True Story’ Of King

By THOMAS BeVIER

Statf, The Commercial Appeal

“An American Death” may very
well be what author Gerold Frank in-
tends for it—“the true story of the,
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. andthegreatestmhmtni
mmll

m“nethnge}selsmqnn'edef
this book. Others—Jim Bishop and
William Bradford Huie, for instance—
profited from the moment
hmdqxﬂyaﬂeﬂme\mﬂ

with their books.

“It is umt:nt(orustnhmw
fhe truth about the assassination of

Dr. Eing, who murdered him, why he

was murdered, and what took place
fram beginning to end. We want to
Imow this, if not for the sake of our
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own sanity in the world where the bi-
zarre all too often becomes the com-
monplace, then at least in the hope
that, by knowing and understanding it,
perhaps in some way — still unfath-
omable to us—we can help prevent
such things in days to come.”

BUT, ONE ASKS after reading

ITMAYBEmg,,Imﬂtopuuuwt
that the detail is not always accurate.
Mr. Frank writes, for instance, that

And the characterizations Mr.
Frank draws of principal personalities
such as former Sheriff William Mor-
ris, sometimes tend to be a little

“much. This is the way he deseribes

Morris when the sheriff was preparing
to escort James Earl Ray, Dr. King's
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Martin Luther King Jr.

assassin,; from the airport at Milling-
ton to the county jail:

“ONE HAD THE impression that
Morris would be prepared to do away
with himself — eommit hara-kari were
that the sort of a thing an American
did — if anything happened to Ray;
that if an attack came, he would will-
ingly throw himself in front of the
prisoner to take the bullets in his own
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Gerold Frank James Earl Ray
body. The sheriff was the kind of man “Ray, Mr. Frank provides us with a
who would walk alone down the center
of the street in ‘High Noon." ” = | amy lingering doubts ene might have
If Mr. Frank's writing sometimes  gbout whether Ray was part of a con-
borders on the cornball, his skills as a  spiracy.
er cannot be denied. It is

especially with his treatment of Ray, The life of Ray is painstakingly

portrait of the assassin which dispels ;-

Goal

ta;ntiy—an almost macabre seff-disel-
pline. ;

“What must be understood about
James Earl Ray,” Mr. Frank writes,
“is that he is a man utterly alone who
made up for his isolation from others
by living in a private world of
fantasies and, sadly, enacted one of
them when he assassinated Dr. King .

therefore, only
his Efe was structured for
is, in prison. He kept to himself, he
was rarely involved in fights
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and solitary confinement . . ."

Mr. Frank uses his reporting
skills to detail the maniunt for Hay.
The efforts of law enforcement were
fantastic. .

In checking out a lead in a hotel,
officers checked regisiration cards for
everyone who had been staying in the
1,000-room hotel, exarined all hotel

stationery, menus and desk biotters.

that the book excells. reconstructed—his childhood in pover- .makes “An American Death'" worth-
__ty, his hatred of Negroes, his life of  while.
EVEN THOUGH he never met peétty crime and—perhaps most impor- But history has yet to be served.
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