Arrests in Kehnedy Zase Delayed _for

By GENE BOBEBTS

~ Special to The Naw York Times
. NEW ORLEANS, La., Feb.
20 — District Attorney Jimes
Garrison, who once said he was
only weeks away from making
arrests in the Kennedy assassi-
nation case, revised his esti-

mate upward today to "ma.ny ]

months.”

He charged that the delay
had béen gaused by premature
publicity from local newspapers,
but maintained that .“there is|

no question there ;will be "ar-|°
‘| rests, charges and conviotions.”

, Arvests, . Mr, Garrison “said,
“proba.bly were just . a  few
weeks away until the disclo-
sures by the local newspapers.”

“Now they, a.re most certainly |

months. away,” he added. L
- As he has before, Mr. Garrl-
son réfused in a 81-minute news
conference with 'more than 40
out-of-town newsmen to give
detalls of what he has said was
4 “plot” thdt culminatéd in the
shooting of, President Kénnedy
on Nov. 22, 1963.
However. a source within Mr.
Gatrison's officé’ named a ‘‘sus-
pect,” but askeéd that the name
be withheld. : This source also
said one theory was.that Presi-
dent . Kennedy's assassination
grew out of a plot by anti-
Communist” forces to kil Pre-
mier Fidel. Castro of Cuba.
According to - this theory, theig
conspirators planned to send
Les Harvey Oswald to Cuba to
kill - Premier Castro, and later

|decided ‘to ' attack President

Kennedy  when Oswald was de-
n.ied entry into Cuba.

" Neither. the” “suspect” named
by one of Mr. Garrison’s em-
ployes, nor the anti-Castro the-
ory, is new, according to lawyers
who served on the staff of the
Warren Commission, which in-
vestigated . the ‘assassination
throughout most of 1964, The
cofnmission concluded that Os-

. |wald killed President Kennedy)|
|alone and unaided.

* One member of the commis-
ston’s staff said that the Federal

{Bureau of Irvestigation had ac-

ctimulated a “great stack” of
data on the alleged New Orleans
“suspect,”.and that the infor-
mation lndicated that the man
had not seen Oswald in the

-Imonths just before the assassi-
-|nation and had not been a part
{of any conspiracy. °

Mr. Garrison discounted the
investigations of the Watren
Commission and the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation today and
said ‘that’ he thought ~that
neither agency had proper|
“gvaluation = machinery” ' for
weighing the. information they

N ttnmd?rm!ntemuow Tel»hoto
District Attomey James
Garrison during llis news
conference in New' Orlea.nu

‘|asked, ‘or is he merely ‘saving!

sta.tu-ltem rau nn u-tlcle n.ys
ing that he a.nd his staff Mad
spent $8,000 since .October. in
travel expéfises’to earty: om. ther
investigation,
' Mr. Garrison- contended that
articles in'the two newspapers
had jeopardized the lite 6t one
“witness,” inn jail on = bm‘gb.ry
conviction, and- would make it
more difficult for him: to_find
othér witnesses, y
. He said he wa.s also. dlsturbed
by an editorial in 'l'he tates-
Ttem. 5

“Has the District Attorney
uncovered some valuable  addi-
tional evidénce,” . the': éditorial

some. interesung new:-informa-

|tion- that: will ‘gain- for him’-ex-.

posure i s national magazlne"
Mr. - Garison, . it. seems, ould
have some: explantion.

. Until the editorials appeared

{on Saturday, Mr. Garrisor had

been cautious: about’ speaking)
publicly on his: investigation
into the Kennedy agsassingtion.
Then, he. quickly defended: his
lnvestiga.tlon and : sajd’ hé “ex-
pected it to result in arrests. '}

‘Mr. Garrison’s angeér over thel

obtalmng convictiOns tor con-
spiracy to kill the President
and for “being acceéssories after
the fact—that is, having sub-

tial knowledge and with-
ho ding information.”

He 'said that none of the sus-
pects were officials of the
United - States Government or
agents of a foreign power. He
declined to elaborate. -~ -

Mr. Garrison, who Has been
district attorhey  of Jefferson
Parish (County) for flve years,
seemed surprised by the attend-
ance of more than two Score out-
of-town . néewsmen and - camera-
men. They .came here aftér he
told The: Associated Press on
Saturday night that he planned

case.
Exprelses Hls Begretl

When Mr,. Ga.n-ison faced the
newsmen today in his ﬁrst for-
mal news - conferencé  on thé
assassination, - he' was visibly.
nervous, perspired. freely. and
extended 'his regrets to several
foreign newsmen who had trav-
eled to New Orleans in antici-
pation of -an immediate' arrest.

Again and again, he said “no
comment” to questions, - and
turned the news conference in-
to an attack on the two New
Orleans: daily newspapers, the

Item.
He said that he had tried to

had collected.

 He said he was ‘confident of

keep the investigation quiet and

to make mests An the Kennedy -

Times Plcayune and the States— ’

locdl newspapers’ seemed. un-|
abated today. He invited out-of-
town newsmen. to’ -the - news|
conference because, he ‘said; he|
felt he “owed” them oné: con-
ference . for ‘coming:. Such long
distances, ;

But he ‘harred reportérs ftom'
the two. local: dailiés from: the.
conference, and shifted the con-!
ferencge from hls office to the
Fontainebleu Motel 3o, one of his
'staff members said, ‘mg‘ldca:hre-

a3 a.tter."hoday

he would not speak about the
investigation ‘to out-of-town re- .
portérs,’ ejther, untbil; there was
a break in-the case.-
If a break comes; hesald he
will talk first.'to publlcstfons
and television networks  ‘‘who
have given us information.’” - |

Mr. Garrison declined to name
them;, and refused -comiment|
when asked if one publica.tion
was Life magazine.. . =

It was. known, however, ’f.hnt .
Mr. Garrison ‘met frequently,
during the weekend with Mike|
Wallace and other C.B.§."tele-|.
vision employes. - Reépresenta-
tives - of  the :network began
talking to the’ district attorney|
about two weeks'ago while pre-
paring a special program on xhe
Warren Report "1 e
Mr. Garrison, who is 46 yedrs
old, has frequently ‘made head-
lines since becoming distriet
attorney of Jefferson Parish,

had been succeedlng the

which embraces New .Qrleans.




rton

cludn Ddhs ‘police : force
atd the n'edeui Bumu of ln-

vestigation. -
. |operate’ as much . as

“possible

s New

Mr. Lane,- who wrote “Ru.shl(UPI) . ‘Senator Thomas J.
,eo ‘Judgment, ' disputing
commlsslon

o!tthecrlme thuel;gcoesin

Dcdd.. Democrat of Connecticut.
urged today thn.t the Warrén
Commission. reopen its inquiry
to consider evidence purporting.

P : [to ‘say that President John F
_ Mr. Lane said he wvuld co-

Kennedy's muslmtlon was;
part of a conspiracy.

‘'The Senator cafled’ nttcntlou
to ' mfomuon developed by

Imm-m Attorney Gu-r(adn

'v,.

New Orleans, .



