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FD-302 (Rav. 4-15-64) .

FEDERAL BURLCAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date ,Appﬂ.l.ﬁ,.lﬂﬁ}_

Br. GEORGE W, LOENNEKFE, 1390 Swythe, Memphis,
Tenncssee, was (nterviewed at the Mepphis Police Department,
and furnished the following infourmition:

LOENNEKE stated that he 5 8 Licutepant at the
Kemphis Fire Department, sl g regularly assigned to Fire
Station Number 2, located at 471 South Malw Strcet, He advised
that he was on duty at thys bocalyon an April 4, 1968, LOENNEKE
stated that at appraxbtonte)y 6G:004 P.v, o Lhat date he was
Blanding, looking throwsh a peaczbfe jy 2 newspaper, which
had been placed aver the window an Lhe rear door of the fire
station, Je xtated that be wirs in Lhe Lcker room at the
rear of the station, snd with him was a Negro police officer,
Offlicer RICHMOND, and anasther fiveman named WILLIJAM KING.

JOENNEKE went on (o sitale {hit as he approached his
locker, which was to the right af the window, Officer RICHMOND
called him and said, “DR, KING is fixing Lo leave his hotel
room." JLOENNEKE stated that he then asked Officer RICHMOND to
Jet him look at KING, as JLOEKNNLEKE had pol seen DR, KING for
approximately two years, While LOENNEKE was looking through the
peephole of the window, he saw DR, FING stapnding and leaning

= agalinst Lthe rail, looklng down (o the parking lot, saying

something to another Negro male., Individuals by the name of
DABY JESUS and Reverepd BEVEL woere sLanding to the extreme right
of DR, KING. IOFENNEKE stated that as DR, KING turned slowly to
bis left to say something to the individual below was when the
shot was fired, V1OENNEEE advised That jt appeared to him as
though DR, KING was loaking at somcthing or somcone that fired
the shot, LOENNEKE Immedintely tarped fo Molice Officer RICHMOND,

- and stated, "DR, KING bas beep shol " Jle stated that Officer
RICHMOND went §n a state of shock at Lhe sound of this news,
and did pot take any immedinle action, '

JOENNELE ritoted that he then rap through the .apparatus
floor, tellling oLher pobice affjcers that DR, KING had been shot,
Ile thﬂ_pcnt through Lthe Yupclaesom of Lhe engine house telling--
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iﬁleorficors In thatl location that DR, KING had been shot, '
All police officers, upon hearing the news that DR, KING had
been shot, immediately rushed out the door and proceeded in

all directions in order to surrourd the motel 1n which
DR, KING was staying.

LOENNEKE further advised that after he informed the W
police officers that DR, KING had Ieen shot, he went out the ! f
front door of the station onto Malp Street, but did not
observe anyone runnipg on Main Street or any pedestrian traffic
whatsoever, 1In additfon, he stated that he did not see a white
Mustang on Main Street after the shooting nor did he hear the
sound of an automobile leaving in a hurried manner,
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JOENNEKE stated that while he was looking through the

peephole, both hofore and immediately after DR, KING had been

shot, he did not see any person on Malberry Street wearing a o
light jacket or pull-over shirt with a hood on it., He stated :
that just prior to the time DR, KING was shot, two Negro females b
were standing on the second floor balcony, a short distance from Al
DR, KING, JOENNEKE advised that at the time DR, KING was shot,

these women started hollering in excitement, and appeared to be

in a ptate of shock. He stated that both women, after realizing
what had happened, then began to attempt to administer help .
to DR. KING, He also advised that there was a white man, without

a4 sultcoat and wearing black horn-riwned glasses, who approached
the body of DR, KING, and then lefl to obtain more towels, which
were being used to stop the blood coming from DR, KING's body,
LOENNEKE stated that he had scen Lhis white man previously that
date with DR, KING, and sssumed that he was in DR, KING's party,
Approximately thirly seconds after the shot had been fired,

4 Negro male appeared on the balcony, apd started taking _
photographs of DR, KING's body. IOENNEKE thought this odd at
"the time because the indlvidual made no attempt to assist

DR, KING, but was more concerncd with the taking of the pictures,

IOENNEKE further stated that at the time the shot was
fired, he saw only one man in the courtyard or parking lot
beneath DR, KING's balcony, and this man he assumed was
DR, KING's personal chauffecur, o

LOENNEKE advléed that to the best of his knOwledge"the
shok that was fired came from tho 1cft of the firehouse and
froh-'a position which could not be secen from the window from which
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he'was observing DH, KING. H¢ stated that at no time did he
see & white male running from the sarea, and could furnish no - '
positive informatlon concerning a possible suspect in this murder,

IOENNEKE advised that he was unable to furnish any
additional informatiop at this time,




