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has testified in New Or-
leans that Clay Shaw was

March 14 (AP).—District Attorney
Jim Garrison’s “confidential informant” told a three-judge
1 Tuesday that he heard Lee

Harvey Oswald, Clay Shaw
and David Ferrie plotting to
assassinate President John F.
Kennedy. '
Perry Raymond Russo, 25,
an insurance.  salesman from
Baton Rough, testified he was
in Ferrie’s apartment here in
September, 1963, and listened
to a discussion of how to kill
Mr. Kennedy and make a geta-
way,
DETAILS DEATH PLOT
Russo said the plot involved .
“triangulation of crossfire,”
|diversionary -shooting, a possi-
ble flight to Cuban and the
sacrificing of one man. as a
scapegoat to allow the others
to escape. '
Mr. Kennedy was killed in
Dallas on Nov. 22, :1963—iwo
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one of three men he heard-|months-aftér the' alleged meet-

plotting assassination of
President John F. Kennedy.

ing in Ferrie’s cluttered apart-
ment not far from New Orleans’
relegant garden district.

The Warren Commision said
.Oswald was the lone assassin
:and there was no credible evi-
dence o any conspiracy.

Of the three  alleged = con-
spirators, only Shaw is alive.
Oswald was killed by Jack
Ruby two days after the as-
sassination, and Ferrie died in
bed Feb. 22. e

CLEARED IN 1963

Shaw has denied taking part
in any conspiracy to kill the
President, and the Attorney
General in Washington said the
FBI investigated . Shaw late in
1963 and cleared him of any
link to the assassination.

Russo, a part-tinie college
istudent who lives with a young-
er cousin_near the campus of
Louisiana™ State - University in
Baton Rouge, was described
as “a nice young kid” by a

neighbor. A fellow student at’

LSU said he was “a -quiet fcype
who is interested in politics.”

Russo was first publicly con-
rected with the Garrison. probe
on Feb. 24, when he said he

knew Ferrie. co
Under the questioning by Gar-
rison, Russo said Oswald was

.introduced to himas “Leon Os-

wald” and Shaw as “Clem
Bertrand.” S :
SUSPECT IDENTIFIED )
Shown a photograph by Gar-
rison, Russo identified Leon as
Lee Harvey Oswald.

Asked if Clem. .Bertrand_was
in the courtroom, Russo pointed
at Shaw. At Garrison’s direction,
he stepped from the witness
chair, walked around the de-
fense table and held his hax_xd
over Shaw’s silvery white hair.
Garrison had said before the
hearing that Shaw used the alias
“Clay Bertrand” rather than
“Clem Bertrand.”.

" The 54-year-old Shaw, calmly
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smoking a cigaret, didn’t move.
Shaw, former managing di-
rector of the Internationa] Trade
Mart here, has denied any part
in an assassination conspiracy.
‘CLEANING A RIFLE’

Russo said that aftér the par-
ty he next saw Oswald in Fer.
rie’s apartiiént, and that Oswald

was “‘wiping or.cleaning a rifle, -

bolt ‘action. ‘It had a sight on it
‘for hunting.” :

Garrison showed Russo a rifle
and asked it it had similarities
to the one Oswald held in Fer-
rie’s apartment.

Rus§o said he had seen Bert-
my mind is that this end (front)
was not nearly so bubble-shap-
;¢d.”” He said the weapon had the
;same bolt action, but a shinier
stock, and its . telescopic sight
i was larger than the one on the
(rifle Oswald had. -

Russo said he had been Bert-
rand in May, 1062, when Presi.
dent Kennedy:dedicated a new
wharf in New Orleans, and said
“New Orleans must trade or
fade.” ‘ )

SEEN AT DEDICATION

w “I was in school,” Russo said.
The President was coming

d_own to make a speech. At that

tune.l saw Bertrand. While the

President was speaking I was

looking around. Bertrand was
one of the few not looking at the
President.” :
Police estimated 20,000 per-'
sons. attended the dedication,
i .Russo said he contacted Gar-
iTison after Ferrie’s death, and
the Distriet Attorney took him
to “a house on Daughine st.”
Shaw lives at 1313 Daughine st.
“He stuck his head out the door
and- I said, ‘That’s the man,’ *
Russo said, alluding to Bertrand.
The hearing recessed at 3:30
P, M. until 10 A. M, Wednesday.
The defense issued subpenas for
Russo’s school and employment
|records. B -
The rare three-judge Criminal
Distriet Court panel was called
to hear the preliminary case
and -decide whether there is
enough evidence to warrant for.
mal and trial for Shaw, now re.
tired,
Shaw was arrested In Garri-

.|son’s office on March 1. He wag

booked —. but. never formally
charged—with' conspiring to kill
.the‘ President. Such procedure
is common under Louisiana law,
" Shaw, onetime Army major,
was freed no $10,000 bond short-
e i g o o
After leading Russo th a
brief summary of his education-
al background and present job,,
Garrison asked if. he knew Fer-
rie.
Russo said he not only knew
Gerrie byt had an “open hook
book - invitation” to visit Fer.
rie’s apartment at any time.
‘He said that it was in the
summer of 1963 that Ferrie *in-
dicated to me that he was ob-
sessed with Kennedy.”* . This
drew an immediate objected as
being a conclusion reached by
the witness. The court sustained
the objection.
SQUELCHED AGAIN
"“Don’t tell us your concly-

sions,”  resumed  Garrison,
“What did Fertje say to you in
regard to Kennedy?”

This drew a new objection,
also sustained.
Garrison then switched the
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BATON ROUGE, La.,
March 14 (AP). -
ERRY RYMOND RUSSO,
a 25-year-old insurance
salesman and parttime col-
lege student who emerged
‘Tuesday as the “confidential
informant” in District Attor-
ney Jim Garrison’s Kennedy
assassination probe, was de-
seribed by his company su-
perior as a ‘‘real fine guy, a
hard worker, an intellectual.”
Russo testlfied at the New
Orleans hearing that he
heard Lee Harvey Oswald,
Clay Shaw and David W. Fer-
rie plotting to assassinate
President John F. Kennedy.
Russo was first linked pub-
licly to the case two days
after Ferrie’s death on Feb.
22, ‘At that time he said Fer-
rie had told him a month be-
fore Mr. Kennedy’s death
that “we will get him and it
won’t be long.”
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testimony to the apartment
party with this query, ‘“Do you
recall anything unusual happen-
ing at Ferrie’s apartment in
19632

“Sometime around the middle
of September I went to the
house and at that time there
was some sort of party in prog-
ress. There were eight or nine
people there. As the party dis-
sipated it narrowed down to
three people beside myself be-
cause I had no ride home.”

At this point, Garrison drew
from Russo testimony. regarding
the identification of Oswald and

'Shaw as Leon Oswald and Clem
Bertrand.

RECOUNTS EXCHANGE

Russo described the talk in
Ferrie’s apartment in these
words: - -

“David Ferrie began the con-
versation after some excuse for
my being there. He began pac-
ing back and forth and talking
to Berfrand and Oswald.

“These discussions centered
around how the assassination of
[Kennedy would have to use di-
vef‘sionary tactics.”

Lysso._ quoted Ferrie as saying
there would be two or £
people involved. One person
would shoot - “diversionary
shots,” th other would shoot
what he said Ferrie termed
‘‘the good shot.” He quoted
Ferrie as saying one man

“would have to be the scape-
goat.”

HRTI——— Profde SRS —

‘Nice Kid’ on Slnlster Stage

RUSSO said he did not take

any of Ferrie’s state- '

ments about the assassination
seriously until he saw Fer-
rie’s photograph in a news-
paper during Garrison’s cur-
rent investigation. He said he
wrote Garrison on Feb. 24,
relating " his contacts with
Ferrie.

A dark, intense man, Russo
is a bachelor. He lives with’
a cousin in a white frame
duplex ‘near the Louisiana
State University campus,

Mrs. Eleanor Durand, who
lives in the other half of the
duplex, describes Russo as
“a nice young kid. He told
us he’s helping his younger
brother through high school.”

She said Russo and his
cousin moved into the duplex
recently. “Lots of young
folks come in there and have
a party once in awhile,” she
saiq
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pilot in the plot. He quoted the
former airlines. pilot as saying
they would go to Mexico and
refuel “and on to Brazil and
then to.Cuba.”

FEAR ON GETAWAY
Russo said Bertrand inter-

rupted to say that as soon as

the shot was fired, “the world
would know about 1t ** and they

would not be able to get a|

plane out of Cuba.

Garrison asked Russo to tell|

the court the background of the
assassination.

“] had occasion to have a
friend who was in the-Civil Air
Patrol,” Russo said.

At this point, Shaw’s attorneys

objected on grounds the testi-

mony was hearsay.
‘A long legal debate followed.
Russo said he was impressed
by Ferrie’s “demonstrations” at
a Civil Air Patrol meeting.

- Asked what the demonstra-|

tions consisted of, Russo said:
“He put on a ﬁemonstrntion of
hypnotic ability,” using some of
those present at the meeting,
The crowd in the stuffy court-
room included 74 reporters —
leaving just a few seats for

spectators.  All: of - them -were}

carefully checked in and out of
the courtroom by 20 sheriff’s
deputies assigned to maintain
tight security. A device to detect
metal objects was used to screen
everyone entering the court-
room. '

Russo’s testimony brought ve-

Russo deseribed Ferrie as the

hement obicetions bv the de-

RS. DURAND said she :
understood from a next-
door neighbor that a body-
guard was assighed to Russo.
Russo is one of 10 Equitable
Life . Insurance Co. sales-
men currently takmg a
course in underwntmg insur-
ance at LSU.

A fe].low student, who re-
fused to give his name, de-
scribed Russo as “a real fine
boy-—a qulet type who is in-
terested in polities.”

Russo, who played for and :
managed several local base-
ball teams, enrolled at’ Tu-
lane University after gradua-
tion from New Orleans High
School. He later transferred
to Loyola University of the
South and was .awarded a
bachelor’s degree in polmcal
sclence in 1964,

His parents live in New 7
Orleans.

fense that it contained heatsay
The objection was sustained by
presiding Judge Bernard Bagert
with qualifications,




