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Jim_ Garrison, Whe fits

New Orleans & well thathe . - -

is still its distriet ittérney,
fias his éoy moments.

Once, he evén declined to

- set down his- theories about

the assassination of Prefi-
dent Jolin F. Kenfiedy for
publication . in~ exténso. “I
don't reslly fee] I can be 4
béllwether or prophet, warn-~
ing of the dangerh fAeing

our ecountry,” he said. “That -

would be like dropping & BB
in the middle of the Atlantic
Oceédn.” .

The DA't resolve, - unfor-
tunately, did not lagt, Jim
Garrisoh has droppéd his
BB. It is, appropriately
enough, entitled A Heritage .
of Stone, .

In brief; Gmuon claims,
Président Kennedy's: death
Wwas a colp d'etat éarried
out by the Central Intelli-
génce Agéicy, “an éxéey-
tién ordered by the military-

Indystridl compléx, . which
felt threatene by the
pncealoving President. The.
assertions are ag firfetched

as . the - alleged’ evidence
‘backing. them .up. - Even
's Tonkin. Gulf reselu-

- tion is dragged in ag pirt of
the setipt. “Dedley Plaza,”
- the ~ prokecutot  writes,
-~ “should be recogrized &s a_
highly effective. assault on
éivillan control over the mil-
itary . .. the ‘asiaisination °
ind the [Warren Comtis--
_sién] inquiry dre bést recog-
nized for what théy wére: a -
military - takeover .of the
United States, It was, uoth-
ing less .
Whit makes -his book 50
‘inéredible ‘is that not once .
does Garrison meéntion dusi-

nessman Clay Shaw, whom -

_ ‘he prosecuted so nosily and
T %o unsuecesatully for com-

e‘p’ i '

4 HERITAGE OF STONE. By Jim Garruon &
- (Putnam, 253 pp., $6.95)

AMERICAN GROTESQUE: An Account of the =

Clay Shaw-Jim Garrison Affsir In the City of New
Orléans. . By James Kirkwood. :

(8{mon and

$11.95)

+ 669 pp., 11k

Reviewed by George Lardner Jr.

i The tevidwer, 6 mymbcr of the national staff ofiThc ’
_Waihifigton Post, covéred District Attorney Garrison’s

nvestigation of the- a:mmumon of Prcndmt Kennedy

spiracy in the'nua”inntlon '
at Dallas. The flamboyant
prosecutor’s star - witness,

Perry Russo, the hypnotized
salesman who said he heard
freelance pilot David Ferrie

masterfninid- a plot for Ken-.

nédy’s death in the company

of Shaw and Lee Harvey Os- -
wald, is relégated to & foot-

note.
Novelist James K!rkwood,
who féund himself intrigued

by “the case after a chance -
meeting with Shaw, has
. doné - a much bettér job with

that sorry episode in Ameri-
_ean jumprudence He bégan
with - & pretrial piece on

Shaw' for Esquire magazine-

iid: wound up covéring the
trinl on an assigniment from

Py producing an arti-
cle-“ "Shaw, " A Farce in
" Three - Acts’ —that . was

“névér printéd. Playboy was
sympathétic toward Garri-

son.  and Kirkwood's editor-

on  the magazine had ad-

. vised him, invain,toukeit,

my on the DA,

American Grotuque

chrouicln the Shaw trial
"with ‘its baroque cast in
painstaking detail. It is a
hlghly ersonalized account,
at timeés too personallzed.
Yet it captures the flavor

.and the flimsiness, the mad. -
Ali¢e:in-Wonderland,

pinch-me mood . of the' trial
where the key witnesses
‘were a. footloose’ salesman
arrested - this year .on bur-.’
glary charges . (Russo), a
self-gdmitted. -heroin addict .
(Vetnon Bundy); and a bald-""

‘ing accountant -who once

tiled a $16.'million=lawsuit
‘accusing the New York City
Police Department, . among
others, of hypnotizing ‘and
harrassing him (Charles I.
Spiegel). It took the jurors
less than an hour to find’

. Shaw not. guilty. As one of

‘them recalled.when: ~asked

“what he t.hought was the:

‘weakest part of Garrison’s
case: “Well, the whole thing -
. After it was all over, it

' wus like~~wow, what hap-
"-'kl’ened? What? That’s it?”.

Still, the DA’s. capricious-
ness continues Acquitted of .
conspiracy, Shaw was ab- -
‘ryptly charged with perjury,
a charge that remains hmg
ing over his head.

In Anierican . Grote:que,

- Kirkwood makes no secret

.of what he thought of the

“trial, or of the district attor-’

ney-whom he considers in-:
fected with. x “deadly hmd
of megalomania.” Yet in re-.

_porting so much from the

courtroom, the -author at
times reports too little. To .
take just one example, Mrs.

" Jessie Garner, Oswald’s.land-

“lady in New Orleans in the .
summer of 1963, is quoted
from the witness stand as

" saying that Ferrie had
. stopped by her home shortly

after the assassination. Kirk-
wood calls it a

of peas” that the. prosecu-
" fion failed fo’ pursue .and |
then leaves it -at that him- |
-gelf. 1!
Jim Garrison has hld his
day in court and he fell on |

“his face. Only after he an-

nounced to the world that

«»he had “solved’ the assassi- |

nation did he stumble onto a

. “witness” (Russo) and, even

‘then; it took repeated and }
highly suggestive prodding

m. a hypnotist to get his
story down pat.. It didn’t

_wash,

Beyond the harm done :a
_individuals, Garrison, .as |
‘Kirkwood points out, “has
performed a great disservice -
to any further investigation:

“‘into - the assassination of

President - Kennedy.”

- DA, at least, deserves to be .

ignored Yet here "he is
again, -in |book-length form,
complaining along the way
- of the “smears” that he, Jim
Garrison, has undergone.
The prosecutfor, who claims

.he can see conspiracies in: .

allas. and ‘Washington bt

--no. organized crime in New:

Orleans, protests that, in his’
.. recent re-election campaign,

f“I was . accused of every-.

thing from being connected:
ta.the Mafia to slapping my
_wife in ‘public ...” Both

. charges 'are at least as be-

lievable as the machinations:
alleged in A Hertiage of
Stom. )

“morsel” | |
" possibly “a whole new can




