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Tongue-Tied Justice

The aloried trizl of James Exrl Ray for the assussi-
nation of Dr. Martin Luther Ring Jr. is a shocking
breach of faith with the American peupee, black and
white, and of people the world ovar siill numbed and
puzzled by the gunfive that struzk down this inler-
national Jeader.

Bay is entitled hy all lesal eieans to avall himseli
of the defenses open to kim endor the law, But by no
mieens, logal or pragmatie, should the doore of the
cop troom . gre the izl be slammed shut on the facts,
the-metives and the doubts of this horrible murder,

And wel that is just what has oocurred with stunning
au%:ia.—mtss in & Memphis courthionse, By plending

uiliy, Ray Nas bewy sentenced to U9 years in prison.
The jury had to go along with this prearranpged deal
hetwean the prosciiton and the admitted killer's
iilorney. Ciroull Judzge W. Presion Balile went lung

fith 3t ton, wrenting the whutc mntier os §f it were
2 rouline miurder case

Nothlng b outrsge and suspicion enn follow the
Landling of this long-delsyed and Inswuntly snullvd-
out trial. Percy Foreman, the defense lawyer, tells the
public that it 1oe% him months "o 'prove to mysa)(”

that Ray wis not gart of 4 murder conspiracy. Kay '

himsell acguiesces in the bargain made on the guilty
piea—ihen says pubiicly that he refuses to go along
with tha stztement that there was no conspiracy.

Why should this assassination case be tried by state-
mente instead of farmal Jegal procedures, subject to
examination and cross-examinalion, the presentation
of all the evidence by the prosecution, the appear-
ance of the necused in open court? ‘What in elther
sense or jurisprudence dovs it mesn that the defense
attorney convinted fimself? In the cheito and in the
waorld outside the ghelte, the question stll cries for
answert Was thers a conspiracy to kill B King and
wht was In i?

The state's case has Lzen read to the jury, Rut (hat’

is hardly enoush in a cuse of this magnituda, This
was ont 8 strect ‘crime bBul, an the sorfuce, a foeist
oy quasi-politiesl assassbtion 1L 12 not enotgh 16 Shy
that the state ancepied the puiliy v gind s [T
end the case Hecause Lhe desth penalty hus not huen
weed stnoe M in Tonnussre,

. Nooone was demanding bland; evervana iz demusd-
inyg facts. Are we wsing tu pel the facts from fayv's
Tnwvyrers, past or present, one of wWhnm i8 fiyine o
petdln (Ko stary 15 menarines? Ao Wi Bnlng 1o hel
the Tacts Trom Willium Wlard 1t the wuthar wha
iohan™ ey Bio'h Stond W
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