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Sy -See also Wakgford/Orloff, Executive Action (under Lene)
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Dear Yom Freod,

A week ago today I met with Bud and Jim “esar for other purposes. bud, who hal then
just returned, conveyed to mo what he wnderstood of the message you had left. ‘e con=
fimmed what I was sure his position would have to be, as did Lesar, and he told me the
nature of the reply he would make.

Jim was here much of yesterday but we had to concentrate of legal matters, with no
time for discussion of this. “e said you had been in touch with Bud again.

it is apparent to mo that there arv certain delicacies in this entire matter of which
vou have no way of being aware. I think it serves your interest to familiarige yourself
with them as the earlicst possible momente To a linited degree I will undertaie to sug-
gest a fow to you. But if 1 correctly understood that you want to talk to mo and with a
view to entering into a coutract, then while I enm non-comuercial enough to be doing
nothing about these things, there are othexr expressions of interest some of which cannot
coincide with yours. I have, in fact, asked a friend who is experienced in these matters
to represent me. This doe not preclude discussion in advance ol that time. The state of
my affsirs at the moment is such that it can be almost any time for there is nothing that
1 expect to take me away frou the major project upon which 1 am engaged, ene that separately
holds several movie possibilitics. Until the middle of April, when ny vife's temporary
employment ends, I am generally awa only tuldng her to and from it. Mo day is impossible.
Wednesdays are partly taken up in the aftermoons.

leither Bud nor Jin can Lo active participants in anything without the most seriocus
ethical problems and yisks, nore so after the nature and success of our habess corpus
petition. Aside from the professional situation, there is the character of both men.
Were your apparent plans not forbidden to them I believe they would still feel impelled
to have no active association because of the principles of the more phincipled lavyerss
If you have not heard with this directneas, this is the way it is.

I understand you phdn sone Jerry ﬁay involvenent. I candt concelve of any reasson

or necd, sand of the three of us, 1 am the one who has had aluost all contact with him
andhave the best understanding of all three brothera from the time I have spent with then.
And in exhaustive correspoudence uwith them. I an also our heavy when there is the need,

as there is unfortunately often. Lt is not casy to explain this relationship but the plain
fact is that James is capable of firding Bud and rehiring him by pretending he had not fired
him after X lean on hime e is mmh capable of spending en hour on the phone tclling Jim
in assorted way to fuck hinself, to the point shere Jinm is ready to chuck it all, end then
wsithout a vord to any of us after getting a strong letter from me first doing what was
wanted of him and then, unsolicitedly, writing me a long lotter the thrust ol widch is that
he never dissgreed with me at all. snd maybe it was a good idean, %o0. But if you do have
any kind of Yerry involvument I can't see any neod and I do see the wost serious problems,
especially for you and your peoples four and their interest, I belicve, requires a care—
ful exploration of this. I am aware that you tay see what I may not but 1 am also aware
that I lmow what you apyear not to. This includes sbout Jerry and what he can and cannot do
and what any association with him inevitably entails. That Bud ;nd Yin leave him entirely
to me might be a short answer for you.

You ray or nay not understand what the proprietary rights are in this matter. 1 thuink
BUUARRoUEAREGS TSR RoYXFuREeE2Es nother short ansver is that they are all mdne, t'irst
JOU ghould learn them for yourself.

Thoy are mine initially because L did all the sork. They arm also nine by aygreenent.
even the rights to my book have reverted to me, in writing. And what 4+ have goes nuch
farthur than what has been published.

< lm:.ro no imdding of the doetrine of the project. Without this there is not an awiul
Ji%t t%x:m I cuan saey except that it can coincide with wy personal iutercasts and I would like




If you are assoclated vith Wakeford/Urloff then «hki, Sluan ney have tolil yoli that
I pelieve I also hold a number of othex poopertiecs with wolie potentiale I would like to
be able to discuss these with movie people in whom I can feel soue confidence is juntificds
when my friend returns fron abroad we plan to initiate this.

liueh of my “dng work is on tape, nane i1licit. In the course of uoume of this work
1 located new p _ctures, took my ounx and found and interviewed witncsoes eachewed by
tne prosecution. Were it to be desired, I bolieve the live witnescs could be used on
£ilm. Soveral are at a hot-sheet joint everyone else had missed. Everyone, that is,
except the FAL and me. The lawyers and the so—called investigator Hays couldnht find
it whon it was wight under their own pubic haire

1 do know how the crime did happel. sind I do have definitive proofs past what is in
my book on hou 1% did not hap.en and about what hapened to Hay. The latter could be a
geparate movie, my work has gong that Tare I figured out the ouly way the erine could
have becn comuitted and when T started t-ucing the probable witnesses I foun¢ those who
had actually been interviewed but not used by the prosecution enc have them ou tape
telling me what each told to whom and when. Here 1 have enough for what will never come
to pasa, getting the licenses of all the lawyers involved lifted.

As tine goes on Budg gets deeper and deeper into many projects and has %o have less
and less to do with this. This is not eriticism, is not intended es subtle criticism, and
* hope you will not misunderstuand ite Nor is it that he can afford a comfortable life. He
is just too busy with too many thingse Tids has neant that Jin and I have had to do the
worke 1t also means that Jim can give you an assessment of me, what & have and in goneral
the quelity or lack of quality of whab I have. Sud can give you an assessuent based on
what ho knows of my work and wo £oing back to 1967, but he has not been as close to my
Kay/*ing work and lacks any Jmowledge of sone of ite

The kind of thing that may or may not interest or lapress your people Jim can give
you from what he took back yesterday for use in court as soon as he can {ile it, not on
Ray but against the Dopartment of Justice. Two days earlier he had tol s he would want
it yesterday or the day boforee L told him to make it yesterday sorning so I could get
more of it written and nailed with uxhibits. In that tine 1 wrote and corrected gbout
5,000 words, found and copied more secret and top gecret docun.nts than he can use, showed
wim others, told him of still others and prepered hin for certain legal moves he will
make in court within ten doys in & way that even af'ter long association with me he did
not beliove I could do. This nay sound like horn=tosting but it will not be long hefore
that of this work that vim decides to use will be available. igain, if it will not happen,
it is enough to give a judge cause for taking action agninst the Yepartment of Ju:tdce,
the Archivist and a number of federal attormoyse 1f I cavot always perform this well on
all questiona, it is not an wnfalir refiection of the manner of my work and the advance
proparations I make for ite 1 have my own standards. They are highs I foel better that way
and others are more secure that waye Uith the millions oi words I have published over the
past decade, I awail the first face-to-fac: complaint, even in writinge I think you will
find this characterigzes that of ny work in which you seci to be interesteds

Bloase excuse the haste and the inevitable errorse If I take this to our mailbox with-
out reading and correcting it, it has a good chance of getilng oub today and I believe
the haste is justified by what 1 think is sndicated in your interest and in that of your
associates, who are unimown to ne.

I use ny phone alimost without inhibition but not in the belief + have the private
1ine for which I pay. Lt is 301/473-0106.

Sincerely,

iarold Yelsberg
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