July 8, 1969

Desr Jim,

1 413 not write this letter earlier because I had hoped it would not
be necesssry. After six months during which Lou and Moo have not responded, I cen
no longer avoeid it and, indeed, it mizbt not te fair to you not te let you know.
While I feel you should heve heen inf-rmed, * have no way of knowing you have be=n,

From the Spring o. last year on, “ou wes quite specific with me. He
told me guite frenkly on those occssions + went down there to help you that he
414 not know wien he could Fepey my expenses. Noneiheles:z, becsuse I beliaved
you needed belp, * increszed my to ue enormous debt in the effort end in doing
1t lived in a me:ner I would not ordinarily hsve slected,

However, my laat two trips there were of & differsat nsture end the
edvance undsrstandvWis specific., My Alresdy desperste finsnciel conéition hed
detertiorated to where I aculd not go without the sssurence I would be repsid.
The fact is that on each of those trip my funds were wo short I 4id not have a
meal ‘to which I was not trested,

In 8ddition, between tbémtrips I was ssked to do certein things in
preparstion for the trisl thet entailed for me consideredle coat. Obtaining
and copying documents, for example, Lou had a list of those of w:ich * had e
record or could recall, The pace at whiech I worked meds keeping s recerd in-
possible and I am confident the records lou has A¥"Ineomniste.

¥hen I knew aow snd on whet noney was befing spent during this long
period, 1% was pot easy to #dd to my indebtedndss trying to do whet wesn't
teing done, 3Such things as ssnding repayment to Al Chapmen for you were pain-
ful beceuss you were without thought of my ccets in dealing with him for you
after cheoking with younpersonslly in August 1967 « sad my pbons bil) with him
was about ewqual to 7hat you sent him,

Bundey somewtbing frightening happeusd to me. The hospiial diagnoeis
was exhaustion, 3o, perforce, I'm slowing down/ yust get more rest. But last
night I lay abed worrying sbout where I will get the interest on nmy indebtedness
whan the intersst snd the principsl, juat under $40,000, fal]l due before you cen
g% this, tomerrow. I am jot » public officisl, I have end hsve hsd no income
for more than five years, This time - have no% arrenged the finsncing, though
1 hops to, and I do expeet to be able to reghdtiste the dedt.

Looking at it selfishly, in tue time I sgent trying to belp you I could
have writtsn sewersl of tie books * bave slrealy resesrched, snd with the money
1 ggent for you I could Beve printsd ome of them., I bheve four written (none on
New “rleans, none on New QJResns planned;y though I} will undoubtedly use some of
et you 41dn't},

Thers sre some things I 414 for you where I feel 4+ hsve no esll on you
vecause I did not dtscuse them in sdvence with you or members of your staff, Cne
of these wes going to Californie end getting the sgreement of Hall and Howard éo
g0 to New Crleane voluntsrily sfter the™ bad gone to court amd beeten you, I do



not ¥mow what you know or were told sbout this, btut the fect 1s I 414 it alone
and yowvoffice hes tapss of it in both oases, for ¢ wes even able to taps &t.

I never expected to succeed in either case becsuse here, sfter tLay had gone to
court and wen, I really believed I was ettempiing the impossible.

Those things whese I &id expect ultimate recompense, if and when you
hed the funds, Lou hes & kind of record of, for my own records sre not complete.
I have no way of knowing y-ur present eircumstsnces, therefors, becsuse I was
in advence aware of the uncertainty, 1 cennot and do not mske imxediate cell.
Hy recollection ls this involves about 1,000, more or less, ’

The arrangement covering lest December and Janusry wers as specific
as they could be. 1 was promiszed more than the repayment of my aothsl expenses,
though I sm not asking for more, When this promise was not kept, vhen I left
New Orisens in January to help with the "aghington trial, I told your people I
would not %o able to return because it wes e financiel impossibility. Whet they
414 not know is that, still wanting to help you, I alsqg phoned some of the
ngritics” in & financial position to help to tell them" without help I could not
be there. The subsequent misrepresentations of these calls have been embarrasing,
but what I could think of to help I aid try.

While ordinsrily ome sssumes that the men in charge knows, 1 have no
wey of knowing tiat you were msde awvare ol the situetion. Theredére I itske the
time to give you this brief sumary. Whet¢ is involved in the December~Janunary
expenses is, as I recsll {Lou hes records), sbout $250, Right now that is 2 very
large suxn to me,

I hope you csn find 1t peesible to do semething promptly.

“inesrely,

Harold Veisberg




