#r. Richard Gellen - a/4/16
14 B, 60 Ste,
New York. HeYe 10022

Deayr Diek,

As 1 believe I wrote you when X heard nothing from you after your lunch with
Bair 3/19 1 essumed that ho was unreceptive to the ides of a sottlament or the
question 4id not come upe

There have been three weeis in which Beander, to whom Bair turned this and me
over, has boen silent. Two weoks from today I'1) be leaving for Yew Yorke 50, wy
purposes in the attached letter ¢ Bendar are to ask him o nake it possible for
us to have a meaningful discusaion vhen I am there and to remind him that while his
records are deficdent I do have proofs and can establish dazages. He has some know-
ledge of this, although he initially may not have (even if Yis name is on some of the
records he did not recall). Ho could have forgotens But he admitted there was a
purchass agroemsnt on oy edition and that the kinds of provisions of which I told him
. were obvicusly assential to any agreement at alle Like who, having just reprinted,
would have raprinted again, paying doublo—tim for wackend work, to deliver 8,000
copies beginning the Honday after ths friday agreement without “ell having a plan
t0 use shose books beifore 4its own edition came cut and without what his own writing
eatablishes in part, protection of me by Dall on my coste. (Their records show the
estivate not the actusl figure. The printing cost of the firat printing was, not counting
such things as negatives, about 50¢ & booke. But with increasss in costs and the doublow
tine weeiend labor cost that ono was, in ay wife's recollsction, 80g)) They were to
indemndfy v againat all manufacturdng costs and to take care of all returna caused by
thodr editicn end these were great. In faot, howevar, oxcept for the handling costs I
have now sold all but the damagefd coples oxcept for those 80 badly demaged I took them
to the Junk yarde I have records on those and Dell compendated me for nothing, Without
. these lonses f{roa dauaged bocks we are talking aboud move than $3,500 in manufacturing
coats alones

Calling their records chaotic is an understatement. They are plain orooked. Nobody
_can do business that’ waye It appears to me that one of two things has to have happeneds
they were detarmined to pay me no more than the €5 they offered and I would not accept
or they wers reacheds

50, I an hopeful% of a reasonable out-of-court aﬂtthmtnndlthm:four
suggestion 1s fair to both of us. I have no doudbt I can sue for much more that 3259000,
prove nore in damages and show whyt I think they would not went shown, crookedness,

Your suggestion that staying with you would be more convesmient and less costly
than a hotel werked out that waye Xf it 48 20 incouvenisnce for Jill and the boys I'd
like to do it again ou the 18th, i'd probably vetwm after the speech on the 2ist. If
you are not busy with Norman~like business then porhaps we can tejk more about the new
book, even meet with your friend at Warner or anyone else you may think of. Let me
bring you up to date on that.

I have Just returned froz an unplanned #xip to Kewphis. If I had not had an
sarly-moming medical appointment in Weshington tomorrow I'd have atayed thefl°through
today, Sovgday offered to pay the motsl bill for the sdded two daysme 1'd have Yiked to
stay becauses, as I've been telling you, there is a new and considerable black interest,
Blacks are maing a big thing of this acciverssry of the King assassination, They hsd
8 seriles of marches beginning yesterday, with the larger one for $cday, with all the
top black natlonal leaders included. The younger end the more militant and the more
congervative are all involved. One former zember of the radical Iavaders, who caused
€. 8 viclencs under Soovar's modding, had zix ressrvations of roous in the Lorraine
for his Washinston frionds only.



Although I vas in Mexphis for two days ouly, T did plck up some new and very
_ good information I'll have to add to what has been retyped, the firat chapter. It

puts Loover in the old, traditional labor-spy role, The violsnce ho caused ended a |
. poaceful settlement that was all but signed. Horw than just leading o Aing's deathe

There are rumors of a to-be-anounced official new investigntion. The recom= ;
mendation to Levi by the Civil Righta Divieion was reprotedly completed before it was !
leaked to the Washington Post, which printed it 10 days agoe That 4t will be, if
agresd to, still another jfhitewash, improves the importance and posaibilities of the
new book, I thinlk,

Juat before I left I heard from the National Bnquirer on other stories. They
were sending my oldest friend there to spend several days going over story possibilities
with me. ¥hile I was away I hsard from another man there, also a friend. de has se:yrate
interests. Both are toc be here this weok. If this happens I'11 have no time for moxe
writing this weuk. '

: But the petyping is continuing, I've not checlced on how much was done in my
‘gbecnoe. I think the present arrangement will continue for the two remaining weeis
of the tax season, after which this women frisnd will be able to work mores I have
also taiten steps to get another typewriter so that when her tax work is over and she

_has rested ny vife oun belp:with the retyring. _ ' : :

Slowly as the retyping is going it should be completed before 1 can complete
the draft. Cavil Rights was, by promise in court on the 26th, to have dolivered its
records by nowe “t hasn't. Other oompliance was set by the judge to bo completed by
¥ay Se It will never be full compliance but I'1l not be able Yo complete the draft
until I have whatever they do provides I do expect to be able %o work more toward it.

Suffieient unto that day is the evil of Flayboy. 4t appsers but is less then
certain that they engineered a doublecross to frustrate my filing an injunction, i
had a belated call from their lawyer, one Lechard Rbin, on the 24th. He promised to
oall mo back after I explained the problems to him and told him that without meaning-
ful assuraices I would have to file. Instead of Mm ealling back the editor to whom I
had addressed all the unanswered sarlier letters did, He assured me not to worry, that
_the changes I'd asked for had bewn made. I anked for galleys and he eald 1t was too
late, they were locking up in 20 minktese But the next day, instead of asking me,
‘they checked with two others neither of whom could supply 2nswors on elemental/xikex
weestions of faot.0P, the assmurance that it was too late to send salleys ou Nouday
the29th 45 provem false by questions asked of others on the JOth. ind, of course, -
if thoy were ready to lock up on the 29th the corrections had to have been made much
sarlier and they could have pent galleys I could have read prior to the 29th. They
could havs sent cbpy xeroxes prior to galleys, I've added to the written record but
have oot hurdened you with carbonse (nce they pe sny assursnces I had pno shanee
with en 4njunciion lacidng any proof of decaption. ‘

Your Channel,7 is airing a show I taped with “es Payne toduy. Newsday ls %o have
_ a story also. 1 don't know what elac there wili be on King but I'm certain it will be
more than at any tiSe aince the event, Nowaday's story will go to 200 papers.

Best to all,



