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Judge Reserves Decision. .on Move..{
| By Somallst Workers to: Jall Bell z

Arguments were heard yesterdaf in al
imove to hold Attorney General Griffin
' B. Bell in contempt of court and to send
{ him to jail for disobeying a judge's order
 to release Gavernment files on 18 inform-
ers who sp:ed on the Socm!;st. Workers™
Party.

After 2 two- hour heanng.

Judge,
Thomas P. Griesa reserved. his-

decision.
_in Federal District Court inManhattan.
The extraordinary dispute’ ‘involves a $40
i millicn lawsuit against Government agen--
cies accused of illegally interfering 'ﬁt.h
the Socialist Workess..

Judge Griesa said that he Was ﬁot mcﬁ.
cating what decision.he might reach, bir
his comments to both sides mada,it clear
that he was senously, considering the
contempt motion. ) .

4.

Time to Rmtdcrom oy

Leonard B Boudin.: the” chief lawyer
for the Socialist Workers, proposed that’ J
Mr. Bell be held in contempt now and{
sent to jail on Aug. I, Mr. Boudin said |
that this would gwe the ‘Attorney General®
time to reconsider the judge's order 1o,
release the informer files. Er

He observed that the judge had issuéd:
a "very limited” order for the Govern-
ment to give 18 files to the partys’ law-
yers, wiho would be forbidden to di.-.clcsa
the files to anyone else. '

But Robert B. Fiske Jr. the Umted
States Atttorney in Manhattan; contended”
that release of the-files would deter in-|
formers from working for the Govem--
ment. He said that it' would have “a!
|major adverse effect on law enfnmementf
in general and counterintelligence."” B

Mr. Fiske asserted that the Atmmey}
rGenera! was not defying the court but
;was seeking “full appellate. reyiew” of;
fthe judges order. Instead of issuing al
contempt citation, he urged the Ju:lge tord
consider alternative sanctions whichd
“could forfeit part .of th.e su.tt in.. favoq
of the Socialist Workers, '

According to Mr. Fiske, who described
the dispute as an “unmecessary: confron-.
tation” between two branches of govern-:
ment, no judge has ever held an Attorney
General of the United States in contempt
of court for refusing to. provide mfomza«
tion in any case.

The contempt move grew out of the
long and complex civil suit that the So-
cialist Workars, a small Trotskyite party. [
filed against the Federal Bureau of Inves-|
tigation and other Governmtnt agencies. |
The suit seeks damages for the Govern-ﬁ
ment's alleged use of informers, bur-
glaries and other surveillance practica :
against the party.

Respecttully Declined”’

The Socialist Workers asked for in-
former files as evidenct to support the
suit's charges that the Government had
illegally disrupted the party for many
years, But the Government vehemently
opposed the release of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation files, insisting that it was
essential to protect the confidentiality of |
informers, |
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.the reléase pfithe files.? - ~

Judge Griesa, ‘who is presiding over
the case, ordered the Government to give
the files on 18 unidentified informers to
lawyers for the Socialist Workers as part
of the continuing discovery procedure be-
fcre trial.

- Attormey General Beﬂ as t.he official
with ultimate responslbmhr for F.B.L
files, replied on June 13 that he “respect-
fully declined” to release the files. He
siressed that this was the only way the
Government could obtain a full appeal
of the judge's order.

In a formal motion last Tuesday, the
Socialist Workers asked Judge Griesa to
hold Mr. Bell in contempt and to imprison
him until the Government released the
informer files. The judgze scheduled a
hearing on the motum fcr yesterday at
I PM. -

The Govemrnent, contendm" that a
contempt citation was mappropr'ate in
this case, asked the judge to consider
imposing alternative sanctions that could
forfeit some of the suit in favor of the
Socialist Workers. This would enable the
Government to appeal all the way to the
Unitad States Supreme Court. ‘

On procedural grounds, the Supreme
Court refused to consider a Governmant

appeal ‘that_was lLimited to challenzing
the. order to release the informer files,
Orders of this kind cannot be appealed
un!&ss ‘the judge certifies them for review|
fused the Government's requa;t fpr cers
lflcadon of review. 7
.. A 18-page memorandam’ arppomng the
contempt motion was submitted by Mr:l
Boudin. He' asserted. that™tha only sanc
tion..; & to force ce withy]
the dxscuvre:-‘y ordar- of: this: d‘:urt s tied
entty of‘an orﬁebconfinmg the "Attorney
General until such tim» as he Ex‘thonze: .
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