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MEMORANDUM i

.
L= =

RE: CONVEISATION HNELD WITH WILLIAM BRADFORD IIUIE ON FEBRUARf 4, 1969, :
REGARDING STATE OF TENNESSEE V5. JAMES BARL RAY, .

"

Yesterday General Canale, James Beasley, John Carlisle s.d my=-
5¢if met with Nr. lrldford_Hulu. This naoting took place in Nr. Huie's
roo;. No. 1108, Rivermont Hotel, lhen ‘we cntered the room, Hr.‘Huio
was alone and started telling us that his interest in the James Earl lly
€ase was only as a businessman., He related that he had no concern ‘for
Jases Earl Ray one way or the other, other than it was ltrictly B husi-u
Ziess situation existing between him and Arthur Hanes, former counsel for‘
Ray and now his attorney Percy Foreman. Hc:furthor stated that his only
other interest other than business in that ﬁnttor was a earnest desire

to get and expose other co-conspirators of Ray. He further Telated that.

" he wasted to know.whether there cxistod & possibility of thcro not being

& trial in this matter. He felt thlt a trill should be lverted 1! tho

—
cczaon interest of the country and the state of Tennessee and thatdgjj.f -
thi.kiny was that Ray would ultinltuly end up and be a wi;ntif#;;r the
State of Tennessee, He stated that he would lika to sn- Ray ann confcr
wiih him and thnt was the reason he was now in the city other than nou TI

ing with us, He wanted to explora ‘the possibility with us of hin being
permitted by the Court to go up and confer perlonllly with Ray and that
Lis nnin objective would be to convince Ray that he should plead guilty.
He also nnquircd of us as to how much time he vould have to serve on a
nirety-nine year sentence and also on a life sentence. He interrupted
his relating of this Statement to enquire as to the possibility of the
Scate no. wanting to try this case. He was informed by the Gerieral and
nsself that was our business and we like to try'lnw ;ultu. He felt that

if he could confer with Ray that he would have Ray amenable to pleading

lguiity. He also related that he thought Mr. Foreman whom he had known | -

T(latea that he told Mr. Foreman that this was not a Candis Moelsllr b=

G=ite & few years had made a bad mistake by getting into this case, He

trial «nc thiat he was going to get knocked off in this case. He further

relatec that he told Mr, Foreman James Earl Ray killed Martin Luther
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Page 2 ’ ot e ’ :
. Memorandum
Conversation with Huie

s !
related that Mr. Foreman had done some soul lelrching since he had cntar
into the defense of James Earl Ray and that Mr. Forcman wanted out of
this case. He then began to related that he had traveled extensively
checking out information given to him from Ray tbrough Hanes. Ray's
story about his complicity in the murder of x;ng. He related that Ray
had spent some t:ne in Puerto Vallarto, Mexico, and that Ray had re-
4+rtered &t a hotel in Acapulco on October 8 and had made a long ll::a;c.
phone call from that hotel to Corpus Christi, Texas. He related that
the Mexican police had checked his registration and found out this flctj
four days after Ray had left the hotel. He stated that Ray, after killing
Dr. King went to Birmingham and he is convinced that he met with someone
i% sirmingham that night and then on to Atlanta. From Atlanta he is con~
vinced from tht he knows about the case that Ray went to Gary, !ﬁkilnl.
and met Jerry his brother. He further stated that Ray went to Toronto
&na held himself to be Bridgman and Sneyd and thnt he spent nine days in
Montres. and that this can be verified by the £act that in Montreal he
robbec & food store. He stated further that Ray came in aere on the
third and l;:;od in a motel here and that on the £6ur:h he got.a hair
cut on Union Avenue, that he had & fixation about getting hair cuts every-

where he went. Stated that Ray bought the binoculars; Ray took the rifle
up into his room in the rooming house and that Ray told him that he was

sitting in the Mustang car when the fatal shot was fired and an unnamed

party came down the iteps._junpgd in the back of the Mustang, pulled a .

sha;t over him and théy fled the scenoc. An earlier version was he stated

Rzy told him he was to be in the room and to get the room so that they

might meet an unnamed, unknown party aﬁd discuss the sale of weapons.

iiuie related that Ray would tell Hanes and himself a story and they would

‘check this story out and would find that Ray had lied. They would then

confron. Ray with the fact that the? had found out that Ray had told ,-;:

~them lies and then Ray would relate lnothor story. Mr, Huie was convc}-'

ing to us that Ray was apt to lie on many occasions. Mr. Huie sxys that
from his knowledge of cons and from being a police reporter shows that

Ray's behavior was par for the course for that typo of person. I askod

Mr. Huie if prior to our moeting if he had not turned over to Porey
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“verify that he held up the bank in Alton, Illinois, Mr, lluie further L#
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Memorandum ’ = _ ¢

Conversation with Huie P * M e
; '~:-—"L._‘_

=£0la us that on the advise ‘of his attorncys he had given pvery scrap nf‘““

Paper in Ray's handwrltlng to Percy Foreman shortly after P&reaan came’
into the case. I asked Mr. Huie if as he had stated earlier that his i
only interest in this matter was helping to effect the appreiiens,un and
exposure of co-consbirltors, how he felt that his turning notes of Ray's
Over to Foreman was fair and consistent with that Statement. T also
arked Mr, Huie j§f General Canale hadn'g On many occasions asked to confer
with him and he had put General Canale off unti] this date, 1 reiterated
that I couldn't see how his acts in delivering Ray's notes to Foreman 3
was compatible with his Statement that his only interest in the case was
ia¢ exposure and 8pprehension of éo-conspirltors. - Mr. Huie :tltnﬁ he
would have to reflect on that for a while in view of what 1 had said,

%e related after reflection that if any time during the trial that we
needed to verify something Ray is Supposed to have said that that un.
thought would be beneficial, he would be &vailable ang would co-operate
with s to that extent. I #sked Mr. Huie if he had not --d;\; j;a:encﬂ?"““‘
that he-ind Copies of all of these nozes and would deliver them 4pcn re- ’
Qquest 1o the State of Tennessee. Jjo Stated he might have made such a
Staiemeat but he didn't have any material in his Possession that he .
éould €Opy. Mr. Huie related éxamples of Ray's lying to him as followsy
Tae version of the escape from thownilsouri Penltantilrydns'publishnd'}n.
LOOK magazine was é&und ;o be a lie upon subsequent checking by Hr; Huie,
The information a5 published in reference to the hold_up of the house of
Prostitution in Montreal was later admitted to be a lie by Ray and i{n
truth and in fnct_he held up a food center in Montreal along in early
August of 1937 buf when questioned about this by Mr, Huie, Ray said it

was a half truth because in 1059 he did rob a house of Prostitution in the
fame manner that he described to M, Huie. Mr. Huie related that he
tried to verify Ray's hold up in Alton, Illinois, a bank. and obtaining| e

in the neighborhood of $20,000 and Mr. Huie stated that he nevnr_tould!

related that he had working with him on verifying Ray's Story a investi-
Lator by the name of Groovich (phoonatic).- Ho then related thut Jswald
had lived {n Exchange Alley in back of‘}ha M;nte Leon Hotel and that
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Page 4
Memorandum
Conversation with Huie

=at that time the Monte Leon family had as their guests, pilots uho had
been ransomed from Cuba who had participated in the invasion of the ' !'
Bay of Pigs. Huie related that Ray on his trip to New Orleans v{zﬁ_ﬁxa
had met unknown, unnamed parties in a bar from which dilg;;.i’;;ho by
.4 Ray, hule concluded was scross the street fro- the Monte Lepn. Huie
started relating about John F. Kennedy not supporting the invasion of

Cuba anoc that because of that there was much resentment for the Kennedy

family among the rescued participants of the 1n§aslon of Cuba. He fur:h-r

re.ated that Garrison didn't have anything in his Opinzon other than a,
conspiracy that began and ended in the atmosphere of New Orleans. We
asked Mr. Hui- pointed questions about prior statements made by him in
different localities as to him making the assertion that there are other
co-conspirators. He stated he mighted have -ado_stltonents of that kind.
we asked Mr. Huie that if he had any facts or evidence or proof in his
pessession from any source that would indicate to him from his knoulnd;c
of this matter if there were and if there are any co-conspirators. He
said tact he did not have lny proof and that his Statements were based
on suppositions ind inferences that he had drnun from checking Ray's
story. We informed Mr. Huie that in- view of the ilct that he had made
these statements about the country and in particular Shelby County that
we were handing him a subpoena for his appearance beforq‘the_ghe{py County
Grand Jury on Friday, February 7.. Mr. Huie accepted his subpoena and
said he was not and would not try to avoid it and would be here and would
testify. Mr. Huie also added that from his interviewing witnesses he
had found that the FBI in showing mug shots to different witnesses for’
identification purposes that there had b;;n in a group of pictures shown )
Ewo or three ' pictures of the same individuals. Mr. Huie stated that the
greern spread that was used by James Earl Ray to wrap the bundle with the

. Tifle that he dropped on Main Street had cona'fron California. Mr. Hule

it state that he had purchased an identical rifle thnt Rny usod fron Donajd

e Wcod at Aeromarine Supply and that he had gone to the roomin; house an
ro-enacted the assassination and that he was convinced thnt_anyone could

have madc a shot of that kind. It did not take a marksman. Mr. hHuie
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Conversation with Huie .- R =Y gt
Wr. Huie further related that it struck hinm as Peculiar that Ray did iz

make trips to Aeromarine Supply whi;h is in the ;1cinity of the nirpor{::
* in Birmingham and that also in'that'locltion was the headquarters of
General Doster. He stated that Doster assembled the pilots that partici-
Pated in the Bay of Pigs Invasion, He also stated that it was g known
fact that peopie could come and g0 there in General Doster's headquarters
who were of like character as Ray. Mr. Huje further related that Ray
and his brothers were 100 per cent <onvinced that Wallace Was going to A
be elected President of the United States and that we knew that Ray was”
politically motivated toward Wallace because of his activities in Los
Angeles. He further related that Ray is very disnpﬁointad at this time
< in that Wallace was not elected and that he didn't receive the Support
from the people that he thonéht he was Boing to receive yy killing lin;.

James T, -1 Ray,

MEF ; R.K.D,




