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1S INVESTIGATES
 DENVER BURGLARY

F.B.l. Informer Reportedly
Stole Data From ‘Socialist
Workers Party Office

By JOHN M. CREWDSON
Spetial to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, July 27—The
Justice  Department's  civil
rights division has begun an in-
vestigation into a July 7 bur-
glary of the Socialist Workers
Party’s offices in Denver that
was reportedly carried out by
an informer assigned to spy on
the party by the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation.

The decision to send investi-
gators to Denver was reported-
Iy reached here last night after
Justice Department lawyers
learned of allegations by the
jnformer, Timothy Redfern,
that an F.B.I. agent in Denver
had taken possession of four
cartons of documents stolen
from the party before the local
authorities were notified of the
burglary.

J. Stanley Pottinger, who
heads the civil rights division,
said that the inquiry into Mr,
Redfern’s allegations would
be conducted from Washington
as part of a criminal investiga-
tion into other burglaries al-
legedly carried out by F.B.L
agents in recent years in the
New York City area.

The Manhattan headquarters
of the Socialist Workers Party
was the target of more than
90 such burglaries between
1960 and 1966, according to
F.BI. documents made public
last March, But it had not been
known that any with F.B.L con-
nections had been directed
against the party since thenm.

F.B.I. Won't Comment

Justice Department sources
confirmed today that Mr. Red-
fern had said that he carried
out the Denver burglary, and
that he had been assigned by
the Denver F.B.1L office to pene-
trate the Young Socialist Al-
liance, the youth arm of the
Socialist Worker's Party.

An F.B.I spokesman had no
comment, nor did Mr. Redfern.

But Arthur Dill, chief of the
Denver police department, said|
in a telephone interview that
his officers were first notified
of Mr. Redfern's invalvement
in the theft and the where-
abouts of the stolen documents
by Theodore Rosack, t_lqg: head

of the Denver F.B.I. otnice, on
July 15, eight days after they
were taken.

Dale Tooley, the district At-
torney in Denver, said that he
intended to conduct a *“thor-
ough investigation” into all as-
pects of the case, including the
possible complicity of F.BIL
agents. He declined to elabo-
rate, but one source familiar
with the matter said that Mr.
Redfern, who has not yet been
charged, was contending that

he had acted on the
Government’s behalf,
Informer Expelled

According to Ruth Getts, a
Young Socialist Alliance organ-
izer in Denver, Mr. Redfern,
who was expelled from the or-
ganization last n ght, told her
that he had carried out the bur-
glary on his own initiative be-
cause he was “‘under pressure
to produce” information to re-
tain  his  $400 monthly
informer’s fee from the f.b.i.

Miss Getts quoted Mr. Red-
fern as saying that after steal-
ing the documents, he tele-
phoned John Allman, an F.B.L
agent in Denver, and told him
that he had taken them. i

Mr. Allman, according to Miss
Getts's  account of Mr.
Redfern’s remarks, allegedly
told the informer to leave the
documents in an undescribed
place, from which the F.B.L
agent recovered them.

Justice Department sources
said today, however, that Mr.
Allman had told associates that
he had immediately taken steps
to notify the Denver peolice
after Mr. Redfern acknowl-
edged committing the burglary.

Mr. Toocley's office was un-
derstood to have tested the
documents for fingerprints to
determine whether Mr, Allman
had ever handled them, but the
results of those tests could not
be learned.
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