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5/23/70

¥Mre. ibe Fortos

Canal Souare

Weashdngton, D.C.

Dear lir. Fortas,

The sncouragement, aslight ms 1t 1s in yiur letter of the 20th,
means much to me for I need ths kind of hA~lp you, uniguely, can previge,
Aside from the verious nstional intereats I beliavr sre deaply icvolved,
the rsputations of a number of prominent men are, in varyinz dezrees,
imme-iately at stake, as is the rezard with wialcn they are reflected
in nistory. You may or may not agree with my uppreisals, but I tdink some
o4 tiese men sre devoted to decency end nigh principle whereas others
are worthy of being fopced to stend on toeir records, The men who to me
represent good are, 1 am now sstisfied, smong the wictims u!‘ the tregedies
tist unve been the subject of my writing,

If you decline to sssociate ynurself after reading this nr, o=
* hope, listening to what I would lile to add, I will make no further
reference to it for there are rescons tust suggost themaelves 4o me
persuazive to you inresching the deeieion I would regret. At the seme tine,
I aslc that woat @ communicste %o you ba kept in strictest confidence.

My writing since the ssssssinestion of Preasident Xennedy has men
slmost exklusively on the amsassinotions. The resesrch snd investigetion hos
been enormous, much more than I tuought could be put togetbsr even with tle
lé=-hour day to muleh * unsve redebtly slowed afte r yesrs of oversging about 20,
Agide from the lerge amount o significant fact submerged in a litersry
quicksend from which 1 nave extrected it, 1 have (properly) obtsined the
moat besie and unguestionable evidence thet was withbeld from ths Werren
Comuission. It wes not withueld by accident, nor wes it denied toem t® ceuse
it is consistent with the predetermined conclusion with whid tney were saddled.
There is still withiheld what I sm confident is also significent evidence snd
ogaln it waa not mde avalleble to the Cormission. I shsll be suing for tols
undzr the Freadom of Infermation Act if I cen obtein it no other way, but I=re
I tihink I csn safely undertske to be my own lswyer, especislly because it is
unressonable to expect that sny lewysr could now fsmiliarize hinself with the
intricate fact recuired for proper exeminstion of the witnesses who would he
needed 17 this gets into court. It 1s not hera that I sssk yrur help. I present
this for your understanding end in the avent you could provide sut-ofecourt nelp.

iy longast work, published in but a very limited xerox edition, deals
at very grest longih with the murder of Dr.lartin ILuther iing end with James
Earl Ray. I preosuwe you understsnd tast writers can regard thelr subjects ss
lawyers regard tieir clisnts with whom they need not sympstnize, that justice and
fruth cen be tae real lnterest of writers as 1t can be of lawyars.
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Ixeept for w-rks of sycophsncy, there never hes been a ready market
for bocks on this gemerasl subject. The more oltical of tie govermnment, tie more
unwalcome such books are to publishers, especislly if as, with asll my books, thay
are the most thoroughly dommented exposure of J, Edger Hoover aml toe FEI. So,
altbough there are presently two expressions of interest in this work, expericnce
tells me the better proscect is tabt there will be an sdverse policy decision.

During the course of reasarching this bonk, it bacame clesr to me tuat
the FEI wes engaged in s framing operetion, -ith Rey nct slone being fremed. iAs
I put the sveilable materiel together, 1t became certein thet the sfridevits
presented to get him axtradiﬁad were not the same s the evidence promisec in
court in Memphis when he coppel & plea. In fact, on ths sassential points, it is both
contradietory to it and, I belisve, exculpatory. Therefore, mors than & yesr sgo,
1 undertook to get copiss of the sffidavits. These sre virtually sll the evidence
nresented in Englsnd, Thers was & live fingerprint expert vhose testimony is at
best not bsaic, When these affidavits were prepared, slthoush $he government imew
affidavite cannot be cropss-exsmined, 1% als=o hed to conslder the vosgsibility thay
would be scrutinized clossly by defsnse counsel. Tuils did not happen. I askad
saveral British pesporters to get coples for me from the court. They replisd the
record simply was not there, I couldn't believe it, I thsn had & young friend in
kngland ask defense counsel for them and hbs reply w as thst bs'd Lave to check me
out with the FBI first! dnowlnz both Justice, whick originﬂtea tng affidevits and
certified them, ond State, wiich olso certified ond forwarded them, had copies,
L1 tben, without success, %ried to get taem from cur government, First Justice
igoored my requests tnen, after stalling even when I could obtein counsel, Richard
Heindienst wrote they didn't heve those affidavits and even 1¢ they did they
would be immne under an inadequately and incomplotely quoted exception in tle
law thet is, in any svent, not relsvant. Prior to filing a complaint, I wrote
fitate. Their raply confirmed thzt our zow rmment had actually zotten the sriginals
from the British court (ss I ned serlier lesrned), adding it wes at Ray's recuest,
thet tusereafter they consulted with the unnamed Deputy Atiorney General, who ruled
thoy were exempt as “investigstory files) end thet the origincls had teen returned
to Justice - where Kleindimmst hod already written snd affimed that they bad
nelther tieir copies nor the originsals,

After I filed the compluint I got "sccesa" to these sffidavits, bub
tlie requosted coples have not been given me.

There wes no Tennessee investization., The FBI did 4%. The evidencs
lesvea little doubt that regardless of whethsr or not he was gullty, thers was
little chance Rey could aJave been cnvicted on ite This 1s especlally true of the
ballistics svidencs =nd tie medical testimony snd evidesnce, both of which,
deliberately, were misrepresenfted. Tnere 1s no Tallistics evidence and tne
medicael evidence shows the nature and extent of Dr. Kinds wound to be greater
then scknowleliged, to the point where even an emateur would know there could s
no bellistics evicdence, And there were no ayewliness identifications. I 4o not here
burden you with the detoils, but in every case they srs oppositas to the officisl
representation or interpretation put on them in court and in too mony cmses, the
real evidence wes ignored. In fact, the government's own evidence, when properly
exsmined, is quite pereussive that Ray could not have fired thos shot. Vhetker or
not he was part of a conspiraecy, or knmowingly part of ons, i= anothner matter, for
whet I buve just told you ceans that we lLave, to the government's almeset cortain
kmowledge, at leasl one assassin loose.
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Tha imnrovprieties if not 1llegslities by 31l tha lavyers involved and
by the judge hims=elf sre bbyond balief. The judze was perty tec the desl from the
very heglinoning end even on thiz a fhkse rscord was creeted in court. I hove e 1
of tioi= thoroughly docuwzented

Ray'; agaent to tie daal, vuleh r=aulted in 2 mors sovars senience then
wuld have besn snticipsted even if he had been convicted, took months to pet. It
was gotten by wint smounts to tarests of death, Even then ke bscked out & :he
last minute, whereupen bribary was added, I have the letters with which this was
eccomplished, as I do all but one nf his contrecte with his lawyers anl “utie. All
deniad Lim so ruch sa 2 penny srd contracted violstlen of Cenon 20, =side from
contracting crippling conflicta of intorest that denled the roseibllity the lawyers
could follow tleir own intercsts end Rey's. Ray'e lawyers represente:d themselves
and him iox all moncy dealings 4in which he 0% nothingz snd thay got two-thirds
of all literary wvslues,

Beginning ebout = year sgo, es I wondarad hev 4t would be possibla to
do snytoing sbtout this, I made contsct with end then estsblished a rappori with
cne ol tue brothers, Jerry Ray., They ell show signs of psranoia and Jerry is &
virulent racist. At the ssme time I saked & lgvyer friend wno hesd :ad no recent
court-roomn or 8ppsale experience, 1f Le would jJoln the Rey dafense Af I ould
errange it. That hee now heppened snd fthe book deseritsd ebtove is pertly embodied
in a new appesl in Stete court, under & nev lew. Whether or not the plea for a
trial will be grentsd, I canno%, of course, predict. 'ith the thorouch incompetence
of Ray's enief counsel, J.B. Stoner, head o the Hational Stutes Rights Farty uxd
as dedicated =n snti-Semits es there ie, rmuch hes &kresdy been compromiszed. Howe
ever, 1 am hopeful #nd I want to bte hopeful becsuse more then Poy's rights is at
gteke in all this. I think Xleirdineat, in bis spprrertly consistent and cnerscter-
isttc dishonesty, hes sade ®» Jencks case of this. There arc ciner poszibiiitics
I ecannot eveluaste. I think st every point, by evaryons invelved, the law wes sbused.

The integrity of soeciety is, I tuink, very much involved. Se is %he
sgcurity cf men who mey be the victims of assessins,

I ¢sn show you proof of much more timn the foragelng cetegory in the
evidence 1pn mp possession, including ell court transeripte. Discovering and
eatablisbing truth snd effecticg justice reelly do need the kind of help you
cen provide, The lawyer wio recently jolnad Ray's defense i= Bernard Fensterwald,
Jr., formerly counael for a Sengto subecommittse. ¥hen I asked nim if he would join
tiue defonse, you Lad just resignud from tho Supreme Court. I asied then 17 he would
be willing for ue %o ssk you for help, 1f Rey woula recusst 1% of you, ad he sgraed.

da with the otner asssssiostlons, what the soverrment 244, vhidh csn
usuelly bte trenslated wast the FEI did, gets Mind of sticky snd wes usually
contrived s tist anyone but Hooger would assume responelbility. With the ‘ennedy
agsassination, ir, Farren is perularly and I fear 4n history will be held res-
ponsible. In the Zing cusse, it is Ramsey Clark. Tie more I work in tols fiald, the
more 1 reslize all public officials in high places are the ceptives of their sd-
visera and tiat only too often these advissrs serve speclsl interasts, Bo*h men,
becausa they were in pesitions of responsibility, had to make decizinne 1 taks
actions that vwere wronge. I thin't tist in nedther csse wers ony of these decisions
iasdepsndent and In btoth cases were nctually arranged by others., Wita lir., Warren I
can uow prove Uil wihere Le dirsetsd whet wes not wanted by the staff be done, i
was not dome, snd the comseruences were serious. Mr. Clark ans his reputation will
also suffer much from what #wes dons in Ais neme with later developments in the
Hennedy escassination, I would very much sppreclats good offices in arranging an
opportunity for advising bhim of this in confidence snd sugeesting = means whereby

the record can properly be rectified,
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That I sm olso aaying Je toat, with lLelp, while the pecple @ ncerned
ars still clive, 1+ 1s possible $o establish truth nnd real responsibility. Wiile
this 1s, I think, olweys importent, I beliove that wi*h tis present state of
society and the country anl with the charncter end direction of t.heip:-.asan't
administration, this 1a even more imporiant.

The more tims posses, the naorsr the chancas., The lonmger it tekes to
establish $ruth, wbich %o =« very larse degrea esn gtill bs gntabliched, tle more
disturbing doubts vill linger =nd the greater ths prebability thot essectially
inaceent men will b: recorded os villainous 4in history. I au concernsd with toe
prasont a5 well as the futura. If, s I belisve, thers are live villains, I
toink vary useful purposss ccn be served with the preo” of 1t 1a o form toat
can be belleved. I am corioin that, with lielp, I csn do this, too,

I would welcome an opportunity to Alscuss the nowesvzilabls svidence
ol the Kernedy asssssluaticn with you snd, 1T you theranftsr dzsirs, soow some of
1t to you. Thers i3 now no doubt tuat +he President waz llsd othar than ez the
Warren Commission wes told, his wounds other thon ae desceribed, snd in my own
mind little doubt the membars of the Comuission imd‘f’.;ﬁﬁ’é sligh®st knowledge of this.
Ths officisl ond suppressed evidence I now faves 1s not in tleir fles and &s cereful
a check 8 cen be nade esbtablizhes 1% never was., There 1a ths ebsolute ceriesinty
of perjury snd the probabllity of its subornation. In noms of this wes any memle r
of tiae Comnission in sny way involved bud in avery caee ot least onc umemte » of the
stefl had %o have baen, I suggeet sstorhlishing this in o proper way defends, nob
defemss, the mambere nf fie Uomalsclon anl maes undorsiandabls bow $they, ~ith the
bast intentdons, were inevitably lad indo arror. I reaerd sae of the nene rs of
the Somrdszion A3 amanz tne needlase Tictima of thot srogedy.

The writing iz apparent and oretended del:mes o2 the Commiasion, 1f
left without successful chmllenge, leaves them Without sny defense. It iz theompe=
tent rubbish touted into a meaningfulnesa entiraly lacking ia 1t. To the bost of
my lmowledge, no decent peruvon with autusriiy or the capaeity anu ability to do
anytoing bas mede any real effort to learn tue truth, But truth slome i: a real
defense, where one ls possibla, Indeed, it iz the only defensze. There bes baen
tha erasgest commercialiam and {rrespon=i®ility on both sides of #iis controversy.
I rezgprd the writing of bubt nne person otlier than myself &s responsibls on this
subject. Wille her opiniona snd mine may be unwelcome in scme quarters, there has
never basn any suc:essiul challenge of our fsct and, with «11 the nublie sppearances
I hsvs made, nover one Lo my Mea. In an affort 4o estebligh =hnk add Lka, pen, cn
the basle of the kuovledge I had three yeers ago, I #rote of one ransgacde-litaral
member of tha :taff tint ha was & willfwl, delibernte, rometitive liarm =i dered
him %o sve, When he wag gllent, I went %o Uds clbty and repeczted $hia im publie,
@aring bim %0 swe me over 4t in tibe eity in waleh he ig & power. He would not them
and he guaver will. What evidence I then mossesscd L« nothing ¢t~ wwiat I new nave,
#1dirg bebind tho Chief Justies's robes, he was munh vworse thun a liar.

Ther: is o proper_meens of gebilng ruch o tids into court sd thee
mecns I will use, us I feal + must. However, my adversaries will be these largely
rectonsible for moet, 17 not all, ths serious errors, sni they wili now be dir-
actad by » Hipon~iitchell-Fleindienst ihinking end pelicy. They will bte forcod to
fMnl old or new goats., The two most ob¥ious end recdily-awwil=ble I huvwe pamed,
If the fget ia not their my, the pover is. I am bui one pman, without treining in
th 1law, with no rescurces and extensive debbs., Uncesisted, I mey fa3il. Zut $ry I
will and must, for at issue i@ more then the reputeticrns of men. I belisve the
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future nature and form of nur society ere now being shapad snd that very
much pert of 1t 18 the work I hevo bern doins, If this scems 1ika a gtrong
stgtenent to y-u, then I invited your exemination of the avidence I ocan pat 1n

your bends, ell of it obtained openly and with propriety and all »f 1% ss
officialx as 1t can be.

4pide from proofs I have in the fom of evidemce relotin: %e am
sstebliehing fact, I aleo hawe wnront addressine intent end rerforsance, I7
you went proot of the destruction of avidenes, this «lss I cnpn rive you, w0

o=

complete the}mznuer and location are recorded. I¥ tne lawyer in ynu wmuld liks
to see tbe sulstitution of evidences this mlso I ecan provide. These things
reslly did bappen, tefore the year of nrwell's predietion, Hietory was ro-
written when s transeript was eliminated and renlaced v th s foke. You can
hold it in your bands. The destruction of evidence bepan hefore the President
was burded, its turning certified snd apnroved, As recently ss when Yr, Clark
wag Attorney Gencral, tinse wiln ware Uls agents and actad frr hin rnd in his
name did identleglly the ssme thinz. I have tha written acimelfedzement nf the
man wao di4 1t. Inevitsbly, I will be usine this in court. I would 1ike to o

able to dn morm thmn allege belisf Mr, Clark neither ordered nor eprroved nor
aven ‘meaw of it,.

This 1s plresdy owr-lonz, I intend ne sbusa nf vour time. And 1t 1s
more peinful for me gtill than I ean express.

Only 2 testing nf my Word will establish 1ts devendability. I anms
vyou will do tois and can by 1t be impelled tn find some may in waich you can
bhelp. Ths burden I earry is oo ruch far ane unimodrtant man. T am not tilting
et windmilles, If I fell, the burt to me cun be but 1litile, fhr my finsnclal
ruin has beon acconplished, wy Geslth oes hesn impaired, aal I salready anjoy=
all the nacessary amemiss,

Succass, oven limitad success, promises tue nroanect of much good,
in restorinz integrity to government asnd society, in tha strangthening of
democratic conecents end nraetises, and, I think, in Influencing disaffactad
youth wino from my exnerience ars much etncernsd mhout all of this and who
would take from the alkkmn)fedgement and reetifiestion of errer the hope that
wist they seek can be schieved DLy wast for youpand me have besn traditional
means. In sinrt, I fesl we must make our concenmte snd W Tiabls and moaninaful,
as in s» many csses you heve done, in all areas, evan nf the nnst eerious
govarnment oarror snd no matter nov unpardonable tost arrer may seam. I W dn not
we abdicete snd forfeit our risht %o froadom while we obaservs %he loss of its
travrings to thrse who, I fear, neitisr undsrstand ner wans 4t,

Sineoraly,

Herold Weisbarg



