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Sear Lurry,
Flthough vour dowmshate uan's availability or willin ness are uniaioun, I send with
a detter I have jush received Iron Jolm Ity one from Vulber Rife. Joth should for the
moment be kent in confidencee Uith itife, in the absence of any pos:ibility of aumy inventd-
sation in wnd around wuduey, the simplest question is sup ose it g 211 true, that the uon
who commistud the crime for which he roceived so inordinate a sentonce, cones formmard ad
confesses, how nuch attention .oulu it likely cet? Hoxt, do you have aveilable o trustworthy
lauyer who would simudtaneously draw it 11 up in proper Torm in return for the exclusive?
If the paper would not go for it, could you arvance a trustwortly lawyer, say the Guildts
if thore is not .. personal friend? . B
dith Joim it io again the morgue, this Flying Bank Robbere John had told me about o
the strang: msiness of the man who sud.enly appesred in his cell with this astouncing
xmowledge of his personal life and dtarted palsy wuestioning, There ii sous fadglity to
the story, but I can't place ite I think it is around the plane wreell, but nerhaps it is
£h.t it is sieilar to anti-Castro stories. With The Watergate Caper and its pexsornel and
what I ko, of these Cubans, - & preparcd to boliejs gluost anything is posaibles ind L''13
say this for Johns Jim spent a day golng over ny interview .ith him and was extravriinarily
impres. ed with the ring of fruth o ite There arc thing: John vouldn't imow or which Yim
inows to conrirm detuhls, andi that 3. without seeing what & Leve that confirns it sl now
in Tine details thre: others interviewed separsgtely and in no caso knowing in advance
woat they'd be asked also substantiatoe.
Jom's legal situation secns more desparate than J mes' and through hin one of the
most repressive precedents is Loing ectablished. I tldnk it may in the future receive
wider rmisuse in politicel than in erizdnal cases. And everyone io uilantbe he activist,
sup oscdly, law studento who were to lielp have cone nothing to date oxcopt waste a Lot of
i Tor mee I they are not just lazy, I puess their view is that principles of lew and
Freodort are estublishid with SDS or angela Davis detendants, not the Lscobidos, Firandas
and sHalloryKse
how's wie ncalth situstiou?




