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October 18, 1967

The Editor, PLAYBOY ' -
Chicego, Illinois

8ir:

Among the wa jor magszines -,Ltjged. all the major wmedia ~ to date PLAYBOY
alone upholds the tradition of the free press in providing Jim Garrison
an opportunity to respond to the distortions, libels, uisrepresentations
and menufactures with which his vital investigation into the New Orleans
aspects of the Kennedy aseassination hes been unwelcomed., Particularly
bvecause I em elone among those investigating end writing on this sub ject
to have conducted my own investigation end written s book on it (OBWALD
IN NEW OREEBANS: CASE FOR CONSPIRACY WITH THE CIA), I am sspeclally
gretified at your fairness. It 1s a public serviece, The country and
the n;rfort %o recspture the national homor and integrity owe you sincere
thﬂ Bas !

Bowever, Garrison was precluded from discussing what he would take to
court.  To @ large degree, your readers will find that in OSNALD IN NEW
ORLEANS - if they can find that book! Typlical of the effort o suppress
that which does no%t agree with the pffiécséal Telry tale, the publisher

is denied his mormal distribution., Even the Mew Orleans wholesaler de-
¢lines to earry it, This, we are told, is the fres press, this the
proof of freedom to write and publishl .

Back in April and May, when I was ths first wrlter to testify before
the grand jury, I spent enough time working with Garrison and uis ataff
to besoms convinced that they represent the great and honorable tradi-
tion of public servants. They work seven days a ueek, nights - whenever
they must. I worked with Garrison several nights until after 1 a.n.

He and his ataff are dedicated, sincere and, I am sonvinced from my own
work, right.

The converss of the popular fiction is truei His witnesses are being
intimidated, not thoss opposing him. Of this I also have personal
knowledge. I have and publish evidence that the FBI 1= among those
making threats.

¥hat the New Orlesns District Abtorney has not beefiterred by the of-
fielal campsaign against him is to his eredit. It is spearheaded by
the Atkorney Generel, who is now quoted as suggesting he way prosscute
Garrison. President of the United States lends the weight of his
office. That Garrison hes not ellowed his work to be hidden by the
coordinated, official, video and syndicated whitewashes i3 further to
his oredit. Those who seek to frustrate what he bas undertaken under-
estimete his courage and dedication.

0ften overlooked in the. proper concern for the preservation of the
rights of the asccused &fe the eqgally great need for the preservation
of the rights of society. A free and fair trial means not only free-
dom and fairness for the scoused. It alsc requires that soclety be
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able to enforce its laws, to punish orime. Garrison did not initiate
the publiocity about his investigation. I em among those who knew of

1t for a sonsiderable length of time before it was first peported in
the New Orleans States-Item of Pebruary 17, 1967. It this 1s clear
¢hat the ensuing Publicity was not initiated by those to whom the Warren
Report 1s offiecial fiction. The result, and I believe the intent, of
this publicity campaign has been to pre judice the public mind sgainst
Garrison's case., The effect is the pre judicing of all potential jurors.
The intent of those resrnsible is to try and make it impossible for
Garrison to get his case into court and then, should he susceed, to
meke conviction of Clay Shaw impossible or, at best, more difficult.

How shooking it 1s to find that the Attorney General of the United
States, from before he assumed office, has been leading the packl

This mekes me particularly appwhensive because the shabby pretense of
an inveatigation was largely by the FBI, which is under the Attorney
Qeneral., That this was not an investigation but a fakery intended to
meke credible what was false I have exposed in all four of my thus far
published books (WHITBWASH: THE REPORT ON THE WARREN REPORT; WHITEWASH
II: THE FBI-SECRET SERVICE COVER-UP; PHOTOGRAPHIC WHITEWASH: SUPPRESSED
KENNEDY ASSASSINATION PIOTURES; and OSWALD IN WEW ORLBANS). The delib-
erate refusal of the FBI to colleat those asaassination plctures it knew
existed, its determination Bot to interview those it knew took pic tures
until aveldgnce presented a greater hazard, even 1t3s misrepresentation
of those plctures it had forsed upon 1t that destroy the bullé-in ver-
dioct with which the government began, are thoroughly documented in
PHOTOGRAPHIC WHITEWASH.

The FBI doctors plctures that prove Oswald's innocence. The Attorney
Goneral assails the New Orleans District Attorney who conduets his own,
independent investigation. : S :

We are in deep trouble. a

A President of the United States has been murdered and consigned to
history with the dubious epitaph of a fkke inquest. Garrison alone
among public officlals still seeks the truth., His regard is an enor-
mous ooncerfied official and unofficial campaign of slander and personal
vilifiocation. R '

Because you gave him the opportunity to present the little he properlj
might of the other side, we are sll in your dabt.

Sincerely,

Harold Welsberg



