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federal court trial earlier this year
when Boasberg, Nims, Lagarde and
Elms were convicted of shiping pinball
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machines illegally in interstate com-
merce. '
- Pierce said the bribe arrangement
was suggested by Callery and the oth-
er machine operators went along with
_:the suggestion. He said none of those
from whom he collected ever missed a
payment,

Pierce testified that Nims’ share of

the protection money eventually was
doubled 1o $2,000 quarterly. He said
this was done “because I found out he
‘had a great deal more games on the
street than I thought he did.” He said
Nims did not object to increasing his
payments.
- He said the payoff period extended
from Dec. 1, 197, through September
of 1970. During that period Soule was
promoted to captain and shifted to
Garrison’s office as an Investigator.
Frey was Soule’s successor as vice
squad commander.

Pierce testified for 55 minutes and

- examined for another 50 minutes.

~after a 15-minute recess was cross-
Under questioning by Nims’ attor-

ney, Louis C. Lacour, Pierce admitted -

he lied during an appearance before
the House Committee on Interstate
Commerce. :

The committee was considering leg-
islation to ban interstlae shipment of
. pinball machines and he appeared on
behalf of New Orleans distributors,
Pierce said.
" He said he lied when he told the
committee he awarded prizes instead
of cash on pinball payoffs.

Q. Why did you lie?

A. Sometimes when you are in an~

illegal business you have to lie to keep
going.

Q. You‘ylied‘ to save your business ‘_

dido’t you? .
.. A, 1did it for myself and others.
Q. What was your main interest?
A. Myself. :
" 'Pierce said he decided. to become a
government witness on th advice 'of
-his attorney. He said going on trial

~would have cost him $25,000 and he

could not afford it.

“You figured that (testifying for the’

government) was cheaper than going
to trial?” Lacour asked.

A. ~Yes. .

Under questioning by Virgil M.
Wheeler, Caliery’s attorney, Pierce
sajd Callery did not personally tell him

" to attend the meeting in November of

1967 but he received a message to at-
tend an important meeting at Lucky
Coin Co. and.he assumed.it came from
Callery because Callery was in charge
of the meeting. .

Referring again to Pierce’s testi-
mony before the congressional com-
mittee, Wheeler asked:

‘Would you lie to save your own
hide?” PRETEEET N

Pierce replied, “No. I lied then but
I'm telling the truth now.

Across the courtroom, defense attor-

neys were not visibly disturbed by the
testimony. . :

Then they were alerted to what
could be a crippling blow. -

U.S, Dist. Court Judge Herbert W,

Christenberry told the defense he .has

*‘grave doubts” that tape recordings of
television interviews with government
informer Pershing O. Gervais will be
admissible as evidence.

THE DEFENSE is seeking to bring -

the taped interviews into court to dis-
credit the controversial tapes gathered
by Gervais while he worked as a gov-
ernment investigator.

The television tapes. contain state-
ments by Gervais that he was coerced
into being a government spy. The
government tapes contain conversa-
tions of- defendants, purporting to link
them with bribes and gambling. They
are the government’s key evidence.

With the testimony of bar operators,
U.S. Atty. Gerald J. Gallinghouse will
forge ahead in an attempt to prove
that Garrison headed a brihery ring
that shielded pinball gambling from
police. : :

THE GOVERNMENT is trying to
prove that Garrison, former aide Fred-
erick Soule, and former vice squad
commander Sgt. Robert Frey provided
pinball dealers tips on vice squad ac-
tivity in return for thousands of dollars
in bribes. . e
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