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FR It was 13 years after
In\lestlgatmg 4- the Cuban missile cri-
the Kenncdy sis that I received a
Assassination g call from U.S. Senator

f Richard Schweiker’s

office, ;15](%!1:__1 me to

join his investigation into the assassination of
President Kennedy. My initial reaction was
clation. It was an incredible opportunity, to
be given the time and resources to do some-
thing I long wanted to do. Fially, vears after
the deception foisted on the American peo-
ple by the Warren Commission, the Govern-
ment was going to make an effort to pursue
the truth. Now I was going to be a part of
that Government and that effort, and I’d be
damned it I was going to be involved in
another betraval of trust. ..continued on page 18
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Yet, my talk with an attorney who was an early critic
of the Warren Commission had dulled my enthusiasm.
He had muttered dire warnings that I was getting
involved in a world of intrigue that was beyond any
gnatlike efforts I might muster. He ventured that I
would get lured into a quagmire of inconsequential
details. “They’ll keep you very, very busy and eventually
wear you down,” he had said.

Who are “they”? I wondered. And, after all these
i, Y years, could “they” still be around and would “they”

The deyenie of even care about what one individual in Miami might be
i Lucepucd s s doIng? I had to admit that a bit of paranoia seemed to
T Taveipiatntst have slipped into the lawyer’s thinking. Nevertheless,
his words dimly echoed in my mind when I started my
job with Schweiker. I suddenly realized, as I began
restudying all the old documents and evidence, and
analyzing all the new, that I was journeying into a maze
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that had, over the years, grown larger and
more complicated, ploned with claborare
culs de sac. And yer, m remrospecr, 1 can
sce that even then cerrain similar images
were emerging along many of the path-
ways—indications, often almost impercep-
tible, of gossamer threads weaving
through so many of the areas I investgar-
ed. Eventually, it dawned on me that those
strands of untraceable rumors and misin-
formatiom appeared o emanate from a
common spool.

For instance, once of the first leads
Schweiker asked me 1o check came from a
source he considered impeccable: Clare
Boothe Luce. One of the wealthiest
women in the world, widow of the
founder of the Time, Inc. publishing
empire, former member of the ULS.
House of Representatives, former

GAETON FONZI, 57 C swrved on a spe-
ctal Senaze subcommistee investianring the
Kennedy asmsanarion and on the House
Selecr Commstree on Asasanasions. He isa
[fres-lance writer in Miami. Dns picce is
excerpted wich porosession from “The Last
Investigurion,” published thes month brv
Timender's Mowzh Press

Ambassador to Italy, successful Broadway
playwright, international socalire, and
longtime avic actvist, Clare Boothe Luce
was the last person in the world Schweiker
would have suspected of leading him on a
wild-goose chase.

Yer the chase began almost immediaze-
lv. Right after Schweiker announced the
formation of his Kennedy assassination
subcommittee, he was visited by Vera
Glaser, a syndicated Washingron colum-
nist. Glaser told him she had just inter-
wiewed Clare Boothe Luce and that Luce
had given her some information relating
to the assassination. Schweiker immediate-

ly called Luce, and she, quite cooperatively

and in detail, confirmed the story she had
wold Glaser,

Luce said thar some time after the Bav
of Pigs, she received a call from her “great
friend”™ Willlam Pawley, who lived in
Miami. A man of immense wealth—he
had made his mllions in oil—during
World War 11, Pawley had gained fame
setung up the Flying Tigers with General
Claire Chennault. Pawley had also owned
major sugar interests in Cuba, as well as
Havana's bus, trolley, and gas systems,
and be was close 1o both pre-Castro

Cuban rulers, President Carlos Prio and
General Fulgencio Bansta. ( Pawley was
onc of the dispossessed American investors
in Cuba who cardy tried to convince
Eisenhower that Castro was a Communist
and urged him to arm the cxiles in

Miami. )

Luce said thar Pawley had gotten the
idea of purting together a fleet of speed-
boats—sea-going “Flving Tigers,™ as it
were—which would be ased by the exiles
o dart in and our of Cuba on “intelli-
gence garhening™ missions. He asked her
1o sponsor one of these boats, and she
agreed. As a result of her sponsorship,
Luce got to know the three-man crew of
the boar “fairly well,” as she said. She
called them “my bovs™ and said they visit-
ed her a few nimes in her New York town-
house. It was one of these boar crews,
Luce said, that onginally brought back the
news of Russian missiles in Cuba. Because
Kennedy didn't react ro it, she said she
helped feed it to Senator Kenneth
Keatng, who made it public. She then
wrote an article for Life magazine predict-
ing the missile crisis. “Well, then came the
nuclear showdown and the President
made his deal with Khrushchev and |
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never saw my young Cubans again,” she
said. The boat operations were stopped,
she said, shortly afterward when Pawley
was notified that the United States was
invoking the Neutrality Act and would
prevent any further exile missions into
Cuba.

Luce said she hadn’t thought about
her boar crew until the day that President
Kennedy was killed. That evening, she
received a telephone call from one of the
crew members. She told Schweiker his
name was “something like™ Julio Fernan-
dez, and he said he was alling her from
New Orleans. Juho Fernandez told her
hat he and the other crew members had
been forced out of Miami after the
Cuban missile crisis and that they had

started a “Free Cuba”®
Orleans. Luce said thar Fernandez told
her thar Oswald had approached his
group and offered his services as 2 poten-
il Castro assassin. He said his group
didn’t believe Oswald, suspecred he was
really a Communist, and decided to keep
tabs on him. Fernandez said they found
thar Oswald was, indeed, a Communise,
and they eventually penctrated his “cell™
and rape-recorded his talks, including his
bragging that he could shoot anyone
because he was "the greatest shor in the
world with a telescopic lens.™ Fernandez
said that Oswald then suddenly came into
money and went to Mexico City and then
Dallas. According 1o Luce, Fernandéz
also told her thar his group had pho-

cell in New

tographs of Oswald and copics of hand-
bills Oswald had been distributing on the

streets of New Orleans. Fernandez asked

Luce what he should do with this infor-
mation and marerial.
“I'said what you do is call the FB.I, ar

once,” Luce recalled. “Don’t waste a

minute. Go right in and call up the
EB.L"

Luce said she did not think about the

story again untl Jim Garrison's investiga-
tion hit the headlines in 1967, She said
she called the New Orleans districr attor-
ney and told him of the incident bur,
after talking ro him for 10 minutes, she
decided he was & “phony™ and not seri-
ous. Through Pawley, however, she did
locate and call her “young Cuban,™ and

I've come tais thar the issue of
conspiracy is not contestable. Ir.

ncw:ruxslnrg IhtHnme'

 David Atlee Phillips and the Conspiracy

hiicd!’mdcm ng Oswald 1o the asassination (For instance, the word mierodoer  may have been extraneous to any
before the assassination. Beyond all - was in his notes at 3 nme mast conspirarosial role. l.fthen:wn

()fmum,ldant the other evidence indicating con- Americans weren't ¢ven aware of one most meaningful relevaton
know. [ don't know the mmesof  spiracy, all the acoustic rests, the the rerm.) Bur, again, ldmawon -~ thar emerged from further digging
the individuals wha held the . autopsy evidence, the bullet-trajec-  my persomal knowledge as the inro Phillips's background after
weapans or svnchrontzed the tory theonies and what have you, -~ foundation for my opinions—and  the Assassinations Committee
shoonng. Bur, based on my expe-  even bevond all the other cvidence that includes Alpha 66 leader probe, it was the fact thar David
nentces and knowledge of what 1 of Oswald's associations, the Odio. Antonio Vedana's testimony that P'hullips, the consummare acror,
feel is the most valid cvidence, [ incident absolurcly crics Conspira- he saw inrelligence operative maintained 2 personal and even
certainly have firm opinionsabout  cv. [n face, 1 have no hesitation in “Maurice Bishop™ wuh()swaldm familial fagade that was in direct
the character of the conspiracy— declaring the Kennedy assassina- l)all.upmtod:r to the political realities of
and some of the charscters in the ife. 1
CONSPITACY. ; = "‘ !

And, ves; one of the opinions 2%

mmnzmmﬁmuﬁlemci

tests in Dealey Plaza, the evidence

of 2 conspircy was overwhelming.- 2

And, in the marrow perspective of i

my personal quest for substantia ¢

tion, [*ve come 1o conclude that, agency as chief of the

for me, two pieces of evidence The sketch on the left of ‘Manrice Bishop® was Western Hemisphere Division is, 1

provide irrcturable venfication of rricased by the House Assassinations Committee in 1975; the picture think, sgnificant when we talk

conspiracy. One the on the right is of David Atice Plillips. about “clements™ of the C.LA.

single-buller theary: The locations beng involved in the Kennedy ‘

afuubmlulwbhd:ehukm nonacomp:ncybmdﬂmﬁym “Maurice Bishop™ was David  assassinugion. (Can those who con- -
Kennedy's jacket and shirr—hard,  Silvia Odio’s consistently credible Arlec Phillips. 1 state that unequiv-  trol the ideological soul and oper-

tangible, measurable ovidence— testimony and. more important, ocally, although Vecana cannot ational body of the agency be con-

obliterate the possibility of 2 buller  the fact that our investigation officially idennfy him publicly as sicdered st “elements” within

cmerging fromy Kennedy’s throat proved it true. such. In addinon 1o the abun- it?) Whatever addinonal fictors ]

and strikang Governor Connally. There is alsoa preponderance dance of evidence detailed 10 my may have been involved in the

Single-buller-theory author Adlen ~ of evidence thar indicates Lee book which uncrringly points to mOotvation to-assassinate

Specter conceded that was 2 worn- Oswald had an association  Phillips being Bishop, believe me, ¢ om his plans ro

some contradiction. The other with a U.S. Government agency, 1 knew that he was. And Bob dimarsh United Seates involve-

substantianon came from validar- more than one, but Blakey and the House ment in Viemam to his moves

ing [the Cuban] Silvia Odio’s undoubtedly with the Central Assassinations Committes knew toward 2 permanent detente with

report that Oswald, or someone Intelligence Agency. Books have thar he was, although its report the Soviet Umon—the tni

whao resembled him (it matters: been written dealing with the data  did nor admit thar. imperus, [ believe, came wath the

not), sppeared at hee doorin ndicating Oswald's C.LA. con- Dhavid Ariee Phillips plaved 2 Cuban missile crisis and Kennedv's

Dallas with rwo associares, oncof  nections. Some of it s ses key role inn the conspiracy to assas-  “deal™ with Khrushchev. The

whom would link Oswald o the questons, but some of it provides  sinate President Kennedy: [ don't President’s promise to abandon

notien of killing the President.  strong indications that Oswald was  embrace the jon that cfforts to overthrow Castro was a

That was a defiberare act connect:  deep into the intelligence cosmos. — Phullips's relationship to Oswald watershed change in United States




she reminded him of his conversation
with her the evening Kennedy was killed.
By then, Luce recalled, Julio Fernandez
no longer wanted to get involved: “He
said, *Mrs. Luce, we did just what you
said. We got it all to the F.B.I. They
came, took our rape recordings, took our
photographs, and told us to keep our
mouths shut unnl the F.B.L sent for us.”
He said, ‘Mrs. Luce, I am marned, [ have
wo children, T am a lawyer with a very
successful practice in Miami. [ don’t want
any part of the Kennedy assassination,
You couldn’t rorture it our of me.’” Luce

=-added that Fernandez also told her about
the other two members of her boar crew:
One had been deporred and the other
had been stabbed to death in Miami.

Her impression, Luce told Schweiker,
based on what she was told by
Fernandez, was that Oswald was hired by
Castro to assassinate Kennedy in retalia-
ton for the assassinanon atrempts against
him. Luce also sid she did not remem-
ber the names of the other two crew
members, nor did she know how to get
in touch with Julio Pernandez now. Bu,
she said, Bill Pawley would know all
abou it

chweiker called Pawley, and
Pawley said he didn’t remember a
thing. Schweiker took it as an
indicagion that Pawley just didn't
wanr to get involved, but he still thought
thar Luce's story, if confirmed, could lead

to a sigmficant break. It had to have
some foundation; after all, it had come
from Clare Boothe Luce. Schweiker
asked me ro try to find the Julio
Fernandez who had called her,

1 discovered that there are a lot of
Cubans named Julio Fernandez in Miami.
And in New Orleans. I spent weeks talk-
ing with scores of Cubans named Julio
Fernandez. Schweiker was particularly
interested in the Julio Fernandez whase
name turned up in an F.B.I. document
buried in one of the Warren Commis-
sion’s volumes of evidence:. The docu-
ment dealt with a rumor scported by 2
neighbor of a Julio Fernandez, something
about finding train tickers to Dallas in his
rrash. 1 finally rracked down that Julio

to Assassinate President Kennedy

Phillips
committed
perjury
before the

committee.
It could

ave been
proven; he

would
have been
convicted.

policy oward Cuba. And judging
trom the firious reaction among
the C.IA's ficld operatives who
had absorbed and adopred the
passions and dedication of their
anni-Castro warniors, it was a trea-
in the local racio bruadeasts and in
the handbills and “war bulletins™
Bying through Miamu’s Lirtle

the C.LA.sponsored operational son, Willam Harvey. And then, of  lectual exchange on major issues—
bases and, in'a fow nstances, even  course, there was David Phillips's the Kennedy assassination being a
had recaleitrang ana- Castro faithful operanive, the C.LA S primary ane—mght foster fresh
Cubans; as well as agency opers acnon legend, David Sanchez wwiights. Among them is Dr.
tves, arrested. Whar more proof Morales, whose incbrated admis- Martin Schotz, a psychiatrist in
did anyone need thar Kennedy sion of involvenient i the Brookline, Mass. In one of his
was, indeed, a “traivor™? Kennedy asssssmanon—"We took  recent lerers, | thoughe Dr.
David Atlee Phillips was deeply - ¢are of that son of a bitch, didn’t Schorz made a parncularly incisive
mmersed in this world of all-con- wel"—closed the circle, observation, relevant 1o what
suming ant-Castrotsm. His pro- 1 believe David Phallips’s key wie're ralking about here.
fessional life had been dedicared o role was affirmed when he lied He wrote: “It is so important
itand to barding what he consid- under oath. The tery facy that he ‘to understand thar one of the pn-
ered the expansionustic tentacles of  bad o be—both about his manip-  mary means of immobilizing the
communism throughout Latin ulation of Oswald in Mevico Ciry American people polincally roday
Amenca. [tis no coincidence that and his covert operations as 15 to hold them in a state of confu
the man whio emerges as the Maurice Bishop—was the defini sion in which anything can be
Maunce Bishop who planned tive statement of his guilt belicved but nothing can be
Alpha 66 atremprs to sink Russian If there was agie pomt in the known, noching of significance
ships in Havana harbor with the House Assassinanions Commuttee s
aim of embarrassing Kennedyand  investigation which showed with- “And the Amcrican people are
saboraging his negonanions with our 2 doubt that the commuirtee mare than willing 1o be held in
Khrushchey was the same man did not want to confront the this stare because 1o KNOW the
responsible for staging the entire C.LA or open doors thar would truth—as opposed to only
Mexico City scenanio designed 1o force it 1o face faces thar it did not BELIEVE the guth—is 1o facean
link Lee Harvey Oswald to Fdel want to face, it was this: Davd awtul terror and to be no longer
Castro, [Castro recalled his imme-  Atlee Phillips committed perjury able ty evade responsibilice. It is
diate recognition of the conse- before the commirtee. It could precisely m moving from belief 1o
quences of that when he told hus have been proven; he would have ~ knowledge that the citizen moves
Assasunations Committee visitors:  been' convicred, The chief counsel  from irresponsibility to responsi
“1 said to myself, whar would have . and the commuttee refused to pur- by, from helplessness and hope
happened had by any chance that sue that opoon. That would have lessness to action, with the ulti-
man come 10 Cuba . . . gone back  negated the commutree’s final mate aim of being empowered and
1o the States, and then appeared report declanng thar it found no confident in one’s rational pow-
involved in Kennedy's death? That  evidence the C.1.A. was involved ers.”
woitld have been 2 provocation—a in the Kennedy assassinarion. _ Dr. Schorz is absolurcly right.
gigantic provocaton. ™ : 1 Today, most Amencans BELIEVE
Nor 15 Phillips's tight working o, again, our Government there was a conspiracy to kill 1
association with the agency's most slapped the Amencan people President Kennedy, bur they don't
lethal msigmificant. His in the face. We have been KNOW ir. They don’t want to
was a cabal of asociates whose slapped in the face over and over KNOW it—and our Government
careers were entwined with the again, and we sall deny it is hap- doein’t want to KNOW it and our
history of C.IA. assassination pening to us. Why? clecred representatives don’t wane
officers that Tam pavileged w have access 10 KNOW it because KNOWING
ranged from Richard Helms to E 1o the round-robin cormespon- it would mean having o do-some-
Howard Hunt and from Ted dence of a small group of fricnds thing abour it. That's an awesome
Shackley o the ageney'’s Mob liai- who believe that an ongoing ntel-

thaughit. S
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For instance, in the

Fernandez in upstate New York: He was
now a college professor and, when 1
checked him out, | knew he wasn't the
Julio Fernandez who had ‘.allcd Clare
Boothe Luce.

is interesting in retro-

spect about the Luce story

1s that it had charactenstics

common 1o so many of

the other leads which would be fed to the

Schwetker Subcommurree

and, later, to the House

Assassinations Commit-

-rewr They were difficult,

time-consuming, and,

ultimately, impossible 1o

confirm bur could not be

dismissed outright be-

cause they always con-

tained at least one hard
kernel of truth,

case of Luce’s lead, it was
known that Oswald did
approach an anu-Castro
group in New Orleans
and say he was interested
in helping their cause.
The fellow he ralked to,
Carlos Bringuier, was the
chief New Orleans dele-
gate of the Direcrorte
Revolucionario Estudian-
rzl, known simply as the
D.R.E. or the Dircctorio.
The Direcrario was head-
quartered in Miami and,
I would later Jearn, was
under the wing of the TM/WAVE station
there (JM/WAVE was the code mame for
the largest C. LA, installation in the
world, outside agency headquarters iny
Langley, Va.). A few days after Oswald
had walked into Brangwer's small store-
front in New Orleans, Bninguier saw him
passing out pro-Castro leaflets on Canal
Street. They got in a scuffle and both
were arrested. Bringuicer later debated
Oswald on 2 local radio program where,
led on by the right-wing ralk show host,
Oswald admutted he had lived i Russia
and declared he was a Marxist. A record-
ing of that program was nationally dis-
seminated immediarely after the Kennedy
assassination.

Independent researchers have been
looking into Oswald’s encounter with
Bringuier for years and have discovered
some curious things abour it. One was
that 3 newspaper photographer had been
alerted ro Oswald’s leafletting on Canal
Street before Banguier even showed up.

When she g
was in
touch with
Senator
Schweiker,
Luce

was also

calling

C.1A.
Director
William
Colby.
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Oswald scemed bent on gerting publicity
as a pro-Castro demonstrator and even
encouraged Banguier to arrack him. At
one point, Oswald was overheard calmly
saying, “Hit me, Carlos.™

Another curious discovery: On some
of Oswald's leaflets was stamped an
address for the New Orleans Chapeer of
the Fair Play for Cuba Committee. That
address was certainly strange because the
building was a hotbed of anti-Castro
activity; at one tme, the
C LA.-backed Cuban
Revolutionary Front had
its New Orleans office
House
Assassinations Commuttee
later learned thar Oswald
had been seen in that
building with e¢xtreme
nghr-wing and ant-Castro
activists. (Much has been
written about 544 Camp
Street and Oswald’s mys-
terious connections there.
When New  Orlcans
District Attorney Jim
Garrison  opened  his
Kennedy assassiation
probe in 1967, the focus
of his invesnigation was on
the anti-Castro activists in
thar building, including
the ultra-right wingers,
Guy Banister and David
Ferrie. )

A vear larer, in Decem-
ber of 1976, when I was
about to start working for
the House Assassinations Committee, |
stumbled across some other fascinating
facts relared to Clare Boothe Luce’s up
to Senator Schweiker. That was when |
learned,; for instance, that her “greac
friend™ in Miami, William Pawley, was a
longrime associate of the C.LA. Never an
official spook, Pawley was nonctheless a
member of the Old Boys network and
was especially close to C.LA, Dircctor
Allen Dulles. He had helped mransform
his Flying Tigers into one of the first
C.LA. proprictary airlines, Civil Air
Transport, and had sct up for the agency
a front called the Pacific Corporation as
an offshoot of the Tigers. He had been
involved in the C.LA. overthrow of the
Arbenz government in Guaremala, and
he had backed more than one Castro
assassination artempt. Pawley once rold a
Miami reporter: “Find me one man, just
one man who can go it alone and ger
Castro, F'll pay anything, almost any-
thing.” But Pawley was not just a backer

of exile groups, he wanted o be a partici-
pant, and I came across a bizarre story
about one of his secrer excursions to
Cuba.

Early one moming i the sumimer of
1963, a 65-foot luxury vache mamed The
Flying Tiger IT slid away from its dock
behind 2 mansion on Miami Beach’s
Sunset Island and headed for Cuba. The
vacht belonged o Pawley. Aboard were
three C.IA. paramilitary operatives; a
cache of heavy fircarms and explosives
was locked in its stateroom. The vacht
was scheduled to rendezvous off the
coast of Caba with an amphibious air-
craft, a Caralina PBY, provided by the
C.I.A. Aboard the aircraft were Pawley; a
fellow named John Martino, who had
worked for Mob bosses in Havana's casi-
nos and had been impnsoned by Castro;
Life magazine's Miami burcan chief
Richard Billings (the same fellow who
would later become the Assassinations
Commirtee’s chict writer); Billings's pho-
tographer, Terrence Spence; a daring
Alpha 66 veteran Cuban infiltrator
named Eduardo (“Eddic Bavo™) Perez;
and a raiding party of 11 C.LA -rawed

Cuban exiles. The aimy of the mission was

for Eddie Bayo and his exile party, using
a small, high-speed boat provided by the
C.LA., to sncak ashore, capture two
Russian military technicians from 3
Cuban mussile site, and bring them back
to the United States. Then, using the
documentarion that Life magazine's
staffers would provide, 3 major press con-

ference would proclaim thar here was liv- .
mg proof that Soviet missiles were sall in

Cuba. The mission was a tragic failure.
Radio contact with Bayo and his raiding
party was lost, and they were never heard
from again. The Fiying Tiger IT and
Pawley rerurned to Miami, and Life never
wrote a story abour the mission.

cre is here an intriguing. link |

with the goals of the Alpha 66

raiders who were artacking

Russian ships in Havana harbor

at the height of the mussile erisis: To

embarrass President Kennedy and rip

asunder his traitorous deal with Premmer
Khrushchev.

The end note 1o the William Pawley

story occurred about the time [ was
‘scheduled 1o begin working for the

Assassinations Commurree, For weeks, |
had been reviewing the notes and back-
ground files | had collected during my
work with Schweiker's subcommittee
and, wanting to hit the ground running,

had put wgether an investigative plan for

T T




- the committee’s Miami station. On my
. official first day, [ sent to Washington a
~ list of witnesses [ planned to interview
~ and noted those I thought should testify

under cath. William Pawley was near the
top of thar list. Exactly onc week later,
William Pawley, in bed in his mansion on
Miami Beach with a nervous ailment,
put a gun to his chest and committed
suicide.

At any rate, as | continued to pursue
the Luce story for the Assassinations
Commirtee, [ interviewed Carlos
Bringuier in New Orleans. He said he

= had never spoken to Luce and thar he

i had never used the name of Julio
= Fernandez. I believed him. In Miami,

i  however, I did discover that kernel of
truth in Luce’s story: A few leaders of the
Direesoria had, in fact, been in touch
with her.

The Dircetorio was, along with Alpha
06, the most acuve of all the Cuban exile
groups, on both the military and propa-
ganda fronts. In late August, 1962, the
group had received national publicity
with a danng raid into Havana harbor, its
beats shelling a theater where Castro
often spoke. The group’s spokesman was
a sharp, articalate young fellow named
José Antonio Lanusa, who handled the
- regular reports from D.RE. delegates in
" various cues. It was Lanusa who, after
the Kennedy assassination, had recalled
Bringuier’s report from New Orleans

rdwcdd:cmmthcpm(mrwn—
- racting his C.LLA. case officer at the
. My WAVE station ).

It was also Lanusa who had turned
* copics of Bringuier’s report over to the
- F.B.L and a mpe recording of the radio
 debate with Oswald. Oddly cnough, the
 EB.L never told him to keep his mouth
* shur abour it, Lanusa said. He also told
me he'd never spoken ta Clare Boothe
Luce about the incident, cither at the
. ume or later, and he knew of no D.RE.
e mcmb‘crwhnmdcpuwdormdeuﬁ.

lamwdhehdmlyaﬁry:mw

-ch!.ﬁcwmodxadmlmuhtr

- New York apartment because, he was
‘told, she wanted to write an article for

! MWMhmst

abou: Oswald’s visit to the smrcfrunr :

- quality Chinese art and

3 mui:h,mu,myd bya C.LA asso-

When I told him the story that Luce had
given Schweiker, Lanusa shook his head.
*I think Clare Boothe Luce shoors from
the hip without her brain engaged.” he
said.

any times in the couse of

my experiences investigar-

ng the Kennedy assassina-

ion, I found it strangely
difficult to accepr the obvious. It's like
geming slapped in the face, fecling the
sung, but stll finding it hard to believe it
really happened: Did ' juse ger slapped in
the face? It was a question | asked myself
often.

Could the famous; sophisticated,
respected Clare Boothe Luce have delib-
crately told Senator Schweiker such an
embroidered rale of poppycock simply 1o
mislead him and waste his and his investi-
gator's tme? Well, she was an old woman
in her seventies, and perhaps her mind
wasn't as sharp as it bnce was,

It was 2 couple of years after her initial
story' to Schweiker, and after I had
checked her leads as far as they would go,
thar I tried setting up a
meeting with Luce, [ had 2
tough rime. Far from
slowing down, she was
very active and agile, mov-
ing between her New York
apartment, her home in

One week

after I

Kennedy investigation, According to
Colby’s notes, she admitted to him thar
she had concocted the name of Julio
Fernandez. Colby apparently was con-
fused by it all. When 1 asked Luce abour
it, she simply smiled sweedy.

Then 1 pointed out to Luce that her
story reminded me of the Carlos
Bringuier incident with Oswald. She
smiled again and said, “Why, ves, that’s
‘the same tvpe of thing thar happened to
my boys.”

When [ walked out of the Watergare
late that afternoon, I knew only one thing
for sure: An awful lot of thne had been
spent checking our Luce’s story and, in
the end, it led nowhere ar all.

Shorty afterward, I saw Luce for the
last time, at a lunchcon meeting of the
Association of Former Intelligence
Officers at a country club in Adington. It
was the second time I got to attend a
retired spies luncheon, and Luce was the
guest speaker that day.

Her speech was 2 vigorous defense of
the intelligence establishment and a lus-
mmlmm of its successes. 1 also dis-
covered that Clare
RBoothe Luce was on the
board of directors of the
Associarion of Former
Intelligence Officers.

Interestungly, rthat
organization was formed

Hawaii, and her penthouse 1 in 1975 as an “indepen-
at the Wartergate in c_leqde_d' to dent” voice to defend the
Washingron. imterview C.IA. against its critics.

I couldn’t make
arrangements to interview
her untl the last months
of the Assassinations Com-
mittee’s existence, too late
to have an executive ses:
sion hearing or get a
sworn deposition,

I finally met her at the
Watergate amid her splen-
did collection of muscum-

artifacts. Mrs, Luce was

confirmed it with Senator
Schwetker. She then repeated it; virtually
unchanged.

However, she also confirmed some-
thing we had only recently discovered.
When she was in touch with Senaror
Schweiker, Luce was also calling C.1.A.
direcror William Colby and relling him

-¥ whz: was happenmg with Schweiker's

him,
William

Pawley
put a gun
to his
chest and
committed
suicide.
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Its founder was the
retired inrelligence officer
who, as the agency’s top
psych-warfare expert, was
instrumental in  the
C.I1.A.-backed 1954
coup in Guatemala; was
the C.LA.'s propaganda
chicf for the Bay of Pigs
operation; and was cven-
tually promoted to chief
of the Western Hemi-
sphere Division, a post
representing the highese
rung on the agency’s
career

With the charges
coming out of the
Church Committee, the agency needed

-experienced ralent to deal with the media

and give all the newly uncovered mfor-
mation abour C.LA. acrivity the right
spin. And, upon his retirement from the
agency, David Atlee Phillips, long the
top: man in the ficld, volunteered o do
END




