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r Jolly Green Giant

vbmm:' Atty. lJim Glrrison, whn h

good thing going until the
d he was staging the

more alert

greatest pu!-on of the 20th Centuryl -

By WILLIAM L. CARTAN

Staff Correspondent

NEW ORLEANS--Man

Americans rubbed their eyes in

dishelief on the morning of March 1, 1967, as they read the
announcement , . . Jim Garrison, an "obseure district attorne J
in New Orleans, had arrested a prominent citizen as a “partl
pant” In “a conspiracy” to murder President John F. Kennedy
on the 22d of November, 1963, in Dallas, Texas.

The citizens who found it hard
to believe that this Jim Garrison
was for real were those who had
more or less accepted the War-
ren Commission’s Report which
had offered the authoritive judg-
ment that Lee Harvey Oswald, the
little weirdo naiive of New Or-
leans, alone was responsible for
the assassination of President
Kennedy.

Although some doubts had been
raised concerning the adequacy of
the Warren Commission's investi-

ation into the national tragedy,
ﬁ seemed preposterous to believe
that a local hick prosecutor had
found the answers that had baf-
fled the rich investigative re-
sources of the federal govern-
ment.

There were other good citizens,
however, who were prepared to
believe that this 6 £t. 8 giant, who
came to be known here as the
Jolly Green Giant, might have
some substantial evidence to back
wp his spectacular rejection of the
‘Warren Report.

The citizens who almost clapped
their hands in glee over this
schampion” who was rising among
them were largely Americans who
bad never believed that Lee Os-
wald had pulled the whole thing
off by l'nmult They felt that the
Warren Commission’s probe was
limited in scope and was mainhr

=

one of the most remarkabls dema-
gogues in the history of American
politics and jurisprudence was
boru, rising like a shooting star
from outer space and then just as
abruptly sinking ingloriously' into
earth, leaving many Americans,
including 12 good men and women
true (the jury) feeling like damn
fools, like they had been led on
a blind chase through Fantasy-
land, or more specifically in this
case, Fairyland.

$5-Million Suit

The career that shot across the
world like a meteorite in 1967 was
that of Jim Garrison who from the
moment he arrested Clay Shaw
faced the monumental challenge
of convincing a jury that the so-
cially prominent and highly re-
spected Shaw and the irrespon-
sible punk Lees Oswald plotted on
the dark side of the maon, so to
speak, to murder the President of
the United States!

Sophisticated newsmen, who
had picked up on the real char-
acter of the D.A. as soon as they
hit town, agreed over drinks at
the local press club that a guy
had to be a real con man to get
away with this one. But even the
most blase myrmidons of the
Fourth Estate were startled as
Garrison reached into the twilight
world for homosexuals and weird-
os to testify as star witnesses
against 2 man who had spent his
lifetime doing good great things
for New Orleans.

As a fitting climax to the whole
fiasco, the jury took less than an
hour to clear Shaw of the ridieu-
lou.s chargel Garrison, like a

man ing at a last

people in high places were cover-
ing up the evidence.

It was in such a climate of min-
gled faith and doubt over the
Warren Report that the career of

straw—or in this case a last Shaw!
~—placed a charge of perjury
against his tortured victim hours
after the jury had freed him.

As 3 result of it all, Clay Shaw
has sued Garrison for $5-million

'The Ugly Truth About [
The John F. Kennedy
Conspiracy Fiasco!

charging the trial was “illegal and
useless” and a violatlon of his
civil rights. Not only that, he has
ohtained 2 federal court order that
forbids the D.A, from prosecuting
Shaw any further, on the perjury
charges.

Garrison’s persistence in prose-
cuting (some say “persacutmz")
Clay Shaw has glven d

It is not a pretty story—but
neither were the techniques which
Garrison employed in his desper-
ate efforts to railroad Chy Shaw
to prison.

Thanks to the American system
which old Abe meoln summed
up by saying you “can’t fool all
the people all of the time,” Shaw

strong rumors in high circles m
Nﬁw Orleansnthat in earlier days,
al

was but in the pro-
cess of being put through the
wringer, he‘wns crushgd financial.

S| egl
had “stolen” the “friendship” of
a handsome young Latin Ameri-
can man from Garrison—and Gar-
rison, in reprisal, had been using,
or abusing the power of his D.A.
office to.get even with Shaw.
Exhaustive research on the part
of this reporter has uncovered no
evidence to support the widely
held belief that Garrison and
Shaw knew each other in their
younger days or were “rivals” of
any kind. But, what we have come
up with in our revisit to the scene
of Garrison’s amazing hatchet job
is documentary evidence of how
a demagogue works in America,
the land of free speech, free
propaganda and free axe grind-
ing. In this series of articles, I
shall give you a blow-by-blow ac-
count of how such a demagogue
operates, how he panders to the
public’s ignorance, bias and gull-
ibility, blurring the issues and
polluting communications with a
big assist from stupid, incompetent
or venal newsgatherers, or news.
men with a talent and a predilec-
tion themselves for slanting the
news.

ly, pk and

Broke Shaw

A cab driver who used to haul
Shaw about the city when Shaw
headed the International Trsde
Mart, told this reporter:

“It's a damn shame how they
broke that man. You wouldn't
know him if you saw him on the
street. He's just a shell of his
old selt.”

Plagued by the curious and as.
sorted goons and weirdos at his
old showplace home in the Fremch
Quarter, Shaw moved into modest
quarters and went into hiding.
Only his attorney, Ed Wegmmn
knows his new address—and he
will permit nobedy to talk to his

ent.

Garrison, ever since he was first
elected district attorney, in 1961,
has been a controversial public
official in New Orleans. One of
the first things he did when he
took office in 1962 was to launch
& drive on harlots and faggots in
the French Quarter, as well as
the more vulnerable purveyars of

I Reveal Garrison Mental

WASHINGTON — Military
the Clay Shaw-John F. Kennedy
show that Jim Garrison, New Or-

rs  duri

some newsp:
in 1967,

Conspiracy

records here, r led by

~leans district attorney, wu under the care of a psychiatrist
for four md n half years between the Fall of 1950 to the

Spring of

Detailed madiul histories at
the Pentagon disclosed that
Garrison was discharged from
the Army once as totaily unfit
for military duty, then later al-
lowed 1o enter the National
Guard.

military duty and moderately
incapacitated in civilian adapta-
bility, The report said the
psychotherapy for Garrison was
tirst begun in October, 1830, by
l psychiatrist on the staff of

sl State University med-

An army
board in October of 1951 toung

& Teport to
an army medical board at
Brooke Army Hospital said:

“This patient (Garrison) has
a severs and disebling psycho-
neurosis of long duration. It
has interfered with his social
ad to

an exercise in official
ing, or at least in the clarification
of superficial evidence.

They felt, too, as the foreign
press believnd, that President Ken-
nedy was the target of a vast na-
tional or intermﬂond pM—md

and
a marked degree.”

Explain Therapy

He is considered totaily - dis-
abled from the standpoint of

lcd school in New Orleans. At
that time, Garrison was a
civilian.

The term psychoneuyasis
used in the medical report has
come to refer to those types
of symptoms complexes or syn-
dromes in which the disturb-
ances of behavior do not affect
a person with enough severity
to terminate completely his
chances of making some kind
of social adjustment,

Psychoneuroses, as a group,

. based on emotional conflicts,

are to he distinguished from

The h are
luunlly intense disorders of the

Illness

_ Lint Alllrgy

means having &

mind that lead to
to mental hospitals.

Garrison served five years in
the army in World War IL In
July, 1951, after a shert stint
with the FBI, he volunteered
for active duty for the Korean
war. He stated in his medical
record that he became aware
that he “just couldn’t make it”
after the first day’s routine and
he reported for sick call.

He was confined to quarters
for two weeks, then hospitaliz-
ed at Fort Sill, Oklahoma. He
was transferred 10 Brooke Army
hospital on Sept. 16, 1951. He
was given a medical discharge
for physical disability in Octo~
ber.

A physical evaluation bhoard
at Brooke recommended 10 per
cent permanent disability, It
said the cause of the incapac-
ity was “chronic anxiety reac-
tion manifested by hypochon-
driasis; chronic exhaustion syn-

me . . . and psychogenic al-
lergic manifestations.”

mnm or emotional origin. In
connection with the allergies, the
medical board said that Guri-
son then had “a rather bizsrre
allergic response to lint, especisl.
ly wool lint.” It said that he
could not wear undershirts or
-rough cloth. It said that i he
did he choked up, had air hun.
ger, and sometimes hives.
The medical board detailed

s
It said it started while he was

in law school after the war.
It said that even after he start-
ed to work for a law firm he
could work only helf a day. As
late as 1962, just before he was
elected district attorney, he stifl
was known around the Orleans
parish courthouse in his assist-
ant district attorney days as 2
man who liked to come to work
at 11 and leave at 2.
Although Garrison had the
hmu of an aggressive man in

as a shy, introverted individual,
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well as
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vice. But, the Metropolitan Crime

Commission charged that he had

neglected the far more serious
probiem of organized crime in
New Orleans—the kind of big
money crime that makes.for cor-
rupt alliances between the law
and the lawless.

Garrison always had an answer

jtica]l muscle in New Orleans
probably came when the eight
criminal eourt justices in New Or-
leans exercised their statutory
rights to oversee the ing of

PART |

the Kennedy “conspiracy” case.
Many sincerely believed Garrison
had “something.” But after watch.
ing the flamboyant and politically
ambitious prosecutor abuse the
vast powers of his office, they
expressed hope that whatever Gar-
rison had, it wasn’t cstching.

One such Garrison-watcher in
those hectic days of 1967 was a
writer whe had found fault with
certain aspects of the Warren Re-
port—Edward Jay Epstein, author
of “Inquest.” Epstein, who wrote
for the New Yorker, recalled his
meeting with the man who had
dared challenge the findings of
the Warren Commission, and who
blasted everybody from LBJ to
G-Man Hoover as he developed
his ever -hm:ng qme: a to

the D.A’s crackdown on the
prostitutes and gay boys in the

French Quarter.
Garrison fouxht the jurisis,
ging that such action as theirs

to the Crime C ’s charges
—a kind of ti lish

which crippled his fin-

theme to the effect that “peopls
worry about the crime ‘syndicate’
but the real danger is the political
establishment.”

Thus, Garrison early had caught
the rising mood of the people
against burgeoning political in-
stitutions in America—and he
learned to make the most of citi-
zen anger and ignorance—the first
rule in the book for all good dem-
agogues. He employed his clever
technique of blurring issues with
implications of racial injustice at
every embarrassing turn of his
bizarre investigation.

Garrison’s first test of his pol-

ancially “raised interesting ques-
tions about racketeer influences.”

Garrison was subsequently con-
victed by a court of
libeling the eight judges. But the
conviction was reversed by the
U.S. Supreme Court in a land-
mark decision that held that in-
dividuals have a right to criticize
public officials even though the
charges meay turn out to be un-
founded.

Veteran political observers of
the New Orleans scene say that
thig amazing victory by Garrison
over the eight powerful judges
in New Orleans served to put the

fear . . . not of J. Christ but of J.
Garrison into the hearts of the
politicians!

He's A Master

A master in the art of reprisal

political clout to get two of the
judges voted off the bench—and
the others, like good soldiers, fell
into line. It was probably the be-
ginping of Garrison’s dream for
high office—like governor.

Somebody hung the tag of Jolly
Green Giant on the district attm'-

how P
sassinated.
Epstein quoted Garrison at the
time as telling him that it was
“the reading of your book that
set me to thinking about launch-
ing gn lnvelﬁgaﬁon into PrerL

Clay Shaw, the business and cive
ic leader who got off Garrison's
hook because the jury was not
as gullible as the general publie.

new move and solved the prob.
lem.”

Cite Search
The “move,” Garrison meant
was Ihe arrest of what came h
be descril a8 “the

dent K 's

Later, Epstein learned that tbh
was a standard greeting extend-
ed by the district attorney to all
crities of the Warren report,

Epstein was curious as to how
Garrison discovered his “conspir-
acy” theory—and at dinner after
his xn-lvnl in New Orleans, he put
the to Garrison point

ney because of his i
sical stature and his poliﬂell xlad
hand. Almost invariably he made
close palsy-walsy ties with some
of the top writers of America who
had come to New Orleans to cover

blank. Garrison explained:

“It's exactly like a nhm pro-
blem. The Warren C

villian since Oscar Wilde.” 'l'lnt
would be Clay Shaw.

Garrison  told newsmen thn
after Shaw was arrested,
from the District Assorney’s oﬁ-
fice searched his home in the
French Quarter and found in ¥
s cache of new evidence, which
he suggested they should see be-
cause it would give them “x mew
perspective on the case.”

moved the same pieces back and
forth .and got nowhere. I made a

| Continued on Page 14 J

D.A. Accused Of Molesting Boy

By LESLIE WITT

NEW ORLEANS — District
Atty. Jim Garrison, who al-
most made & career out of
prosecuting Clay Shaw in the
John F. Kennedy Conspiracy
Trial, was himself today the
target of a possible grand
Jjury prebe on a charge he
sexually molested a l4-year-
old boy.

Garrison, who had paraded
2 variety of homosexuals and
weirdos unsuccessfully into
the 1987 trial as state wit-
nesses against Clay Shaw and
who made much of Shaw's
alleged homosexuality, is now
ironieally accused of off-beat
misconduct himself by the fa-
ther of the boy.

Garrison, apprised of the
tather’s accusations, told a
local newsman:

“They’re not worth dignify-
ing with an answer. Just an-

other smear from my oppon..

ents.”

The charge, however, comes
from a source far removed
from the double-dealing poli-
tics of New Orleans. The fa-
ther of the boy is James L.
Bezou, a member of one of
New Orleans’ most prominent
and respected families.

Bezou is a_former chancel

James Bazou, father of the

boy who allegedly was mo-

lested by District Atty. Jim
Garrison,

prelates.

The father was reluctant to
discuss the case with this re-
porter because of Garrison's
powerful pelitical clout and
his facility and agility for
striking back with reprisal
action against his critics.

But, he finally admitted he
bad made the allegations in
& statement which was re-
layed to the foreman of the
Orleans parish grand jury,

William Krummel, Sr., by
the New Orlenns Meﬂopolinn

lor of the Belgium Consul-
General's office in New Or-
{eans and recently was ap-
pointed executive director of
the Louisiana - Council for
Music and the Performing
Arts, which has the support
of the city’s socialites.

Priest Boy’s Uncle

The boy's uncle is Monsignor
Henry C. Bezou, for nearly a
quarter of a century the su-
perintendent of Catholic
schools in the New Orleans
Archdiocese, and one of the
South’s most beloved Catholic

Crime C
director, Aaron Kohn.

Visibly shaken with out-
rage and fear, the father said
the incident occurred in the
New Orleans Athletic Club,
where Garrison is known to
gravitate.

Both the {ather and the
older son confronted Garri-
son outside the door.

Bezou said the older boy
was enraged to the point of

he had received Kohn's- let-
ter. Xrummel said that he
was retiring along with his

grand jury and indicated that

the matter would be left up
to the next grend jury to
be appointed this month,

Kohn, as head of the pri-

vately financed crime com-
mission, has been at sword's
point with Garrison
gince crime members charged

that the D. A. had become §

50 obsessed with the Clay
Shaw conspiracy case that he
had allowed organized crime
to get a foothold in New
Orleans.

Kohn, too, was reluctant to
discuss the Bezou boy’s story,
but he confirmed that he had
sent the letter {o the grand
jury. The letter said In part:

Story Blacked Out

“Op 2 Sunday -in June,
1969, at the New Orleans
Athletic Club, District Attor-
ney Jim Gnn'hon conducted
himsel! in a manner which,
if true, would:bc in vloh:

ever §

“It is hoped that your
grand jury will see fit to
call befaore it for testimony
without the presence of any
of Mr. Garrison’s staff the
three men spoken to by the
father, the father himself and
the sons.”

Under Louisiana law, an “in-
decent behavior” count car-

ti of L
o

The laws in question, he
pointed out, “punish indecent
behavior with juveniles” and
“crime against nature at-
tempts.”

The letter went on to say
that the father spoke to
three men about the incident
and all three had “repeatedly
and independently communi-
cated” the father's accusation
to Kohn.

The letter slleges that the
g the boy was

wanting to slug i on
the spot.

Grand jury foreman Krum-
mel declined to discuss the
case, although he admitted

Jintdual

wn.neued by his older bro-
ther who openly denounced
Garrison at the cl

Eohn wrote further:

e T e

ries a of one year
in jail and $500 fine. A
“erime against nature” charge
carries a possible $2,000 fine
snd five years in prison, but
merely an “attempt” cuts the
penalty in half.

Several weeks ago, Jack
Anderson, who has been con-
ducting the syndicated Wash-
ington Merry-Go-Round col-
umn since the death of Drew
Pearson, carried & brief story
on the father’s accusations,
but the local papers kept the
news out of their pages that

day.

It was the same newspaper-
the New Orleans States-ltem
— which had demended Gar-
rison's resignation hours af-

Monsignor Henry Bezov, right, recelving one of France’s
highest honors — The Legion of Honor.

ter the jury in the conspiracy
trial fiasco had cleared
fendant Clay Shaw of lny
plot to murder President Ken-
nedy.

One of the editors of this
Newhouse chain of nejps-
papers explained why the
story was blacked out in New
Orleans, even though other
newspapers through the coun-
try bad carried the column:

“We had blasted Garrison
so severely that we felt our
publication of the story
would be construed as 2 ma-
licious actiop. Besides, we
Jidn't believe the informa-
tion was privileged matter.”

Other citizens of New Or-
leans told this reperter that
one of the reasons Garrison
was able to get away with
his vicious prosecution of

-Clay Shaw is that New Or-

leans has been kept in the
flark on many things because
of & news vacuum created by
2 lack of competitive news
coversge by the local one-
chain preas.
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