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Ford Book on JFK Assassingtion
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By VERA GLASER
Kultht News Service

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Ford's version of John
F. Kennedy's assassination
will become a TV documen--
tary if and when currént
legal negotiations are com-
pleted. S~

Ford and his ol friend,
Jack Stiles, are in the proc-
ess of selling MGM studios
the film righis to their 1963
beok, “Portrait of the Assas-
sin”

The lengthy ~ production
MGM plans for netwock re-
lense and showings abroad
would plunge Ford into the
newly revived controversy
about the assassination.

It would put him at odds
with the late President John-
son's  recently  revealed
theory that Cuban President
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Fidel Castro was instrumen-
tal in the murder. i 7

A <ensitive “guestion —
which has disturbed Ford,

Stiles and their altorney in ™

Los Angeles — is the impact -
such a film might have if
Sen, Edward Kemnedy be-
comes Lhe 1976 Demecratic
naminee, -

For obvious reasons, the
Kennedys are jumpy about
veviving talic of assassina-
tion, which already has taken
two brothers,

Stiles, a Grand Rapids real
estate man who managed
Ford's first political cam-
paign, i3 now a part-time

»

White House coniultant. He
and Ford wrote the book
after Rep. Ford served on
the Warren Commission ia-
vestigating JIK's death.

It delved deeply into Os-
wald's ties with Cuba and
notés that Castro had no love

for John Keunedy, but sup-.

ports the Comimission's find-
fngs Lhat Lee Harvey Oswald
acted alone.

Simon & Schuster, the pub-
lishers, are cipected to veis-
sue “Portrait of the Assas-
sin” if the TV deal goeh
through, Stiles said. |

Showing the film in a cam-
paign year could involve

“sticky problems of ‘“equal

time,"” and MGM has sug-

gested that it be releasad .

after November 1976, accord-

Moy Be

ing to Los Angeles altorney,
Valney P. Marin, Jr.

Morin spoke o the absenca
oil his {ather, who represents
Tord and Stiles. Morin, Jr,
said, “'No contract has been
signed, but we are negotiat-
ing." v
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dynamite idea,” Davis said,
when reached in California.

“It can be showm not anly
on TV, but in France, Ger-
many, and Italy, where the
Kenndy legend lingers, Peo-
ple will pay hard monsy to
ses it,"” Davis said.

Far the reasons mentioned, -

and others,” White House
Counsel Philip Buchan vetoed
the film last fall when pro-
ducer Sheldon Davis origi-
nally approached him. i
But co-author Stiles  re-
vived it, and regently flew to
Caifornia at MGM's guest for
three days of discussions.
With Oswald’ role agzin in
dispute, and egntroversy rag-
ing over alleged CIA assassi-
nation plots  and counter-
plots, the documentary is “a
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