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Who Really Killed

Martin Luther King?

The U
Od%’ﬁl 43

By Robert Andrews

LIVER STONE missed the mark.

The gquestions clouding the death of

Martin Luther King Jr. make JFK's as-
sassination look open-and-shut by comparison.
Theqtmtiomslashtotheverycoreofthe
convenﬁomlwisdomthat,zsyearsagom
Memphis, James Earl Ray acted alone.

I'm skeptical of conspiracy theories. Under-
lying any octopus scenario is a presumption
that t is: 1) leakproof and 2)
capable of faultless operations of mind-boggl-
i ity. My skepticism comes first-
lnndfromViel:nammasaGreenBeret.as
aCleﬂioerworldngabeat&mtstretched
from the Koreas to Burma and as a Senate
staffer for intelligence and national security

You can't put together an obviously illegal
operation with of people and keep it
quiet. There's going to be a leak; there's
bound to be a deathbed confession, If you're up
to no good, don’t do it in government, Read
the Pentagon Papers. Ask Richard Nixon.

But the intelligence officer’s skepticism cuts
both ways. And looking at the evidence, I can’t
help but wonder—who did kill Martin Luther

towering account of the civil rights movement,
Taylor Branch complains about the govern-
ment’s reluctance to open up files regarding J.
Edgar Hoover's claims that King was sur-
rounded by communist agents. Branch’s ac-
cusation stuck, and within days, 1 was sketch-
'mgrthepbtﬁoranoveiaboutanintelligeme
officer who stumbles into the King files.

I thought I could do only minimal research,
butwithinaslmxttlmelsenaedadiscordance,

a note off-key about Ray, the convicted assas-,

lect Committee on Assassinations, books on
the subject. Like Taylor Branch, [ found doors
closed all around me; crucial files on the King
assassination were sealed, not to be opened
until 2027. 1 also traveled to Toronto, where I

traced Ray's path of a quarter-century ago. 4

Qut of this came my conviction that the official 3 ography; he will be a

version is wrong—that James Earl Ray did not
act alone.

What is particularly striking from the intel-
ligence ive is how Ray suddenly threw
off a lifetime of incompetency to outwit the
world'’s best law enforcement agencies.

Ray, after all, was one of life's perpetual
losers, The army threw him out for unsuita-
niite He botched the theft of a typewriter

ered Questions About James Earl Ray

ing houses; his landladies reported that he re-
ceived visitors and phone calls. Ray also fre-
quented a bar called the Silver Dollar Tavern.
Interrogating the bar’s staff, the Royal Cana-
dian Mounted Police got the description of a
male companion who spent hours drinking and
talking with Ray. A man fitting that description
calledonRayathismominghmlse,andaland-
lady testified that she saw Ray’s caller pass
him something “like papers” that Ray put in-
side his coat pocket. The following day, Ray
bought a round-trip airline ticket to London.

Who were these people?

By meﬁm6Raywasan&stedinLondon.he
hadbeenmtherunformmonﬂm.mﬁng
that time he had purchased a Mustang con-
vertible (shortly after his prison break-out) and
traveled extensively—Mexico, Los Angeles,
Birmingham, New Orleans. In Los Angeles, 2
month before King's death, he underwent plas-
tic surgery to disguise his features. The FBI
tried—and failed—to pin various bank rob-
beries on Ray. As the House assassinations
committee later reported, “a specific answer
?B}!:\y's manner of funding alluded [sic] the

The committee did raise an intriguing mat-
ter missing from the original FBI investigation:
that Ray might have been connected with 2
white racist in St. Louis who had put out a
$50,000 contract on Martin Luther King. But
then-Rep. Christopher Dodd dismissed this
theory as weak: “ . . ~1 am unable to say with
any degree of certainty who conspired with
James Earl Ray or under what plan they were

acting.
Accordingtoalltesthlony,Raywasnotan
ohsessed racist. From recor of his earlier
stays in prison, it appears that Ray had no
problems with blacks. After escaping, he chose

: tohideoutinetl-uucallymbcedneigh

Unﬁke!geﬂaweyOswald,whohadahislory
ofﬁingemﬁﬁmlassodaﬁom,kaymertook
up with any of the white supremacist causes or

organizations of the '60s. He was never more

than a small-time hood on the run.

" What, then, did Ray have to in' by killin

Martin Luther King? *‘LJ oy W’ﬁ
owhere.s has . Ray addressed

» himself::

these questions. It's not as if he has
v been in isolation. He has been inter-
4 vi by assassinations “scholars; he has ap-
ontelevisim;hehnswrittenhisautohi-
pank:ipantinanncktrial
to be televised tonight by HBO. Ray contends
that he is innocent, that he was set up as a
guy. Nonetheless, questions about funding and
mediassseemtobotherhim.lnalw inter-
view, assassination expert , Philip~Melanson

Rayontlmetupk:S.andRaydoggedly
persistedindodgingthem.

These questions-—and

nursued because Ray never had a jury trial. Un:

e b ik .‘.rwlle;m:ﬁ:«;"r.w\

others—were never
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“SHMBIES INT0 e rui e
I'thought 1 could do only minimal research,
M"witlﬁnashartﬂme[sensedadlsmrdanm.
a note off-key about Ray, the convicted assas-
sirLMydoubtspersuadedmmdigmrethan
I'd ever intended: the official records in the
NaﬁmmlA:dﬁm.theﬁlmofﬂmHouseSe—
lect Committee on Assassinations, books on
the subject. Like Taylor Branch, [ found doors
dnsedaﬂaroundme:mmialﬁlmonthelﬂng
assassination were sealed, not to be

unti|2027.‘lalsotraveledtoTomnto.wheIEI Aviewed b
traced Ray’s path of a quarter-century ago. {uwuue v

Unlike Lee Harvey Oswald, who had a nstory
of fringe political assaciations, Ray never took
up with any of the white supremacist causes or
organizations of the '60s. He was never more
than a small-time hood on the run.

What, then, did Ray have to in by killin
Martin Luther King? M'MU Wﬁ
owhere has Ray himself addressed
these questions. It's not as if he has
been in isolation. He has been inter-
assassinations scholars; he has ap-
on television; he has written his autobi-

Outo!thismmemyconvictxontlmttheo&iual ’ography;he_willbea icipant in a mock trial

version is wrong—that James Earl Ray did not
act alone.

What is parti y striking from the intel-
ligence tive is how Ray suddenly threw
off a lifetime of incompetency to outwit the
world’s best law enforcement agencies.

Ray, after all, was one of life's perpetual
W&Thea:myti\rewhimoutformmﬂta-
bility. He botched the theft of a typewriter
ﬁmnanL.A.reﬂnurant.Herobbedacabdriv-
erofSlZandﬂedintoadead—endalley,where
he was caught. In 1959, he flubbed 2 $120

mmarketholdupinSLthﬁsandwassm— )

tenced to 20 years in the i state pen-
But Ray defied this pattern in April 1967,

when he escaped from the Missouri prison.
Almost a year later, on April 4, 1968, Martin
Luther King was murdered. Two months after
that.on]mes.RaywasarmStedianndon.
mehisprisonescapeuntillﬁsarmt. Ray
behavﬁmreﬁkeatrainedspythanafaﬂed
petty criminal. QWW.'
fittakesasﬁytoatdlaspy,itaimtakw
a spy to recognize red flags that criminal
investigal tors may miss. Such a red flag was
JamEaﬂRav’suseofaliam.
.- After his' prison escape, Ray chose the
namesoftu.\rnwn:EricS.Galt.JohnWiﬂaxd.
Paul Bridgeman and Ramon George Sneyd. All
IourwerenmtwnivinginTomnto.Allfmu
resembled Ray—dark hair, medium build,
same age bracket, That's the kind of cover
professionals build. One doesn’t pick names
lnceﬂmfmmaphonebook.‘l‘hechiller:]am
[Earl Ray had never been in Toronto in his life.
How did Ray—this loser, this loner—get
ﬂlesenameé‘WhyToronto,o[allplac&And
why, after King's assassination, did Ray go
straighttoﬂutcity?ltisachoicethatwmlld
setoﬁalamminanyh\telligenceagawy,ior
Toronto has long been known in espionage
drd&casa‘passportnﬁll‘l,em'!‘mtsky—
and his murderer—traveled under Canadian
obtained there. So did KGB master
spy Rudolf Abel. Was it mere coincidence that
Ray, the former bungler, got a Canadian pass-
port there? '
Ray stayed in Toronto for two months, dur-
ingwhichr.imehelivedattwodifferentroom-

Robert Andrews'’s forthcoming novel, “Death in
a Promised Mnd."wiﬂbemﬂishaibyPackct

1
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to, be televised tonight by HBO. Ray contends

untheisirumcent.mathewasaetupasnfaﬂ
guy. None , questions about funding and
uxealiasesseemtoboﬁmrhim.lnalgstlh\ter-
view, assassination expert Philip Melanson
pushed Ray‘ontheeetopics.andRay doggedly
persistedmdodgingthem.

These questions—and others—were never
pmsuedhecausekaynevermdajuryuiaLUn-

der pressure from his attormey, he p
g\ﬂtybefmeajudgein'l‘uumemﬂ,wimin
mhour.receivedaaanmct'.of%years.
hnnk:ally.there'sevuymwlilmdthatajmy
mﬂdneverhavemnvictedkzybwnusedme
lack of evidence:
lNownnasplaoedhknaxt}wmo(me
crime. Memphispo!iceoﬂicershva&gathgme
xoonﬂnghmme&m:whichmeahotwaswp-
posedlyﬁreddmﬂ)edmepﬁmwitnesses,a
couple named Stephens, as intoxicated. Charles
Stephens, who later claimed he had seen Ray
runawayafterasmtmsﬁred.iﬂtiallyswure
tbathehadmﬂysemthebackdamannmning
awaydnwnadinﬂylitmllway.'meﬂmseeom-
mittee later determined that Stephens had been
“inadrunkmstupof‘atthelimeofﬂma:.sas—
sinalionand’couldnever.reaﬂyidenﬁfytheas-
sailant.”
& Unknown fin ints on Ray’s rifle were
neveridenﬁﬁed.ﬂ\erewereabnmdawwnfnv
ge.rprintsonutlmevidencesaidmbelongm

Ray.
= Ballisticstmts[ailedtomunectd:ebullet
&mtkiﬂedKingtotheriihRayallegedlyumd.
Tiwfatalhﬂletbmkehatothreeﬁ-a@lemsand
no hallistics tests could be run.
anfsﬁ:gerpﬁntawerm'tfoundintheromn
&omwhid\ﬁwshotwasmpposedlyﬁred.
thtdoatlﬁsaddupto?Meremimidence?
Deliberate deception? Professional tradecraft?
Anddoyuudaresaythatdarkestofa]lwordsin
thele:dconofanopensociety—mnspiracy?
Jesse Jackson, one of the survivors of that
killing day in Memphis, recently wrote the in-
troduction to Ray's autohiography. Jackson
maintains that J. Edgar Hoover was responsible
for the assassination. i tells me that a
top-down conspiracy would have sprung a mil-
lionlezksbymw.butlahommereareim-
tquesﬁonswimnomwem.Andwe
won'tgett}mseanswersunl&sswedowhatwe
should have done 25 years 2 all the
ﬁl&nonthel(hgcaseandput]amﬁarlkay‘s
case before a jury.
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