and Jack Childs.

An FBI spokesman had no comment on the
disclosures in the book. But The Washington Post
independently has verified the Childs’ role as FBI
informants and learned something of their activ-
ities. Jack Childs died last and Morris’ cur-
rent whereabouts could not be learned.

The operation was considered so successful that
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a8 the brothers got older officials considered try-
ing to train others to take their place. It is less
clear how valuable the brothers’ information was
to national security, especially in recent years
when the American Communist Party was consid-
ered less of a threat. i -

And there is also the usual uncertainty about
whether the Soviets ever caught on to the Childs’'
double-dealing and could have used them to send
back disinformation to the FBI. Sources said, for
w”gprnp%ﬁqwﬁggan?ﬁ

authenticity of 8 intelligence regarding
the Soviet financing of the American party.

The Solo operation also raises the ironic pos-
sibility that the U.S. government condoned illegal
Soviet funding of the American Communist Party
for years just so it could keep tabs on the party’s
finances, !

One former intelligence officer said Jack Childs
used to pick up the Soviet cash from a diplomat
attached to the Soviet United Nations mission in
New York. Other officials said that Solo enabled
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Bear Dave,

Your book is beginning well and thex attention nay continue, Hope so!

I didn't sec the Newsweek picce but I héard of it. We get the earliest edition
of the Washington Post and a good story in 4% by Baboock began on Page 1. With
reference to the book, not its title, also on Page 1.

I% mentions the Childs brothers only by name,

If the Harrison story appeared it atlanta, I've not heard of its Leing picked
up eXsmukedes elsewhere. Could have without indication around here but I had a press
conference on the FII Thursday a t the lat “reass “lub and there wa n't any hint of
it from any reporters

I hope the publicher arranges something liks a Washington Press conference for
you on the book becamse it may be the kind of bock that is sold more by news than
review attentlon, The reviewers can be real finky,

Reuembery when I geve thé Post the Jay Kennedy story, without his name, it would

not do anything until afte I jave it to the L4 Uimes, which used some. I do not
understand the Post in tiese matters. Yr in hov it could ignbre what I've Just filed
about the FAL in the oldest of all FOIA casese ( a 113=pp affidavit with 82 exidbits.)

Thanks for thinking about me for a booke I do look forward to it.

The bvest of luck with i%!

By the way, i€ you've not had the experience, don't underestirate the mumber of
copies you can sell of people you can reach by call-in radio shous.

Best wishes,



