Dear Vick, 5/20/93
dm T coiforatble with you?Of course!

Yot ms think "conservatively" with you. Lt gets me to where you anticipate groater
then averege costs because I discount the other possible explanations. So, let us forget the
adyance and you can have those funds at hand.

&5 long as we both get Social Security plus “41's retirement we make out UK and have
no nead of extra funds save for what we do not anticipate.

I there are s.:cial cost problems, as frowm sigze, >'m willing to help with them, too.
I'1l forgo any royalties until you reéﬁ)ver any unasual costs.

then you have time I'd like to understand what you mean by "extensive editing." Ve
digeusced the fopeword and th introduction and while L no longer have as clear a recollection
of the unintended and wmecessary ropetition, it should be edited out. I was aware of thate
‘a4 fact, if the conditions of my life had been different I'd intended doing that months ago.
Put as Peter goen over it I hope he can think from time to time whether some repetition was
intended and has a purpose. I‘m surc that sometines + did have a purposes

I am avere also, cnd in ;ut this is related, that there may be too much on JAMA, I did
have a purposc and it is not essential but I think it can be wseful if it doecnot become tuo
nuch too nuch.

I thinlc that with attention this book con have an impact in and on the AllA.

There are doctors who wer:s deeply oflended bver what JAMA did. I've heard from some. I
hove in confidence a complaint they:ddressed to the big cheese on thz board of directors.

L believe that this feelinz extends tnm% doctors and that the book can be the cause of
firing Luandberg. That would have an enormous impact on the bool.

Une of these doetor:s, not co youns he does not hav?/x; family, which he does, has been
in touell by phone and has sent me some very unwise remarks “undberg made that I'l1l be using
in an eopilogues A tr.anfzript ol them. In brief he confessed not caring a bit about the JIK
asgassination until about a year before he began hiz project and still kmows nuthing about
it. What he did is based entirely on his belief that he can trust his lifle to the prosectors.
énd he actually said thet he had wiped the whole thing out!

I am not arguing arainst removing what you regard as,too muck. I'm mer ly telling you
of my purpo:se when I :mtede rhther then when I did not intend repetition. i'n sure the
lotter exisis, B

There may be other content the purpose of which may not be. readily apparent. But it may
also have a purpose. If it does not take too much time, and I went to do nothing to delay
thr oot erpeditious possible publication, I'd like tc be asked if there is any such quection
with any i fended cute I lciow that the need for some can be apoarent. I’In not talldng about
anything like that. Vhat £ have in mind is ellipsis that I do intend ana about which * hear
all the time, favorably. Wrone recently told me, for example, that he is rercading Post

sortem and is surp:l. sed at how much mors he pereeives in it. The recordthat I remember is a
lotter from o “ew Tork la: wer several jears a{ro. #Ea said he had just reread “hl'bm:as or the
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M tine and each ti e he got fron it oock what he had not gotten earlier. There have
o oys bean motters I weuld not stote explicitly but that I wanted to leave for others for
the future, for them to work with..

fhere can also be what relates to evidence noi generally lmc?\ or to come later. Some
of that 1o intonded and some is to make it read more like a mystery story. Did I ever tell
you that Viitewash was runer -up for the mystoery writers award in 19667 I did not even
entor it! It is to nmoke it road more like a mystery tlhat I often did not do what is usual,
mpx especiall:s at the beginuing and ending of chapters. Wrone did not Perceive it at first
but then he did.

The e are ceme of the hhings - hope you and Peter will have in midd when deciding on
cutting in particwnlar.And I have thz pact do go on, I've heard favorably about both the
ellipeis and tho style of a mystory.

T o not arguine end I will not. Yo wha % you think is nocecsary. But I rl rather not

hove cubz nade beCuse of cost, th: reo son_f £fer to toke care of that, and I do thinlc that

cutting for that r agon alone will diminish the boolt, whether or not its salese.

Yhat in stronge in o way is that increasingly recently I am hearing from those Im
who exwress aprreciation of my writing leins fretual and not theoretical. I have no war
of lmouing how widespread it is butb now meost writers and alwmost all callers comment on
thet and erpress appreclation for it.

& hiph-gchool teacher is being sent from someplace in Wisconsin to give me some kind
of amnard fmlis schiool for it! (Id is ¥ unltho:n to Yrone.)

Inc;aa.siw;l;f algo ncople are esldng to be able to meet me. I doeline most but there
are thb wen uho porsisted politely and I've agreed to their coming tomorrow morning and
J@oving after luonch/

vhat maltes this surorising te me is thot the only recent works are entirely of
thoorizad colMopiraciea. Ur, that is the only kind of book an overvhelming proportion
of people have ever had access toe

Wrone's brrneh @f tho state wniversity systen does no‘. f_;Bu the better studentd. Ee and
others L lmow on the faculties of better schodls compla_uj ahH: their students do not like
to ae"L.TII:*" year, instead af a a mmix test t, ho had his s’w.dents wvrite an essary on their
reading of fThitcnaJh. He 'd used it 5 a toxt. He was absolu‘taly astounded! It was the best
thing that ¢ las ; did, liost reflected reading and understanding it well and some even wrote
persuasive reusonf}rh;-,f they enjoyed rending it! Hg'3 never had that reaction before, of
enjoying reading, )

The time will come when 7 maye be able to help in other ways. For aample, L have a
friend who is the former hend of the Academy of lorensic Sciences. I think he will do what
he can to help the book ond might write about it for that '~T mrnal and/or perhaps other
medical publications. (He is w AHAT puad o

—
I hove o new friond in ;nuisville, one of those vwho wanted to visit, a la wyer vhose
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wife ig the medical-records expert I use. T think he might want to offer a revieuw to
the @ourier—Journal out there. Or clsevhera.

Cthey things lile that % cone to mind if you let me know when to start t[fi.n.ldng
about sueh things.

I do not nexd a contreet. If you want one for your owun purposes, please send it.

I've asled Urone, as a historian, to approach one who is quite prestigéous, from
whon a word would be very helpful.

Uhen ther: is the oprortimity L'1l smpeak to other friends.

if {lee is such a thing as a list of talk-show hosts if I have one I can irffdicate
those who lmo: me and have used me in the past. There is at least one who as of my last
Imouledpe vas netvork out ol Hew York and several who used me often in the past in the San
Franeisco aren. + have a friend there who had done vory effective p.r. for me there :Lu the
past. I can thinls of 3&#;9‘)1"1:31'5 , too.

I'm hopcf@ul that the interiuptions will diminish after the first. One of my
anpointuents at Jﬁ'op}:i.us hes been set back 4o that day. Then I hope to start re.di ﬁ Jlft
the fivet time from tho first page. Jeel
If Beter has any questions, Eope he will free to ask them.

Thanks, and with hope,

it
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RICHARD GALLEN & COMPANY, INC.
260 FIFTH AVENLIE
NEW YORK, NEW YDORK 10001

(212) 889-9624

May 18, 1993

Harold Weisberg

7627 01ld Receiver Road
Frederick, MD 21702

Dear Harold:

We would like to do your book. We do feel, though, that it requires
extensive editing.

We would like to proceed conservatively, with an advance of $1000 against

a 10Z royalty.

Are you comfortable with this?

My best persomal regards.to you and Lil.
Sincerely yours,

Rectcd

Richard Gallen
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