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Patrolman WILLIAY E, GPOS3, Mcmphis Police Department,
hone address 4728 Tutwiler, Monphio, advised as follows:

-

-

On April 4, 1968, he was asgigned to one of 3
Cmergency unita which make up what i3 called a Tact Unit for
controlling any dinturbancen which might occur in Memphis,
Thoie 3 emergency units are made up of 4 men,each of both
Memphis Police Officers and Deputiea of the Shelby County
Sheriff's Office. During the day of April 4, 1968, the men
a3nigned to those units changed from one car to the other,
For that reason, ho does not recall who was in the emergency
vehicle with him during the lats aftcrnoon of April 4, 1968,
¢xcept Patrolman BILL DU FOUR {phonetic).

Shortly before 6:00 PM, April 4, 1968, the 3
emergency units parked at the fire station at Main and
E. Butler Streets, Memphin, 8o that ithey might take a rest
break. Sincoe his wife had Juat gotten out of the hospital,
he went Lo the telephone in thoe fire station to call and see
how she wan foeling, ag the olher men were taking their rest
break. That fire station is located couth of a building
on Main Stroet in which a shot which killed Doctor KING is
believed to have been fired. Betwoen the fire station and .
that building is a fencod in p?rking lot with a gate in front,

As he was talkivg with his wife, he saw the other
men in his emergency unit bogan running out of the fire
Gtation., He does not recall bearing any shot, but he knew
something wan wrong and he lommediately told his wife hehad
to leave and would call her later. IHe ran out of the fire
Blation after the other men and turnod east once outside the

fire station, and he ran toward Mulberry Strecet and the Lorraine

Motal. Since a high retaining wall ix located at Mulberry
Streot, he never crossed that retaining wall or Mulberry
Street, but when he arrived at that point some of the other
police officers who had crosaed Mulberry and who were at the
Lorraine Motel called out that Doctor KING had been shot and
they belicved the shot had come from the building north of e
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the fire station. He ran back through that passageway
which '1s between the fire station and the fenced in

lot just north of the fire station to Main Street. When

he arrived at Main 8treet, he recalls there were 2 Memphis
Police Officers and also a Deputy Sheriff already on Main
Street in front of the building where the shot was believed
to have been fired from, however, he cannot identify either
of those 3 officers. He took up a position in front of
Canipe Amusement Center at 424 8. Main Street, Memphis. He
actually stood on Main Street in front of that doorway.
After he took up his position, he recalls seeing a satchel
and a rifle in the doorway in front of him, Those items
wore lying on what appeared to be a green pilece of cloth

Shortly after he took up his position, which was
within 2 or 3 minutes after he roceived the report that Doctor
KING had been shot, he remained at that spot until the in-
vestigation was completed. Immediately after he took his
position, 2 other members of the emergency squad came to the
parking lot, which was between the building in which he was
then standing and the fire station., Those officers went into

. that parking lot and searched it thoroughly for anyone who

might be hiding therein, including a clump of bushes located
at the back of the parking lot at the retaining wall., After
they found no one hiding in that area, they came out, locked
the gate on the parking lot, and the 2 men stood there to
guard that gate,

After he had stood at his position for a short
time, an individual, who apparontly was the operator of
Canipe Amuscment Center, came out and informed him that he
had been ordered to the Memphis Police Station to make a report
of what he had seen. He informed that individual that he
could not leave the area until he (GROSS) had cleared it with
his superior officer. After he cleared it with his superior
officer, he told the individual to go ahead., That man then
got iInto his pick-up truck which was parked on Main Street ‘
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botween the building he was standing in front of and the fire
etation and drove away, apparently to the police station.

GnoSS advisnrd that he obrerved Inspector N, E,
ZACHARY, Memphis Police Department lomicide Squad, and -
anothur officer of the Homicide Squad, name unknown, come
to the area and collected the satchel, rifle, and green
cloth material which he had been atanding in front of. He
noled they did not touch any of thore items, but used hand-
kerchiefs to pick it up. They placed the rifle and the
f8aichel in the green cloth material, then they picked up
the green cloth containing the other items and took it all
to police headquarters. GROSS observed this from a distance
of approximately 10 to 15 fcet.

On April 4, 1068, he was wearing dark blue trousers,
2 royal blue shirt, a dark blue tie, and a blue steel helmet.
He does not recall anyone in the arca who might have been
wearing an upper garment which might be deacribed as
white or light colored, snd who was woaring an item of cloth-
ing which might be described a8 a hood, He does not recall
feclng Patrolman DOLLAHJITE or any other police officer
running on Main Street near the U, 8, Fixtures office
moments after the shooting.

He advised when the 3 emergency unitas parked by the
firc station shortly before 6:00 PM, April 4, 1968, they parked
in the firo station driveway facing the units toward south
Main Street. Two emergency units were parked side by side
and the third unit was parked directly behind one of the front
two, He surmlised that,  Af the person who shot Doctor KING
had fired the shot from the building north of the fire
station on Main Street, and that individual had then run
out of the buillding onto Main Street and had turned south on
Main Stroet, the first thing that individual would have seen
would have been 3 police cary in the driveway of the fire
itation, Although thote 3 emergency polico vehicles were
uomanned, he feels that is possibly what lappened in this
igutance and that 18 why the auspect dropped the rifle,
sjtchel and green cloth blanket or bedspread, which was in
fgont of the Canipe Amusement Center at 424 3, Main Street,.
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