Dear Dick, 2/6/76

On the King book there is some help in your letter of the 2d. So you'll not have
to yrecall it or get carbons fwom files this ie what you saldt

" .sthe most commercisl approach is to present new facts -~ new data -~ providing
significant legds and speculations as to the motive miixkkm and perpetrators of the crime.
These are the positive areas to stress. The negative areas to avoid ares :

1. Not too much detail
#2, Hot too much documentation.

*You are writing for a gensral asudience which is not as meticulous as you are...”

In goneral I can understand this and it is in accord with my thinking. I am aware
that what I consider not "too muoch" others may regard as indeed ‘oo muche. So, in ths
writing I've done to date I've tried to both limit and arrange for editing by hunks.

I'nm trying to arrengs the chapters the same way, s0 that if neceassary whole
chapters can ooms out.

There have been some changes in the situstion of which I'll inform you. But for

" your thinking and understanding of the finished draft pleass bear thess conaidersiions .
Under the best of circusstaences it will be some time before the book capappear.

It deals with what in news 1ia called a "breaking story.” It therefore wust anticipate

all developuments and chang=a that can be wanticipated.

It 13 & subject on which revievess have hangips. I can recall no professional
reviewer who has ever written fgavorably about any assassination book exoept Albert
Johnséon who raved about an-gg. which could not be move detailed and documented.
The book is going to have to be detailed and documanted enough to have a chance to
overcome the pasts and bengups of the profesaional reviewers. Bantam went to emormous
expanse to give the crappy Anson book this appearance, with elaborate and essentially
unimportant foothpting ~ even phoney footmoting. I understand the original print was
250,000 and there have now been five printings.

We want to look forward to a second life, in reprint, for the book. This has to
anticipate a number of developments of which & note twot Ray getsa trial and this is
the work that provides the basis for it, which should make it commescial as possible
on this basis alone, (You were 111 when we discussed this 1/16 but you then seemed to
consider this a promising aspect of aales potential.) Ray does not get a trial and this
is the "pew evidence" that permits taldng that route in court.

The changes are in public, especially black attitudes, in the Congress and in
possible court developments. We have ons who may be a very good Jjudge in C.A. T5~1996
the calendar call on which was postponed until next Wednesdsy because the government
sttorney has the flu. There is the possibdlity that the case can come spart in this
sult, in oourt.

Monday I had & call from Congreesman John Conyers, lesder of the black caucus,
When was the first time I could see himx when he is free, When he learned I would be in
D.C. Wednesday he cleared his afternoon from 2 until 5130 30 we could g¢ into this. He
later included black college pecple from his distirct, a president, a dean and about
four faculty members. .They decided to make a national issue of the Xing assassination.
¥y role ia to lay the fectuel foumdation for what they will make a political issue and
they specifically included 200 black nampusaes. Hot limited to but includinge. If this
becomes a political issue it will have potential as a book that is a positive, It will
thus have to have enough detail to be persuasive io essentially establishmentariasn minds,
no others having much chance of leadership and policy posts on any campuses, as well as




what I should have noted eariier, documentation enough to overcome publisher fear of
1ibel, a fear that if it extends to the major medis, espacially electronic, can be
ruinovs except to what this is not, an “underground" book.

Copyers expects to be able to tum on other Congrese people. The book thus has
40 have anough detail snd documentation t0 overcome their reluotance. Not obe ever
wontioned Prame-Up when it coms out, Only my Senator did by puttdng Fred Cook's
Seturdey Review plecs in the Congressional recordk (The other good reviev was by
Albert ohnston in Publishers Weekly and he want for the detail and mwm documentation,
@lling {t "pure dynamite.")

Perhape what I have evioved will cuable what I think will be & moans of striking
the right balance. I'll be some documentation 4n the text and the yest in ths
appendix, If 1 restrict the text to what is necessary for oredindlity and comprehension

t0 maks or emphasime the point we can have the documentation in an
appendix that will not make the text heavy and yet will male the work suthoritative,

Por the most pert I expect to do the writing without stop-ing to insert divect
quotes.amit I can ¢ use xmy filea that easily. I‘llloavobunkmrorthouquom.
That provides naihiuty in aditing, I think,

: nmmmmumbommho.mxmmmbhuhm»k
ammmmmmmmm-mmummummm
is sinple yot so the dreft can serve all posaible purposes, including developing .
situstious. If Ray loses in court, for exasple, the heed is groater than if he vins and
m‘llnotlmmwiththesixthcizcuitdou&don.ms*atevingotuthnsumeomt
- or we will. If ¢the dook is outhwthntﬁluanaif‘hheynmtm-u.

Yosterday Jim Lesar, the young lawyer who hae done most of the legsl work
and represents me in my FOIA ocases, had time because the calendar c¢sll was postponed,
He drove me home and we discussed the book and its structure. It was quite helpful.
We developed n simplified organigation for the earlier part, first by beeaking 4%t into
two part and then by veerranging the socond. The first two suris will both e on the
coverup, the B first on tho FEI's Alywot and indirect invnlvemsnt, the second on the
lawyers and Fuis, The second e on the fact of ths sssapsination iisclf,
it will have a second part mmswzmemmwnmutomuma
and perpetradots of the crimes. I'm not goinf(to take the edge off of it for you but -
1t w1l begin with moze than new lesds. It hegin with firat acocount of how the
srime was actuslly committed and the speculation sbout jdentities, where
there will be leeds. Pictures, tou, the reasons I addressed use of belt offasst
so%hah:ﬁoft&ngmbewhemitblmainthem it will even include a taped
confession, of advanoe knowledge bty & man who ocan't get over not doing anything about it.

Nost of the first peart is dvafted. I have a student who 15 a slow typhst working
about % hours Tuesisys. She began this Tuedday. I have not yot disoussed prioe with her
but told her that at the end I'll pay her. Bhe knows it won's be s high hourly rate and
L have to find out what a fair one is. I also want a measure of how much she produces
and how well, Until I can get move ready unless I had a stenographer,part time, and I've
found none, this is adequate. I've beghn the second pars of the first section, on the
coverupe I think it will be possiblo 40 use very little from Prame-Up and have this all
nev and much hotter, I plan to use only & few of tha documents in Frame-Up.

This is for your information. * requires no response.Unless you want to say
sonething. '

However, I cen right now eith some certainty say that I oan sell ancillary
rights to the National) Enquirer for the rost of tuming out an "underground" book,

Sincerely,

R r——




Richard T. Gallen

14 EABT 60TH STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022
PHONE 753-1713

February 2, 1976

Harold Weisberg
Route
Frederick, Maryland 21701

Dear Harold:

I hope you are feeling better. Please do not use
me &s an intermediary with Dr. Segal. His address is:

Dr. Robert Segal
35 East 85th Street
New York, N.Y. 10028
(212) sA 9-9251

For any information you contact him directly. I strongly
recommend that you assume the responsibility for your
medical declsions once you have the proper imput. It
seems very clear to me that you are not getting proper
attention and a change 1s necessary.

With respect to the Martin Luther King book, the
most commercial approach is to present new facts--new data--
providing significant leads and speculation as to the motive
and perpetrators and the crime. Those are the positive areas
to stress. The negative areas to avoid are:

1. Not too much detall
2. Not too much documentation.

You are writing for & general audlience which is not
as meticulous as you are. I shall be happy to review material
as you prepare it. Please take care of yourself.

Best wishes.

Cordially yours,

! -

\ kk

Richard T. Gallen

RTG/r




