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Dear Dick, ,
I've been Watergate working, catching up on filing \in such haste some may be

beyond retrievall) and writing. I took enough time off between rains to cut some grass,

but if I loose #8 50 sirawberry plants, five raspberry bushes and a fig treat, it will

be Nixon who did that, %oo. (By the way, I have a magnificent poster, a takeoff on a

Nimon campaign slogan. It is a photograph of a very pregnant black woman holding her o

belly under the caption, ENIXON'S THE ONE!"Jf I can find someone who will copy photographieally

I'11 have coples small enough for people to have.)

Writing a book of this KMAREMWt R PPcurt as 1t secms. I have found in tho
yaatmders:lmﬂarcd.rcmstanoaathatitoanhelpoutlinetheoveraumthemind.m
:;egetathﬁ:sadm.‘fouhwwwhatmm. "The duty of the writer 4s to make &ith

Today X coupleted a chapter with a long title, "The New Nixon and the 014 XixE
Nixon arg One, the Watergating Nixen.* I plank to follow it with "Clesn As a HoundSe
Tooth", Ike's ecstatic excess when the Cheakers speech worked. The New~0ld ohapter
is his pantioal history, which is all Waterga » except for the Checkers speech,
vhich will begin the financialxirregularities chapter,"Clean As". (Did you kmow that
the Original Nixon broke into the Dean's offioce in law school?) :

1 didn"t quite finish thia chapter/ Almost, It necessarily deals with people I kmew,
likce the first guy he beat, Jerry Voorhig, so I did use firsteperson stuff. But in s way
that bluepencils out, without revision being required. My main purpose was to give and
suggest authentication of faot and establishment of personal credentials. I guess I'11
do this also in dealing with the FEI.(®d you know that X lived with a large orew of

Memtsvmqmamtedheﬁmingthedayaftermwtlleft.lmuldw

ﬁdbutlwon'taaythntortherestinthabook!).usowiththacn.haﬁ.ngbeeninoss.
paﬂthededaimmbecmualoan;thituithﬂtmtm, particularly if I

sue over that, as I'm txying to do, :

While I'd be reluctant to use an incouplete, unread Tough draf't as a specimen,
moYe than most because of the terrible ¥yping, I do have tids now, t00. ‘

Now I've got 'tbnget’ﬂhé‘ib write the Dell stuff out for you.Meaning for me.

_Thero are other things I can't entirely ignore. I have reduced them to the degree
posaible, Pray that nothing happefis to James Earl Ray, for I have “"solved” that case and
he:\.a:ndanger.K'naﬁllmmﬂaﬁngcﬁdmmthntmdifhemﬂamladtmuu
beafastandverymatiomlhook.Iregrettoaaythathaiaindanger.

Youwﬂlmkeyouromdudgemntandanypublisheruﬂlmkahiam. tooe I told you
Immclosﬂngtheﬂatteﬁngommentofamhmmduperiemedfnendwhohaabeenan
courant with what I've been doing and who, with his wife, hamx been helping, This time I do.
I sent him a copy of the long letter I wrote you as soon as I got home. Hs has made some
mtmtImmtmofmmmmmmﬂmmrwmmﬂwm
pondent:"fonrhookhuthedonndotgreatpotenﬁal,eaps&ally:lfmwriteyourm =
hooktmyouromspaﬁalmterial.%'upmbauybedomoftm. but one of them
mbeuzittenenlylwyou...lnmm.Ithinkyuumoomotinchoaﬂngahmador
approach, alwﬂngthatthewmmtiumlyomwthathmt[tmpum
that for a chapter title!], not the basic sickness by any means. The inevitable result is
authorj.tarian:lm.wlﬁ.ch:lstherealm.mcm:.smlyoneexpmasionoft}ﬂ.strend,
and is a menance because it ia not accountable and because it 1llegnlly engages in domestic
operations, Itwinhavotoheaoontinuingpartofyouratory.hxtneednotuamnesuch
Proportions that the wesult tends to exculpate our Glorious Leader...GlL has no qualms
about using it...And the CIA was only onc among many of the tools he has used, seefou mention
the horrible problem of writing a book about a breaking story. Actually, you've chosen the




»

only practical vay of handling such a problen « aubordiné.te the breaking story to a
larger thema, which is better perspective anyway and should, in the end, ocarry far
greatar impact. You know thatononeelsecanwritethobookyoucanmte.hayon.
Mag Duff." v

Some reporters can rasch retirement and be the same dumdunms they were as cubs.
This man reported for AP all around the world, incluing Washington \and China, too).
He and his wife are two of tho wisest poople I've ever known, including the countless
politicions and govornment officials. Perhaps his indopendent expressions will have
conveyed the concopt and tho problem better than I did, Cortaihly this is more guccinct,
I% tells you why I*m reluctant %o €lve a chapter otitline or any to which I'd be fimly
bound. I ean‘tvisuanmmxythingthatwouldmkeamaJorchan.goinwha’thaveinndm.
including resignations What I do not have in mind is organization and structure (final,
that 18, not general) and what I'll leave out. Therc is already much too much material,
all relevant, Reaignation, which stil) secms unlikely, will not surprize me. His resigna~
tion speech is in my notes, as were seversl of his others before he made them,

Reluctance to present an outline that might well require changing and before it is
olmmoughtomisoncoft}wreasonslsaidl'dtalceaambleifyou'recomendit.
One of the minor costs wo can't bear is ldl1's having to give up her sum.er's work to
retype in a rush, She is one of two peoplo keeping the Blook offige open during the
off season, It ruins three days, but the guarantee is ouly about $50. Without a fat
advance we could not afford even this small loss. She would have some time for which she
is not nov paid on othor days, when she does sane bookkecping, but by the time there would
be enough o retype, she’ll have the several messes under control. Of course, time for
whichaheianotnowbeingpaidrepmsentanooashlosaifaheapendsitonth_abook.Aa :
a matter of fact, although she has not been able to keep up with elther the story or
vhat 1'vo been doing with it, she'd make a valuable repearch assistant and I'll mdss
those services very much. They will cost time, :

I've decided to elimdnate footnotes. Instead, where necessary, I'll have the sources
in the draft and eliminate them in re - ' :

In any event, until there is a fimm negative, I'11 plug away whemever I can find
any time at all. In part this is because I do believe the book I write will be the one
that will be differant, the one with a context and the right context, the one that will ;
bo ather than a rewrite of what has been well publicized. To this I edd the one that has
the capabdlity of being the deciding thing with resignation or impeachment or worse,

Initially it will have to be longer then optimm. You know from our com<on pest that
1'11 raise no cutrting problems. (Cod, what awful judgement Ann used in cutting out all
that wautifa)n and then and now aignificant FBI stuff on those Cuban campa! But I didn'¢
make noises. ’

If you do get a publisher and he does go for my way of almost overnighting a hardback,
remamber it will save him much money and is not patentable, so think of how there can be
something in that for you and me. ‘

In the ususl rush, et me not forget to remember Jil1 and the boys,

"j.th best »



5/V1/T3

Dear Dick,

Prior %o youroau this afternoon I had addressed this envelope to yowr home beoauae
you told me you would not move your office until after two weeks. I had expectsd to
write you of other things. However, after almost 15 hours of work today (and I've not
yetemad the morning papers on the Watergate) I'm too weary for them and instead will
addrss some of the things that may at any moment be required kmowledge for you. Perhaps
this 15 a bad way of putting it because I will be giving estimates and opinions.

I do not ses Publishers' Weally and would appreciate copies of anything it carries
on proJjected or contracted books on this subject, In part my interest is that of the pose
gible publisher. I'm old fashiomd axoush ‘o believe that my interest lios in gerving -
his as honestly as I cane :

: The Glass House tapoa has been ld.ok.lns arounl for more than a yoar. ‘Langthy excerpts
were printed in the Los Angeles Free Presa. nless there has heen a radical change, it is
not a Watergate book but 15 the interviewed of a guy naued Freed with a former black

. police fink named %ouis Tackwood, on whom I have a large file, dealing with his finking.

. He did say, long before any of this, that viclence was to be police provoked at the San
Diego GOP convention and that he was %0 be part of it. I recall nothing else relevant,
Freod did a novel with Mark Lane titled Exscutive Action. It is due from “ell soon with

- alarge printing. That Dell doesn't go for this, unlesa I misunderstood you, is & sign

.. of their estimate of the work. Especially with Dalion Trumbo doing a movie ‘seripte After
the %aping of the Tackwood interviews, Freesd has aligned himself with a series of nuts,
some quite sincere, but all of whom I know extremiat irrationally on the Wator@ate and
sgsassinations subjocta. I am famillear with their stuff. They make it up as they go.

The Impeachment of MNixon is the tdtle of an irresponsible beok, for that is not
yet upon us. You know my estinates of this and they are not as new as my giving them to-
.you a weel ugo. But there is a difference between publishing a book and offering an

opindone The altemaﬁm is that the titde is a comeon. That would not be needed with a
‘#s0lid booke

Idonotncanthaoﬂwrmyoumonﬁom

. Hunt was worlding on two books before his arrest. I don’ . Know b:l.s progress, Or his
state of mind, My estimate of him ia that it is ndt cohducdve to rapid completion of
“hds manwocripte. Especially not from inside one of the viler jails. Neither is a Water-
gate Book. Une is on the Hay of pigs, his self-justifioation. The other is one of his
many cheap thrillers. :.Putnam is doing the thriller, Arlington House the political pep.

John Starr, who is not listed in the current LKP, is haidling gyESthblatt (Vabergate
Cubans' lawyer) novel done with Argosy editor Milton Hachlin,The title, Hightower, is
sald to be a disguise for Watergate. Yt can't have subgtonce.

Frank Mankiewicz, who presided over those g:rmti of the FoGovern disaster he did not
engineer, is doing an analysis for Wuadrangle. dering what the investigation over
which he presided twmed up, which is much less than I did without leaving howe - if it
turned up anything - 1'd expect the book to be a scholarly nothing. I have some famile
iarity with the depositions and they show no real investigaiion.

Clark flollonhof? and the two-Post repartars will do solid work and they both showld
be well done, Bantam will have Clark's fast Af he does it fast. But 4if ho does it wil) be
a pot~bgiler. More, an incomplete one. He should have good personal stuff on his personal
experiences in the Wiite House, until evem he could take it no longer. When last he spoke
of this he defended Nixon and earried a burning iron for Ziegler. Not kmowing he was doing
a book I gave him some leads. I have heard nothing from him about them since. If he and
the Post boys, hoth of whom I know and both of whom have copies of my esrlier memos on
this and a few of my files, do no more than rewrite their stories, what kind of books

§ will they produce? S & S will at some future date hardback Woodward and Bernstein's,
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influence a publisher, who knous the gold does;f: come fram mines but frou trash~heapse.
However, this is in every way an exceptional subject. If Clark has completed his book it
is a dated nothingness before publication. If he has net, desplte Bantan's beut efforta,
and I Jnow how good they can ba, only its being alone will sell it, What happened to
thelr The Strange Case of James Earl Ray, by Clay slair, is what I think will be repeatads
It was blasted as a not partdcularly good rehash and it flopped hard and faste. And it had
no competition, If Clark ignoren the newest and most sensational developuwonts, what will
be sald of his book? If he doean't, how fast can it be expected? And this, I thinlgis a -
subjeot on which anything not solidly responsible will not be well recaived. The 1iboral
Journals, remember, are those leading the defense of Nixon and pretending he had no
personal knowledge, later amendod %o excopt, nmaybe, the covering up.

Oneofthoreaam!delayodmaldngwldndofmappmaohtoenyoneisbocausel
antlcipated all of thds and mores I have been working on thisg since it happened and
have, except for fine details, been ahead on everything, ¥y understanding was this goods
predictions of what would happen and would come out were ia the hand of friends before
they did. and they did, too. Iwﬂlenoloseapamgrpahfmmaﬁiundwlmhwdust
retired aftor a lifetime a3 an AP reporter, all mround ths worlde It relates to my
Judgemont on this matier only, not on publishing prospects. It may not juterest a publisher,
but 5t will tell you that I have becn on top before the top came %o a head and may have
influanced developments. Op the other hand, 4t may tell a publisher thet pcrhaps I do
understand what I am talking about. : :

However, uy major problom was oonceiving a vlablo book that would satisfy me on
its worth, The concept I have given you is not new. What is new is my conviction that it
now will not frighten reviewars or tho responsible press. Xt took morc thsn Golduatey
to persuade me. Now even conservative and respectable Senmtors are using my description
of eleven months ago, deepest subvarsion. Joe lraft ia saying in his colum that Nixon,
Zlegler et al are part of the cancer, Or, the concept is now acceptable. It is, to me, enly
theloglcalpmmeaionofwhatlmteﬁvoyemagomdm.tobaeditedou.tofli‘ .
I underestinated only the speed of dovelopments, and there my underestimation was serious,
Substitute Authordtarianien for Fascism in the title and the respectables are now saying
exactly that, However, Mollenhoff and one of the two Pocters are congervatives, and they
will not say this. The Popters, who have conflicting political views, will not be able t¢
agree on a political line, And most of al) what this subject will need 1s context, sxplanam
tion of meaning. Nothing in recent history, if anything in the past, hay had the exposure
this subject i3 going to get. It has begin, Seo, much of the reason for anyone buying a
book will be gones If the bock can't be billed and sold as what has not been said by the
papers, vhat has not been on the tube or in the trial and hearings, therw should be a
reasonable expectation that it will not sell well. On the other hend, 4f it can be o
prosented, then all of this extraordinary axposure should be free advertiasing for that
book. I think this ic the one I, and I think I alore, have in mind, '

A% the same tlme, the formula I am developdng is the only ons of which I can think
that gets axound what can happen, even Nizon bedng offede Let new detaila cometoufc. they
won'{ offect the book, except possibly to inorease salese They can't kill it. “emember,
I have written and published millionz of words on topical matters, brealcing storios, and
not once have developments upstaged me, None of my work is yet dated. Nor, for that mat-
ter, has anyone added substantially to ite So, I have some exporience in wiitting suo=
oessfully arcund brealding stories. . ,

If I were not as strapped as I am, financlelly and with urgent personal needs, I
could produce this book me fast, subject to the kind of editing I have never had and
always wanted, that a hardback could be out a3 fast as a paperbacke I have done it. Mayw
be a publisher would not consider it, ut I think it would help 263l a fast book and at
hardback price, and at lower cost than the usual hardback, Meandng more profit.

Is 4t possible that this is tho only formula that has movie posgibilities? The rest
i9 public domain,



You know I do not compromise with principle. Soy despite the proposed title, I
say I think this book will neither offend nor turn off conservatives, I really mean
this, and not ag & g ck,

Despite the success of my personal investigation, I was and I Temain, essenti .
an analyst. It is for this that I was really used in inteliigence, It ig this that really
enables the success of my investigations, for it tells me what to go for, where it is
and how to get ite

i, honesty I must alse tell you that in some ways this is tougher than the :
assagkinations writing., I am now o I an a vigoreus 60 \andwiubeiflcannndtime
for acme exercise aftsr a relatd sedentary winter). I can and do still work a long day.
Howevor, this book will have to depart more from the faot, and that will slow things or
contribute to confabulation, where I will not have on paper what is in the mind and
should be on paper, Today we also have more and more se¥era pressures, including of
time and relating to what is important to us, serdious litigation. I nonetholess bolieve
that with an agreement and minimel assiastance I can tumn out & good bock fast, but one
that should be edited with thoughtfulness and care,

Meanwhile, I do have to take in the bmoadcasts of the hearings, and that does slow
thinkgs down, Yettodw.whﬂetaldnginallnixbroadcaatl'xours.lalsodidthemml
had to send the ACLU, peﬁmps4,000uorda.1mdlcaught up on some of the baok materials
on this and filed them for later retrieval, . v :

While I am now much more gertain of tho ensential content than I wag a week ago
and have started reorganizing files that way, it is still premature %0 do an outline,
While this means you have nothingxto show, domé be afraid bpersonally because I've
never had time to outline my other books, all of which wore written under great time
pressures and with extraordinary apeeds I can give a rudimentary outline of parta now
but not the whole thing. Developments hay suggest Jatering the arrangement of chapters, .
%00, but with this Idnd of naterinl that is no real problen.

Sincerely »
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Pi3, on Time: nm%z,muam‘wu.mwahmﬁmmmm
than plamned. The nan running them is a lawyer, not an orgeniser. is wnmvare of the mimple
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