"LAST WEEK, Sen. J. Wil-

liam Fulbright dellvered an-
other of his
orations. This
the  Pres-
" ident wlith
u n constitu-
tionally
p roclaiming
an “Asian’
D o ¢ trine"
w'h at ever
that- may
mean.
The
esting
about
speech was not” what was
said, however, but what was
not said. When the Pres-
st ordered Ameri-
can in rvention in the Viet-
namese war, a far less
strange and  esoteric line

Alsop

“was " taken*iby 'Sen. Ful-~

bright, and by his friends in
the press and in the intel-
lectual community.

They all asserted,
and_ over again, that the
President's actions would
turn every American friend
in Asia into a bitter enemy;
that every honest Asian
heart would be filled with
burning indignation; that
the Vietnamese war would
appear, in Aslan eyes, to be
a naked revival of the worst
in’ the colouial _put and so
on and on.

These predictions were no

doubt based on honest con- -

vietion, plus the customary
lack of first hand knowl-
edge of Asian problems. But
surely it is a bit dishonest

not to make something ap-

proaching an . apology for

these past predictions, now

that events have proved the
contrary.

THE MOST interesting
and significant indication of
the real Aslan response to
the US. effort in Vietnam
came, some weeks ago, from

of Singapore, Lee Kuan
Yew. Lee is a Socialist, and

" when he. has talked about

this country in the past,
he has almost always been
sharply hostile,
.In a public interview ad-
‘to his own people,
Prime Minister Lee forth-
rightly gave thanks for the
American effort in
Vietnam, which he de-
seribed as “buying time” for

the Asians who want true ..

self-determination. He was
by no means uncritical of
the details of the American
effort,, or over- optlm!stlc
about its end result.

But his main theme was

“over

self - governing

South

of.,

~ 'Maybe ‘the

a warning to his felow-

Asians to take the fullest

@“;:'d # advantage & of 4 the ~time

“bought” by this American
effort, which might, he re-
marked, one day be termi-
nated because there “are any
number of Robert Kennedys
around.” While the U.S. ef-
fort continues, Prime Minis-
ter Lee concluded, “if we
just. sit down and believe
people are going to buy
time forever after for us,
then we deserve to perish.”

Prime Minister Lee was
of course simply saying in
public what every independ-
ent Asia leader al-
ways said in private, from
the moment President John-
son decided this country
had a duty to help defend
South Vietnam's right of
self-determination.

If other Asian leaders did
not share  Prime  Minister

Lee's sentiments, all sort of .

things that are now happen-
ing would not he happening.
The most extreme of all the
neutralists, Gen. Ne Win,
would not be coming from
Burma to visit this country.

i+In ‘Cambodia, the' volatile

Prince Norodom  Sihanouk
would not be trying to edge
away . a:

Peking and Hanoi.

Above -all, if ' 'President

‘Johnson had limply permit-

ted. the triumph of Commu-
nist aggression in South
Vietnam, there would be no
chance today for - a sane,
Indonesia.
The forces of resistance
that defeated the Commu-
nist coup in Djakarta,:
would have ceased to resist
long before the coup was
launched.

THE INDONESIAN case

¥ ﬁlmuely the most dramatic
the brilliant Prime Minister

ustration of the service
done by the President's pol-
icy to the cause that Lee
Kuan Yew sensibly defines
as Asian self-determination. |
All over Asia—and not just
in 'Southeast Asia — the
people who wanted self-de- |
termination wmwplemnsl
ready to throw im

sponge before the Ameﬂun
‘interventi

on *in  Vietnam,
And now these people, who
constitute the vast majority
thinking Asians, are in-
stead working hopefully for
a better sort of future, as

“described hy Lee Kuan

Yew.
Preslﬁent‘r
goal of Asian self-determi-

bit . from = his |
hundred per cent bet on

T —
natlun is an erroneous goal
for the greatest power in

‘the
States to come to the rescue
of Greece mearly 20 years
ago. Maybe the true wisdom
lay with those who wished

to consign Greece itself, the |

first - font of Western civ-
ilization, to the iron grip of
Josef Stalin, because, so
they said, Greece lay within

Stalin’s m;tural sphere ‘of
- Influence. !

These are points t.hat can
be rationally debated—pro-
viding the true facts are set
forth and the real problems
are honestly defined. But an
effusion like
bright's, containing no hint
of any answer to Lee Kuan
Yew and no shadow of an
apology for previous errors,
is not the sort of thing that
advances public debate very
much
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