Dear Dr. Goldberg 2/3/%

e d\’\fw lti(:fune we are snowed in and it has not beeri__pfi;ible for we to get some of
my 1-101‘1{“1'91.‘3'}18&1, my plang for today and tomorrow, I @xd respond to your letter of the
31gt with the detail without which what 1 say may not seem credible.

(here eame a tive when I was s perplexed that there was no publbsher willing
to do Whittewash that I began keeping records of itd non-publishing history. They take
up a filedraver. I hod more than a hundred rejections internationally without a
single adverse editorial comment. I found it incredible that a President could bve
nssassinated and a book based entirely on tho official evidence could not be pub—
lished. I then did not kunow it w.s the first. s you lnow, it has stood time's tesds
ing. I have yet, from any of my books, to get a call or a letter frow anyone of whom
I yasaitical cn%lianing about unfairn-ss or inaccuracy.

I was not prepered for the fantastic emotional response to my first major
radio show on a 50,000 watt cleag-chanel station in New York and jQ:er that to the |
first TV show, on what was then the largest independent station in the country, Ch.5
in Wew York. It had been schedule;l as a 20-’,:!me’59 segement @t it .sgcnq su intense they
let the cameras roll for tvh hours and twenty minutes. The show was aired thehext week,
beginnivg Sunday midnight. From the time it ended my phone remained busy. I c/:ould not
el Laclk o bed. It was fantastic and among other thinga it told me that people cared
and cared very much and more, apyrecisted. That show sold out a 5,000 print. There
were four of them before Dell came to me for it, having rejected it three times.

I began by making a {ile folder for each person who wrot fne but thet soon
beceme impossible. I filed thosé Deeletters and my response by Zhe letter of the alpha-
bet., When I ran gut of space in my office, which although small holds six full-sized,
four-drawer fil¢ cabinets and sevep of two-dravers only, I had to begin to move things
to khe besement. That is wheee L have all the records I got via FOIA. My recollection
is not é’e%aﬁrb and i% has not been safe for me to ge to thbgggment for years so L may
be vrong. but I think the overflow from my office files takes up three jammed, full-
sized file cabinets. Porhaps more.

1 have kept ever letter + have gutden because I believed they could make a fine
study of popular reaction to the assassinifion. /

Along with ‘?Jnf‘r—.‘em, including in today's iail, there gqre innumerable let%s v{u 4
those writing on the subgect, the one in today's mail from a stranger.

Mg files are like Topsy, they just grew. L never had time to orgaMize them,

_never trj':ed to, and they are by letter and by name, with some by subject going back to
ﬂ:]nwﬂf'irsl work at the Archives.




na

I now lopger ansver all lettors myself. Until increasing feebelness prevented
it, I did. low my wife frequenily responds with a cal? Ibf whichh wve do not have any
copy. The rcaction continues to be simply fantastic. I do not take time for it but
I do tell you tl.t this paper is part of i{wo cases of it a man who wanted te come here
and did decided he wanted to send us. le sent that and more.

To a large degres, if not for the most part, those who used my work did not
bother to‘i‘é’ilc ne. I always agreed with all reguests, which were few.That was a matier
of belief. I do not believe that any of us can own such a subject, I do belisvethat
all views should be avallable to the p"uple (before I knoew houw craxy they could ge't)

L fjnve aluats allowed anyone who wunted. it frec and unspGemzed access to all I
have, Plus the use of our copier.

For some years we ylso yrobided a place to stay. My wifv managed a Block in-
Lone tax office. WVhen she dfcided to do tiat vork for herfﬁ_aelf our spﬂre bodroon
beceme her office and ws could no longer put people ups The Grodens, for ple,

ws‘e/ekk.ned here ofton/secma in retrodpect almoat every weekend, Goﬂlen his his f:.rst
ethka

was sritten by his coauthor names Model who by hapiensatnce was in a pseés position to

drlzi 0--mu’ U youid bring i%, we'd go over it, ete. 'l‘}]e first book his navme is on

dtonl mucel: from being abibe to over Heqr what L was telling an editor who was interested,
he s id, in a series of gt articles,

Bruce Metinney is one who was proifuse in his thanks, I sa¥e the copy of his
thosis he sent me to Hood so students oould use it so I cannot qu‘ite what he said ih
it.He was a struggling instructor at fenn State then. He stayed in touch from his teach—
ing postsin several other colleges an univsrsities. He spent a week or so here. 1 huve
a seg:,pate file on him and ou othors like him,

With some I'ye had little correspondonce, like Lifton. ‘ou should have noticed
that in hi. Best Lwidence, which is neither, he begin contriving to ake creit for
what had been rublished two %?%an ec.rl:n.er. par ta.cula:cly by ma.]#*e is & thgg.’i‘ and he has
wven bragged :u?rm.t.mp' ol' his intended Mevery and then of lis doing it as he said he
viould. That was in lctters t: Meaghor.

“ivingsone, a worldpciass nudsanco, wgs here often, taldng muc}, o my tinme,
and deing no work, just trying to impress me uith how important he wus. He had an
assistant, a “altimore cop moenlighting, who spent a great cal m’ﬂ time heve and made
innumepable copies. It uas a long tine before I realized that he was a thief and that
he as stecling for Lifton, not Livingstone, with those two mortal en@i:.-s! Hc stole

only copies of my records, not FOILL recowds, and of pietires. Q’hieh c-un,bt be replaced.

1 can't begin to remwmber them all. 1 gave leagher a copy of the lJ.m:Ltad
edition of Whitewash and told her tu feel free to kake any use she uantad.ﬂa.t having

seen the bock as she then had it T do not lmow if she followed up on what i had but
2 Ly - f
if’ she did sheins welcome fu it.
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In recent yemrs — have ewrned a not inconsiderable unpopularity by debunking
the theories held so dea:‘uy so many, They take that ad Personal insuits from what
a fine nan, br. Gary Agu:.leu' said in maldn: the (.ola co ti on Pﬁtical sssasgina—
‘fions ward to me last uc'tubm « L have s.ent much 'l::une \u.th Jslnd he is a very
~bugy fiare: fine pthal.nalogl « On heg " that J.avir;‘cd Iim if when hs believed his
children necded spanlcing 'JhLN he :k 't:hem h!. was expressing hatred. Ho did not
reupund. Hoe and another doctor are worldns on a theory without adequate knowledge
of what is relevans uudl:nut fenoun £ thom.

o begin with ¥ did resent the thievery. But I got used to it and do not mind
it, in fact rather expect it, what ] mind more is those wguld-he Perry nasons being in
fact beystone ﬁ)ps and not aakking me. Dut I suppose if theydid that th;y'd not have
wualb tuew think they havcs

Pur esample, in a chicken-shit supposed review ol "’uae Opan a character named
;e Vries CI'JE:LZJ.EU me for not maldns any reference to those i»l:h:mx Dealey Plaza P
"paups." They had, never had, any relevance, His critvicsm was two yearw aftur the police
roco:hd:x vere disclosed and more th‘an 15 years after the disclosure of the FBI in-
Ve.>T:Lf-,uthr1 of them thd: + had forced. ',L‘lmtfwas for what in nuk/called. The k,‘oalm
“ourth Yecade. /

Tor a convention tlicy ueré having sbout a vear and a half ago Yeorge Michael
Bvieq, whe urote a boo: I never botheved to get, sclicited a paper on me as a govern—
nent asent, After I'd sued the hell out of the government for more than a devade, had
5, had led to the asending of FOIA

™,

forced disclsoure of a third of a million !
in 1974, and had set a few legal precedents.
I do not mind that those nutfdd not A love me but L do wish they's ask ad not
derive and mislead the people.
S50 it is also a bit complicated.
It iz now a physical i.nposvzb:.h‘ij for me to get all those things together and
to send them. For everal retasons. Hor,ver, it uill all bz at Hocd College and L do
ronlly believe what ~ began ebelievig, that the reflection of peoples' f eelmg:fas
rellected in g*.n:.’ many thom»and of letters can be significant. lore ggople do not
believe the afficial ASlogy than will talk about it.
Cver the years L camnot bngqu t6 refall all the newspapers and TV people
who heve been here. For what they did, what they ¢ Opiesd, thre will be no recc;rfﬂa.
They ussa the phone.\énr Rescarchers from the papers and maga::ine}’imve been here
and the, also copied what they wianted to copy. L have no idea what. But they were not
stealing althoug'.h +the; did not give their source.
un that tlme |e:t‘i: matior yoy mrn‘tz.qﬂ :tween your previous letter 4nd this one
L edwpleted a manuséript of aboul 75,000 vwordd on the sick, pathetic book by former




FBI Si Jumes “atvick Hosty, Jr., Assi nment:Ouwald. E#en his tifle is a lie,

lefore that in not l::::lvch more time I did a maflscript on @Betrayal in Dallas,
a giek and dig’gustim: book by « f'h:) in history, Yalt Brown, who toli me he had
been an FPL nsnt agent.

n ~
I thinik tha volune of roi.l’t}hﬂdaf'i: nanueripts f leave will surprise you,

they total tha% spages, thell wueh vork.

It time it will all be available for others to use.

I liope tlat it widl ne used and will be used well.

I do appreciate what you have in mind and + have no suspicions gbout you. But
then I d‘- ehl all the time with those about whom + have suspicions. Fact is, I'd
be Lg[(ausé_d w%:;c-: Jour oNje prcilhject possible. I do thank you for the tlé?ought and

the yillingness.
Bost w,ishes,
} 3
rfja‘f/ﬂf//l )

If it is not clear, lettors of inﬁuiry are iized in the files with all other letters.
I do have scpoarate files where I urete to malke a record for history mnd where the
volume oi' thu corruspondence rayuired it.

I was not aware of The Similas J.xette_rg.\_I have not seen or heard from Sprague

for several decades. lury was lero ‘ast year wissh a friend. They arc working on the
impossible belict that Greer shot JFK with a pistol while dribing that limo. I tried
to debunk 1t for them. They were not receptile. Ig\m the one who go' Sprabue in-
terested iy locating all the pictures possible, ih the 60s.Both are goud people. On

* Similas, it was not that * bedicved he had to have valuable pictures, which wes pos-

< i s
gible. & urote that to reflet the character of the official .investigation."
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"THE STMILAS LETTERS" -by- Harold Weisberg, Richard E, Sprague, and i
Gary Murr. exchange of correspondence and information related to the f
JFK assassination mystery witness-photographer Norman Similas. November S
) Also- data related to the "Babushka Lady" witness..} 5.00 5
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1967. Reprint (20+pp.




