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-FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date ._4pril 16, 1&68

CHARLES ELVIN STONE, 584 Orchard Drive, Memphis,
Tennessee, was fntervicewsed at the Number Two Engine House,
Memphis Fire Department, 474 South Yain Street. STONE advised
that ‘he is a member of the Memphls Five Department, and has been
itn this employment for the past thiree years, He stated that he was
on duty at the Firehoause on Lpril 4, 1968, apnd was a witness
to the shooting of DR, MARTIN UGTHER FING., He stated that at
approximaitely 6.00 p.m. on that date, he wss in the rear locker
room of the Fire Department . and wag Jooking out the back
window across the street (o the matel where DR, KING was staying.
He advised that DR, EING vas standing on the balcony outside
of his hotel room, apnd was talking 1o another individual below
the bialcony. STONE stated that there was apother man standing to
the right of DR, KING, apd a pumber of other individuals located
In the courtyard directly below the hotel room'of DR, KING, -

STONE stated that as KING was talking to the individual
below him, a shot rang oot , and DI, KING fell over backwards,
STONE stated that he was stunned for a few scconds, and after
realizing what had bappered, ran fnside to the center of the
firehouse, and told both (ho atheyr firemen apd the police
officers that were in the [irehouse at that time that DR, KING

N had been shot, At first Lhe ollice)ys. thought that STONE was
Joking, but onc of the other firemen came rushing in saying the
same thing. At that Instapce, all of the police officers
rushed out of the firchouse in an attempt to cut off the area
in which the shooting occuryed STONE stated that at approximately
ten seconds later, he wentl out the side door of the Fire Department,
and proceeded towards Hulberry Street, the street on which
DR, KING's motel was Jocated. £105E stated there was mass
confusion at the hotel g people viere panning to sce what had
happened, and the only ones he saw on (he street at that time
were the police offlcers who wepe conveyging on the area, STONE
stated that he did not oolice any wvhite pan in the area
immediately after the shooting nor did be notice any individual
viearipg a white baod,  STONE stated that ofter a fow minutes,
he valked to the front of the Firehouse, bt stated that he did
not _observe any vhite Fustang on Front Street or in that vicinity,
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STONE also advised that he did not notice a Mustang of
that type near the FPirchouse at any time during that day, .

STON: staled that with him in the locker room at the
time of the shootinyg were Licutenant IOENNEKE and Fireman KING
both members of the Fire Department, and a Negro police
officer, Officer RICH¥OND, STONE stated that all of these
individuals were watching the hotel room at the time DR, KING
was shot, apd all saw the actual shooting, STONE stated that
from the round of the shol, be thourht it eame from the parking
1ot ocated north of the Five Hopartmert, bat that i1t could
bave bheen slightly Jarther peath,

STONE advyisoed Lhat he was unehle to furpish any positive
information concerning the fndividuin) vho fired the shot killing
DR, KING,
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